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INTR00t?CTlc>N. 


MS»01*0TAMrA.— T«t ' MOtJNl •<.— THE FIRST 
. SEARCflKRS. 

It. IX or about the year before Christ C>n<5, Niue- 
^b, the great city, wjfe '5«ittrtvyi <!. For ;aany hu«- 
(Ired years had she iiVarn>t;ant splendor, her 

pa i^es towering abov^ thc Tigris and mir>'>red in its 
»w;f|Vuci^; arrny aitw arniy had gone t :rth from 
her ^ittes anti returned laden with the s kCs of con- 
tjuered coil lit ries; her moitirchs’had ridden to the 
high place < 0 f sueriUce^n eharit is drawm f>y capti%’c 
liti^S. But htr tim .* c.U '. ut !a t. The nations 
acraembfnd and cnconii|'ja»tiiC-d her aroun.l ropuiar 
traditibn t^*how ovcf tcro y< ars lasted th <: 5c:ei:jc ; 
bow rtte very river n>»e aJl4*b*ttcred her walls ; til! 

day a vast .f!ame|ict*« «p to heaven ; how the 
||»t of a Inigbty line of too proud to surren- 
der, tbua sat«wi hn treasures and his cap- 

ital from 4he shame of bondage. Never was city 
to rise where NiiSrwih had been. 

^ a», Two hundred y|||^';:Wf|it by. Great changes' 



2 /ATJiODt/criok 

hadi {lassed Qver the landv Thg Persian kaip how 
held the*rulc of Asia, But their greatness also iWkS 
leauiing towards its decline and family <iiscoryls‘ 
undermined tMtir power. A young prince had re- 
belled against his^lder brother and revived to tear 
the crown from him uy i^ain force. To accomplish 
this, he had raised an army ajpd called 'n the help 
of Grecian hirelings. ThcycSimc, 13.000 fn number, 
led Ky brave and renowned ^*nerals. and did their 
duty by him ; but they valor could not .save hhn* 
from defeat and death. Their own Icailcr fell into 
an ambush, and comineiitini their retreat un- 
der the itiost disastrous circumstances ind with lit-^ 
tk MO pc of escape. , ^ * 

3 . Yet they accomplishccf it. Surrounded by open 
enemie.s and false friends, tracked and pursued, 
through sandy wastes and pathless mountains, now 
pare)] ;d with hcitt, now" numbed with w>l[d, they at 
last rca( ited the sunny and friendly Hellespont. It 
wras a long #id weary march from Babylon on thc^ 
Euphratc-s, near which city the greaC battle had 
been tought. They might not fttivc sucscecded had 
they not chosen a great and brave commabder, 
Xenophon, a noble Athenian, whose fame as 
scholar and writer equals his renbwn as soldier and 
* general. F€^v book.4 are more intere;?ting than the 
lively relation he has left of his and his contpanions' 
toils and sufferings in |his expedition, knowm in 
history as “ The Retreat of the Ten ^Thousand 
for to that number had the original 13,000 been 
reduced by battles, privations and disease. So cul- 
tivated a man could fiot fail, even In thft midst of 
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danger and weighed down by care, to ^bserve wrhat 
ever was noteworthy jn the strange lands Which he 
/traversed. So he tells us how one day his little 
army, after a folrced march in the early morning 
hours and afi engagement, witli s^^me light troops of 
pursuers, having repelled t|^e attack ^ind thereby 
secured a short interval of safety,, Iravclled on till 
they canrt? to the bjiWcs of the Tigris. On that 
spot, he goes on, tlK,#e was a vast desert city. Its 
‘^Wall was twemty-five feci wide, one hundred feet 
high and nearly seven miles in circuit. It was built 
of brick with a bascmcnl, twenty feet high, of stone. 
|Close by the city there stood a' stone pyramid, one 
hundred feet in \vidth, and Uvo hundred in height. 
Xenophon adds that this city’s name was Larissa 
and that it had ancient!)* been inhabited by Modes; 
‘*fhat the king of Persia, when he took the sover- 
^cignty away^ from the Modes, besieged it, but could 
not il any weiy* gel posses -ion of it, until, a cloud 
having obscured the sun. the inhabitants forsook 
, the city an^ thus it w as taken. 

4. SoiTU> eighteen miles further on (a day^’s march) 
the 'Greeks came to another great deserted city% 
which Xenophon calls Mespiia. It fnui a similar 
but still higher wall. This city, he tells us, had also 
been inhabited b)* Medcs, and taken ly the king of 
Persia. Nows' thes<‘ curious ruins w'ere all that was 
left of Kalah and Nineveh, the two Assyrian capitals. 
In the .short space of two hundred y’^ears, men had 
surely not yet lost the memory' of Nineveh’s exist- 
ence and rule^ yet they trod the very site where it 
liaci atoo4 and knew it not, and called its ruins by a 



meaningless f^rcck name, handtgg ilfnim eanccrmng 
it a traifition ah.-urdly made.up of true and ficli- 
timis details,^ jutnblcd into inextricable cofTfus'lOlir 
l or Nineveh had ht on the capitaf oi the Assyria 
lunpire, while tht> Medes were one of the nations 
who attacked and dc>;iP^yed it. And though an 
eclipse of the sai> — (the obsciijing cloud 'could mean 
nothing else)--— did t^ccur, cr^^ated *great ’"confusion 
and produced irnf>ortant resuit.i, it was at a later 
period and uu .o', t-ntircly different occasion. ^ As 
to ** the king ■■ >i IN. j-m/* no s!ich personage had any- 
thing whatever ck'> with the catastrophe of Nine- 
veh, since" i^at! not yet berm heard of 
at that tiirv. .i rv * -a er fid people, „and their ' TOim* 
try "was r^nlv a. s:n.di apd ihsignificant- principa!it3g 
tribulary to So erTectu«ill\" had the haughty 

city Seen ot frorn the face of the earth! 

5. Anoii)* r years brought on other and 

even greater ^ liroges. The !*crsian monarchy had 
fo!!i;wed i:„ \v ake the empires that had gone 
before it ao-, ' ki'ien before Alexander, t'iic youthful 
hero of don. As the conqueror’s of light- 

built, (ueiii.iM ^hif).s descended ifie Euphrates tow- 
ards !NPr>f!r>n, they were < ften hindered in 
progri’>'- by hnge dams of stone* built acrt>S|‘'the 
river. .Fhc ttreeks, u^ith great labor, removed sev- 
eral, to make navigation more easy. They did 
the same on seveia! otlj<;r rivers, — nor knew that; 
the\^ were destro3dng the last remaining vestige of 
a great peop!e*s civilkatfun,— for these daiTt’s 'had 
been used to save the water and distribute it into' 
the numerous canals, which covered the arid’ 'COun- 
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try with their fertilizing network. They may have 
been told what travellers are told in^)ur*f.)wn days 
by the; Arabs— that tliesc dams had been con- 
structed once uf)on a lime by Nimrod, the Hunter- 
Kin<4. h'oi'sojhe of them remain even still, show- 
ing; their huj4e, sejuare stt>nes, stronJ»]\' united by 
irtui cranj[)s, above the water Infore the river is 
swollen \tith the wiif^t^r rains. 

6. More than one-and-t wenty ctmluries have rolled 

*^inc<‘ then the immense valh }’ so well named 

Mesopotamia “the Land be t wt i‘n the Rivers, ‘'~- 
.md ('ach brou;,^ht to it more cl^a!y_;es, more wars, 
moia* dis.i*-ters, with raie inter\ais oi resi. and pros- 
jK'rity. Its jx.sition b^twtsn the La^t iind the 

West, on llu' \er\ hr^h-road of nuirchin;.; armies 
and wamleriiie, trib*. s. h.is always made i: one of the 
yreat battle' <.;rounds . d tiu* woild. About one thou- 
sand va ai al'n r Alex*inder*s i;api*i in\-asion timl 
shoridi\(d compih -t. the Arabs (wa'rran the coun- 
try, and srtthd tlure. briie^iin^' with tlutn a new 
A\ili/atiofj and the nv w reliyion. ^i\e!> them by 
theii pro^)lH. t M^>hammed, w iiicii tlu \ lhou;,^ht it 
tluhr mission to carry, by torc( oi aoid or swc)rd, 
to tiu bounds id the earth. The\- c\cn ft>uiKled 
there on;; (d thc-principal seals of ilu ir s, »\ ercient)'. 
and Ib’e^hdad yielded not t>i'evitl\' mac^nihcence 
anil })owrr to Hab\ Ion id’ old. 

7. ( hah‘r. laws, and learniiy^ now flouinAhed fora 
few hundri'd yi'ars, when new Innaies of barlrarous 
people »#ame pourine; in from the Ibist, ami one of 
them, the Furks, at last establi tual itself in the land 
and stayed. They tide there m>\v. The valley of 
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INl'KODUCT/ON, 


the Tigris an^ Euphrates is a province of the Otto- 
man or Turkish Empire, whijch has its capital in 
Constantinople ; it is governed by j)ashas, officials 
sent by the Turkish government, or the ‘'Sublime 
Porte,’’ as it is usually calU^d, and tlie ignorant, op- 
pressive, griifding trea^nn^nt to which it has now 
been subjected f^r several hundred years has re- 
duced it to the ‘lowest depfk of desolation. Its 
wealth is exhausted, its industi^' destroyed, its pros- 
perous cities have disappeared or dwindled into in- 
signifkance. Even Mossul, built by the Arabs on 
the right bank of the Tigris, opposite the spot where 
Nineveh ortice stood, one of their, hnest ‘cities, fa- 
mous for the manufacturing of the, delicate cotton 
tissue to which it gave^its hamc- 
linc ) — would have lost all importance, had it not the 
honor to be the chief town of a I’urkish district and 
to harbor a pasha. • And Baghdad, althougfi still the 
capital of the whole province, is scarce!}^ more than 
the shadow of her former glorious self : and her 
looms no longer sup])ly the markets oPthe world 
with wonderful shawls and carpets* and goid and sil- 
ver tissues of marvellous designs. * 

8. Mesopotamia is a region which must suffer 
under neglect and misgovernment •even itjore than 
others; for, tlunugh riddy endowed by nature, it is 
of a peculiar formation, recpiiring constant care and 
intelligent management to yield all the return of 
which it is capable. That care must chiefly consist 
in distributing the waters of the two great rivers and 
their affluents over all the land by means of an intri- 
cate system of canals, rcgulaldd by a complete and 
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well-kept set of dams and sluices^, with other simpler 
arrangements for the remoter and smaUer branches. 
The yearly inundations caused by the Tigris and 
Euphrates, which overflow their banks in spring, 
are not sufficieat ; only a narrow strip of land on 
each side is benefited by them.. In ^hc lowlands 
towards the Persian Gulf <;h<?rc is another inconven- 
ience: tlv: country ^ijrre being f>crfectly flat, fhc 
waters accumulate and stagnate, forming vast pesti- 
, Icntial swamps where rich pastures and wheat-fields 
should be — and have been in ancient tim<^. In 
short, if left to itself. Upper Mesopotamia, (aftcient 
Assyria), is unproductive from the barrenness of its 
soil, and Lower Mesopotamia, (ancient Chaldea and 
Babylonia), run^ to waste, notwithstanding its ex- 
traordinary fertility, from want of drainage. 

9. Such is actually the condition of the once pop- 
ulous and flourishing \alley, owing to the principles 
on which tlie Turkish rulers carry on their govern- 
ment. They look on their remoter provinces as 
mere sources of revenue for thustatc and its officials. 
But <‘ven ddmiltUig ih\< as their avowed and chief 
oby'ct, they pursue it in an altogeth.er wrong-headed 
and short-sighted way. The iK"(jp!e are simply and 
openly plundered, ami no portion of what is taken 
from them is applied to any uses of local public util- 
ity, as roads, irrigation, encouragement of commerce 
and industry and the like ; what is not sent home to 
the Sultan goes into rtie private pouches of the 
pasha and his many subaltern officials. This is like 
taking the milk and omitting to feed the cow. The 
consequence is, the, people lose their interest in 
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work of any kind, leave off striving for an increase 
of property which they will not* be permitted to en- 
joy, and resign themselves to ‘utter destitution with 
a stolid apathy most painful to witness, 'f he land 
has been brought to such a degree ot impoverish- 
naent that it^is actually ncJ longer capable of produc- 
ing crops sufficient fcrr a* settled population. It is 
cultivated only iti patches ^long the rivers, where 
the soil is rendered so fertile by the yearly inunda- 
tions as to yield moderate returns almost unasked,* 
and that mostly by wandering tribes of Arabs or of 
Kurds from the mountains to the north, who raise 
their tents and leav^e the spot the moment they have 
gathered in their little harvest — if it has not been 
appropriat ‘^rst by some of the pasha's tax-collect- 
ors or by rovj.ig parties of Bedouins — robber-tribes 
from the adjoining Syrian and Arabian deserts, who, 
mounted on their own matchless horses, ane carried 
across the open border with as much facility as the 
drifts of desert sand so much dreaded by travellers. 
The rest of the couptrj" is left to nature.’s own de- 
vices and, wherever it is not cut up by mountains or 
rocky ranges, offers the well-known twofold charac- 
ter of steppe-land : luxuriant grassy vegetation dur- 
ing one-third of the year and a parched, arid waste 
the rest of the time, except during the wirtter rains 
and spring flodds. 

lo. A wild and desolate scene ! Imposing too in 
its sorrowful grandeur, and well suited to a land 
which may be called a graveyard of empires and na- 
tions. The monotony of the landscape would be 
unbroken, but for certain elevq^tions and hillocks of 
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strange and varied shapes, which spring up, as it were, 
from the plain in every direction ; som^ are4iigh and 
conical pr pyramidal in form, others are quite exten- 
sive and rather flat on the summit, others again 
long and low, cftid all curiously unconnected with 
each other or any ridge of hills or* moufitains. This 
is doubly striking in Lower ^Mesopotamia or Baby- 
lonia, proverbial for iV*exccssive flatness. The few 
permanent villages, composed of mud-huts or plaited 
•reed-cabins, are generally built on these eminences, 
others arc used as burying-grounds, and a mosque, 
the Mohammedan house of prayer, sometimes rises 
on one or the other. They arc pleasing objects in 
the hcautiful spring season, when cor^^ ",dcls wave 
on their summits, and their slopes, a^ as all the 
surrounding plains, are clotlied with the densest and 
greenest of herbage, enlivened with countless flow- 
ers of evet-y hue, till the surface gf the earth looks, 
from a^iistance or from a height, as gorgeous as the 
richest Persian carpet. But, on approaching nearer 
to these hillocks or mounds, an Imprepared traveller 
would be struck By some peculiar features. Their 
substance being rather soft and yielding, and the 
winter rains pouring down with exceeding violence, 
their sides^ari? furrowed in many places wi^h ravines, 
dug hy the rusliing streams i)f rain-water. These 
streams of course wash down much of the substance 
itself and carry it far into the plain, where it lies 
scattered on the surface qfiite distinct from the soil. 
These wa^shings are found to consist not of earth or 
sand, but of rubbish, something like that which lies 
in heaps wherever a Imuse is being built or demot- 
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ished, and to contain innumerable fragments of 
bricks, pottery, stone evidently worked by the hand 
and chisel ; many of these fragments moreoyer bear 
ing inscriptions in complicated characters composed 
of one curious figure shaped like the head of an ar- 
row, and usdl in ever>’^ possible position and combi- 
nation, — like thisj 

A TT Tri T< . 

I. — CU NEIFORM CHARACTKRS. 

11. In the crevices or ravines themselves, the 
watershaving cleared away masses of this loose rub- 
bish, have laid bare whole sides of walls of ^solid 
brick-work, sometimes even a piece of a human head 
or limb, or a corner of sculptured slcme-slab, always 
of colossal size and bold, striking execution. All 
this tells its own tale and the conclusion’is self-ap- 
parent : that these elevations are not natural hil- 
locks or knolls, but artificial mounds, heaps of earth 
and building matefials which have been at some 
time placed there by men, th^n, colf^xsing and 
crumbling to rubbish from neglect, have concealed 
within their ample sides all that remains of those 
ancient structures and works of art, clothed them- 
selves in verdure, an^ deceitfully assumed all the 
outward signs of natural hills. 

12. The Arabs never thought of exploring these 
curious heaps. Mohamifledan nations, as a rule, 
take little interest in relics of antiquity ; jnoreover 
they are very superstitious, and, as their religious 
law strictly forbids them to -represent the human 
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form either in painting or sculpture lest such repro- 
duction might lead igporant and misguided people 
back to 4he abominations of idolatry, so they look 
on relics of ancient statuary with suspicion amount- 
ing to fear add connect them with magic and witch- 
craft. It is, therefore, with a\^c nol dev'^Sid of horror 
that they tell travellers that the mryjnds contain un- 
derground* passages \\\Jth are haunted not only by 
wild beasts, but by evil spirits — for have not some- 
limes strange figures carved in stone been dimly 
perceived in the crevices? Better instructed for- 
eigners have long ago assumed that within these 
mounds must be entombed whatever ruirk» may be 
presorv'ed of the great cities of yore. Their number 
formed no objection, for^it was well known how pop- 
ulous the valley had been in the days of its splendor, 
and that, besides several famous cities, it could boast 
no end of smaller ones, often scjMirated from each 
other by a distance of only a few miles. The long 
low mounds were rightly supposed to represent 
the ancient, walls, and the higirer and vaster ones 
to have bwn the site of the palaces and temples, 
rhe Arabs, though utterly ignorant of history of any 
kind, have preserved in their religion some traditions 
from^the Bible, and so it happens that out of these 
wrecks of ages some bibIica^ names# still survive. 
Almost everything of which they do not know the 
origin, they ascribe to Nimrod; and the smaller of 
the two mounds opposite Mosul, which mark the 
spot whci*e Nineveh itself once stood, they call “Jo- 
nah’s Mound/* and stoutly believe the mosque 
which crowns it, suiVounded by a comparatively 
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prosperous village, to contain the tomb of Jonah 
himself, the prophet who \fas sent to rebuke and 
warn the wicked city. As the Mohammedans 
honor the Hebrew prophets, the whole mound is 
sacred in their eyes in consequence. 

13. If trsfVellers ha^ for some time been aware of 
these general fafts concerning the Mounds, it was 
many years before their cifrt^sity and irfterest were 
so far aroused as to make them go to the trouble 
and expense of digging into them, in order to find 
out what they really contained. Until within the 
last hundred years or so, not only the general pub- 
lic, but* even highly cultivated men ‘and distin- 
guished scholars, under the wofds “ study of an 
tiquity,’* understood no more than the study of so- 
called Classical Antiquity/’ i.e., of the language, 
history and literature of the Orrecks and Romans, 
together with the ruins, works of art, and remains 
of all sorts left by these two nations. Their knowh 
edge of other empires and people they took from 
the Greek and Roman historians and \vriters, with- 
out doubting or questioning thefr staten^nts, or — as 
we say now — without subjecting their statements to 
any criticism- Moreover, European students in 
their absorption in and devotion to clas^'cal studies, 
were too a,ph to follo^^ the example of their favorite 
authors and to class the entire rest of the world, as 
far as it was known in ancient times, under the 
sweeping and somewhat contemptuous by-name of 

Barbarians,’' thus allowing them but a^secondaiy 
importance and an inferior claim to attention* 

14. Things began greatly \o change towards the 
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short time before he arrived there, a sculpture rep- 
resenting men and animals had been disclosed to 
view. Unfortunately he could not procure even a 
fragment of this treasure, for the people of Mosul, 
influenced by their idlcma uioctot^of the Law)— who 
had declar<6d these sculptures to be idols of the 
infidels,'* had walked across the rfver from -the city 
in a body and piously shat^eixal them* to atoms. 
Mr, Rich had not tlie good luck to come across 
such find himself, and after M>mc further effort^ 
left the place rather disheartened. He carried 
home to England the few relics he had been able to 
obtain. In the absence of more important ones, 
they were interesting, consisting in fragments 

of inscriptions, of pottery, in engravxd stone, bricks 
and pieces of bricks. After his <lcath all these arti- 
cle.s were placed in the British Museum, where they 
formed t!ic foundation of the present noble ChaL 
dea-Assyrian collection of that great institution. 
Nothing more was undertaken for years, so ^bat it 
could be said with literal truth that, up 1842, *‘a 
case three feet square inclosecrall thal* rcjjpnincd, 
not only of the great city Nineveh, but of Babylon 
itself! ”*♦ 

16. The next in the field was Mr. Botta*, appointed 
French Consyl at Mo^sul in 1842. He began to dig 
at the end of tin* same year, and naturally attached 
himself specially to the larger of the tivo mounds 
opposite Mosul, named ^Koyunjik, after a small 
village at its base. This mound is the Mcspila of 


^ Layard's* “ Discoveries at Nineveh/^ tnUoductiofi. 
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m tOTdver three montKs, bat rcpeai|«i«appoint- 
iilcnts were beginning to produce di^^ragcmen , 
in one day a peasant from a distabijf iHage ha^ 
pened to belook'ing bn at the !»naiy|rty of work- 
men He was much atnusjpd on l^rving that 
every-tP him utterly worthless- -fsagp^ of alabas- 
ter Trick or pottery, his carefully ‘picW out of the 
rAbi-sh. most tenderly handled and m aside, an# 
iJpilngly remarked that they mi^f betUr re- 
S for^thclr trouble, if they woul the r^und 
on which his village was built, for that lots of .,uch 
rubbish had kept continually tumm^p, when they 

wero digging th.; foundations of thc^lwauses. , 

17. Mr- Botta hifd b>''this^timc faffei into a rather 
hopcle* mood; yet he did not dart ti^egdej^thc 
hint, and sent a few men to the which ha^l 

been pointed out to him, and whicl^ well as. the 
■ villaget'tn the top of it. bore the nam^of KHoKsA- 
HAl>. His agent began opcrati<^S frottthe top. v 
well was ^unk into the mound, auti: very soon 
'brougbl tbe workmen to tlu* lop of winch, on 

further digging, was (oun.l to be linf..?iong its base 
with sc ulptured slabs of some soft substance much 
like gypsum *or Hmestonc. This dissovxry quickly 
brought Mr. Botta to the spot, in a"*^^ of exato- 
ment. He now took the direction; the works 
himself, had a trench dug from theb^trftle straight 
into the mound, wide and deep, toKfr# the place 
already laid open from above. V\ b#,wfts ins aston. 
isbment on hading that he ha^ lijrcd a hatt 
r ^ lined all roubd, except wl^ MterrunUonu 
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indicated tli^e place of doorways* leading Ifet?? %itt|p: 
rooms, ifrjth*sculptured slabs |i;^i!ar to th© one %l^: 
discovered, arid representing scenes of battles, sfegfil 
and t he like. He walked as in a dream. It wai# 
new and wonderful world suddenly dpened. F<3ff‘ 
these sculptfirea evidei|tl^ recorded the deeds erf , the 
builder, some pijwerful conqueror and king. And" 
those long and close lines ehgf'aved in thi stone, id!; 
along the slabs, in the same peculiar character as the 
short inscriptions on the bricks that lay scatter^ 
on the plain — they must surely contain the text to 
these sculptured illustrations. Uut who is to read 
them? They are not like any known writing in. the 
wurld and may remaiw a sealejl foacyer. 

Wlto, then, was the builder? To what age belong 
these structures? Which of the wars we read about 
arc her< portrayeti? None of these questions, 
which ttiusi hiv'e strangely agitated him, could Mf.. 
Bolta have answered at the time. But not the leas 
to him remains the glory of having, first of living 
men, entered the piilace of an Assyrian |j;ing. *1 
18. Mr. Botta henceforth devtked himself 
sively to the mound of Khorsabad. Hfe* discovery 
created an immense sensation in Eurojie. Scholar^ 
indifTerence \yas not proof against so ualool^ti.|<wt 
a shock; lhea-cvulsir»«i was complete and the spirit 
of research and enterprise was effectually arottsed, 
not to slumber again. The French consul was , sups 
plied by hfe government with ample means to carry 
on excavations on a large scale. If the success 
may be considered as merely a great piece of gbod 
fortune, the following ones Were certainly due .ito 
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intelligent, untiring l^bor and ingenuous^fclujlarship. 
We see the results in Botta*s voluminous work 
** Monuments de Ninive ** * and in the fine Assyr- 
ian collection of the Louvre, in the first room of 
which is placed, as is but just, the porJ:rait of the 
man to whose efforts and dev<^tion it is due. 

19. The great English investigator Layard, then 
a young anci enthusiastYc scholar on his Eastern trav- 
els, passing through Mosul in 1842, found Mr. Botta 
engaged on his first and unpromising attempts at 
Koyunjik, and subsequently wrote to him from 
Constantinople exhorting him to persist and not 
give up his hopes of success. He was one of the 
first to hear of the astounding news from Khorsa- 
bad, and immediately ifetersnined to carry out a 
long-cherished project of his own, that of exploring 
a large moynd known among the Arabs under the 
name of NlMRUD, and situated somewhat lower on 
the Tigri.s, near that river’s junction with one of its 
chief tributaries, the Zab. Thp difficulty lay in 
procuring the necegsary funds. Neither the trus- 
tees of the British Museum nor the English Govern- 
ment were at first willing to incur such considerable 
expense on wh^t was still looked upon as very un- 
certaii\ chamces. It was a private gentleman, Sir 
Stratford Canning, then English minister at Con- 
stantinople, who generously came forward, and 
announced himself willing t^ meet the outlay with- 
in certain limits, while authorities at home were to 

• In five huge folio volumes, one of text, two of inscriptions, and 
two of illustrations. The title jshows that Hotta erroneously imag- 
ined the ruins he had discovered to Iw those ot Nineveh itself. 
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be soli^tec^and worked upon.# So Mr. Layard was 
enabled to begin operations on the mound which 
he had specially selected for himself in thh autumn 
of 1845, the year after that in which the building of 
Khorsabad* was finally laid open by Botta. The 
results of his expedirtomwere so startlingly vast and 
important, and^the particulars of his work on the 
Assyrian plains arc so interesting and picturesque, 
that they will furnish ample materials fur a separate 
chapter. 
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r. In the first part November, 1845, we find the 
enthusiastic and cntcrprisinij young scholar on the 
scene of hi;> future exertions and triumphs. His 
first night in the wilderness, in a ruinous Arab vil- 
lage amidst the •smaller mounds of Nimrud, is 
vividly described by him : — ** I slept little during 
the night. The hovel in which we had taken shel- 
ter, and it* inmates, did not invite slumber; but 
such scenes and companions were not new to me ; 
they could have been forgotten, had my brain been 
less excited. Hopes. long-cheri*hcd. were now to 
be reali 7 ed,*or wore to end in disappointment. 
Visions of palaces underground, of gigantic mon- 
sters, of sculptured figures, and endless inscriptions 
floated before me. After forming plan after plan 
for removing the earth, and extricating these treas- 
ures, I fancied myself wandering in a maze of 
chambers from which I could find no outlet. Then 
again, all was reburied, anck 1 was standing on the 
grass-covered mound.’* 

2. Although not doomed to disappointment in 
the end, these hopes ^ere yet to be thwarted in 
many ways before the visions of that night became 

19 # 
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reality.^ For many and various were the difficulties 
which Layard had to contend with during the fol- 
lowing months as well as during his secorrd expedi- 
tion in 1848. The material hardships of perpetual 
camping out in an uncongenial climate, without any 
of the simplest convuni^nces of life, and the fevers 
and sickness repeatedly brought on by exposure to 
winter rains and summer heat, should perhaps be 
counted among the least of them, for they had their 
compensations. Not so the ignorant and ill-natureB 
opposition, open or covert, of the Turkish authori- 
ties. That was an evil to which no amount of phi- 
losophy could ever fully reconcile him. His expe- 
riences in that line form an amusing collection. 
Luckily, the first was: also the worst. I'hc pasha 
whom he found installed at A^osul was, in appear- 
ance and temper, more like an ogre tjian a man. 
He was the terror of the country. His cruelty and 
rapacity knew no bounds. When he sent his tax- 
collectors on thejr dreaded round, he used to dis- 
miss them with this short an^ pithy instruction: 
“Go, destroy, eat ! ’* n.e. “ plunder ’’)• and for his 
own profit had revived several kinds of contribu- 
tions which had been suffered to falj into disuse, es- 
pecially one called “ tooth-mondy/* — corjipensa- 
tion in money, levied upon all villages in which a 
man of such rank is entertained, for the wear and 
tear of his teeth in masticating the food he conde- 
scends to receive from the inhabitants.” 

3. The letters with which Layard wns provided 
secured him a gracious reception from this amiable 
personage, who allowed him to begin operations 



LA YARD AND fflS WORK, 


21 


on the great mouryl of Nimrud witl^ the party 
of Arab workmen whom he had hired tor the 
purpose.* Some time after, it came to the Pasha’s 
knowledge that a few fragments of gold leaf had 
been found in the rubbish and he even procured 
a small particle as sample;. Jilc immediately con- 
cluded, as the Arab chief had done, that the Eng- 
lish traveller was dig^^ng for hidden treasure — an 
object far more intelligible to them than that of 
disinterring and carrying home a quantity of old 
broken stones. This incident, by arousing the great 
man’s rapacity, might have caused him to put a 
stop to all further search, had not Laytird, who 
well knew that treasure of this kind was not likely 
to be plentiful in the rtiins,^ immediately proposed 
that his Excellency should keep an agent at the 
mound, tc^tJikc charge of all the precious metals 
which nfiight be discovered there *in the course of 
the excavations. The Pasha raised no objections 
at the moment, but a few days jater announced to 
Layard thati to hii^ great regret, he felt it his duty 
to forbid tRe continuation of the work, since he had 
just learned that the diggers were disturbing a 
Mussulman burying-ground. As the tombs of true 
beliewjrs sfre held very sacred and inviolable by 
Mohammedans, this would hate been a fatal obsta- 
cle, had not one of the Pasha’s own officers confi- 
dentially disclosed to Layj^rd that the tombs were 
sAam oftes^ that he and his men had been secretly 
€mployed*to fabricate them, and for two nights had 
been bringing stones^ for the purpose from the 
surrounding vilfages. **We have destroyed more 
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tombs of tjue believers/* said, the Aga, — (officer) — 
“ in marking sham ones, than ever you could have 
^filed. We have killed our horses and ^ourselves 
in carrying those accursed stones/* Fortunately 
the Pasha, whose^ misdeeds could not be tolerated 
even by a 1 urkish gQ>vecnment, was recalled about 
Christmas, and succeeded by^ an official of an en- 
tirely different stamp, a iricfn whose reputation for 
justice and mildness had preceded him, and whose 
arrival was accordingly greeted with public rejoic- 
ings. Operations at the mound now proceeded for 
some time rapidly and successfully^. But this very 
success at one time raised new difficulties for our 
explorers. . * 

4, One day% as Layard was returning to the 
mound from an excursion, he was met on the way 
by two Arabs who I’ad ridden out to myet him at 
full speed, and ftom a distance shouted to him in 
the wildest excitement: ** Hasten, O Bcy^! hasten 
to the diggers! for they' have found Nimrod him- 
self. It is wonderful, but it is true! we have seen 
him with our eyes. There is no God t)ut God ! *' 
Greatly puzzled, he hurried on and, descending into 
the trench, found that the workmen Jiad uncovered 
a gigantic head, the body' to which was stijl im- 
bedded in earth and rubbish. This head, beauti- 
fully sculptured in the alabaster furnished by the 
neighboring hills, surpassed in height the tallest 
man present. The great shapely features, in their 
majestic repose, seemed to guard sonre mighty 
secret and to defy the bustling curiosity of those 
who gazed on them in wonder and fear. One of 
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the workmen, on catching the first glimpse of the 
monster, had thrown down his basket «nd ^run off 
toward Mossul as fast as his legs could carry him.” 
5. The* Arabs came in crowds from the sur- 
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rounding encampments; th^y could scarcely be 
persuaded that the image was of stone, and com 
tended that it was not ^he work of men’s hands, 
but of infidel giants of olden times. The com- 
motion .^on spread to Mosul, where the terrified 
workman, entering breathless into the bazars, 
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announced to ev^ery one he met that Nimrod 
had appeared.” The authoriti6s of the town were 
alarmed, put their heads together and decyied that 
such idolatrous proceedings were an outrage to re- 
ligion. The consequence was that Layard was re- 
quested by# his friend Ismail-Pasha to suspend 
operations for awhilefurltil the excitement should 
have subsided, request witjgi which he thought it 
wisest to comply without remonstrance, lest the 
people of Mosul might come out in force and deal 
with his precious find as they had done with the 
sculptured figure at Koyunjik in Rich’s time. The 
alarm, however, did not last long. Both Arabs and 
Turks soon became familiar with the strange crea- 
tions which kept emerging out of the earth, and 
learned to discuss thent with great calm and grav- 
ity. The colossal bulls and lions with wings and 
human heads, of which several pairs wefc discov- 
ered, some of them in a state of perfect preserva- 
tion, were especially the objects of wonder and con- 
jectures, which generally ended in a curse “ on all 
infidels and their works,” the conclusion* jurived at 
being that “ the idols ” were to be sent to England, to 
form gateways to the palace of the Queen. And 
when some of these giants, now in^thd British Mu- 
seum, were actually removed, with infinite pains 
and labor, to be dragged down to the Tigris, and 
floated down the river on rafts, there was no end to 
the astonishment of Layard’s simple friends. On 
one such occasion an Arab Sheikh, or chieftain, 
whose tribe had engaged to assist in moving one of 
the winged bulls, opened his heart to him. In the 
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name of the Most High/’ said he, “ tell^me, O Bey, 
what you are going to do with these stohes. So 
many tlK>usands of purses spent on such things! 
Can it be, as you say, that your people learn wisdom 
from them? or is it as his reverence the Cadi de- 
clares, that they are to go J:o the patace of your 
Queen, who, with the rest of the unbelievers, wor- 
ships these idols ^ As* for wisdom, these figures 
will not teach you to make any better knives, or scis- 
sors, or chintzes . and it is in the making of these 
things that the English show their wisdom/’ 

6. Such was the view very generally taken of 
Layard’s work by both Turks and Arabs,. from the 
Paslia dowm to tl^e humblest digger in his band of 
laborers, and he seldom felt called upon to play 
the raissionai*)" of science, knowing as he did that all 
such efforts would be but wasted breath. This want 
of intellectual sympathy did not* prevent the best 
understanding from existing between himself and 
these rangers of the desert. The primitive life 
which he l<,'d amongst them for so many months, 
the kindl)® hospitality which he invariably experi- 
enced at their hands during the excursions made 
and the visits he paid to different Bedouin tribes in 
the intervals of recreation which he was compelled to 
allow himself from time to time — these are among 
the most pleasurable memories of those wonderful, 
dreamlike years. He lingers on them lovingly and 
retraces them through nriany a page of both his 
books *~-ipages which, for their picturesque vivid- 

* ** Nineveh and its Remains,” and Discoveries in Nineveh and 
Babylon.** 
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ness, must be perused with delight even by such as 
are but slightly interested in thd discovery of buried 
palaces and winged bulls. * One longs to have 
been with him through some of those peerless 
evenings when, after a long day’s work, he sat 
before his oabin in the cool starlight, watching 
the dances with vvhicTi fliose indefatigable Arabs, 
men and women, solaced tlu-'pisclves deep into the 
night, while the encampment was lively with the 
hum of voices, and the fires lit to prepare the simple, 
meal. One longs to have shared in some of those 
brisk rides across plains so thickly enamelled with 
flowers, t^iat it seemed a patchwork of. many coK 
ors, and “the dogs, as they returned from hunt- 
ing, issued from the long gcass dyed rod, yellow, or 
blue, according to the •flowers through which they 
had last forced their way,’’ — the joy of the Arab’s 
soul, which madejthe chief, Layard’s friertd, contin- 
ually exclaim, rioting in the luxuriant herbage 
and scented air, as his marc waded through the 
flowers: — * What delight has God given us equal to 
this? It is the only thing worth living*fpr. What 
do the dwellers in cities know of true happiness? 
They never have seen grass or flowers! May God 
have pity on them ! How glor^ous*to watch the 
face of the desert changing its colors almost*from 
day to day, white succeeding to pale straw color, 
red to white, blue to red, lilac to blue, and bright 
gold to that, according t(f the flowers with which it 
decked itself! Out of sight stretches the gorgeous 
carpet, dotted with the black camers-hair tents of 
the Arabs, enlivened with flocks of sheep and camels, 
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and whole studs of^horscs of noble breed which are 
brought out from Mosul and left to graze ^ liberty, 
in the days of healthy breezes and fragrant pastures. 

7. So much for spring. A beautiful, a perfect sea- 
son, but unfortunately as brief as it is lovely, and 
too soon succeeded by the ^terrible Iftat and long 
drought of summer, which somet^es set in so sud- 
denly as Miardly to ^Ve the few villagers time to 
gather in their crops. Chaldea or Lower Mesopo- 

•tfimia is in this respect even worse off than the 
higher plains of Assyria. A temperature of 120® 
in the shade is no unusual occurrence in Baghdad ; 
true, it Cifn be reduced to 100^ in iho cellars of 
the .houses by <;arefully excluding the faintest ray 
of light, and it is therc‘*lhat the inhabitants mostly 
spend their days in summer. The oppression is 
such that Euro[>eans are entirely unmanned and 
unfitted for any kind of activity.* “Camels sicken, 
and birds are so distressed by the high temperature, 
that they sit in the date-trees about Baghdad, with 
their moutjis open, panting for*frcsh air.”* 

8. Ihit^the most frightful feature of a Mesopota- 
mian summer is the frequent and violent sand- 
storms, during which travellers, in addition to all the 
dangers o/fered by snow-storms — being buried alive 
and losing their way — are exposed to that of suffo- 
cation not only from the furnace-like heat of the 
desert-wind, but from the impalpable sand, which is 
whirled and driven beforeV, and fills the eyes, mouth 


♦ KawlinsoiCs *• Five Great Monarchies of the Ancient World,’* 
Vol. I.. Chap. II. 
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and nostrils qf horse and rider. Jhe three miJes’ ride 
from Layard*s encampment to the mound of Nim- 
rud must have been something more than ^pleasant 
morning exercise in such a season, and though the 
deep trenches and wells afforded a comparatively 
cool and delightful ret^eat^ he soon found that fever 
was the price to Ije paid for the indulgence, and was 
repeatedly laid up with it. ‘ ^ The verdure of the 
plain,** he says in one place, had perished almost 
in a day. Hot Avinds, coming from the desert, had* 
burnt up and carried away the shrubs; flights of 
locusts, darkening the air, had destroyed the few 
patches of*cultivation, and had completecf the havoc 
commenced by the heat of the syn. . . . Violent 
whirlwinds occasionally^swept over the face of the 
country. They could be seen as they advanced 
from the desert, carrying along with thcm^clouds of 
dust and sand. Almost utter darkness prevailed 
during their passage, which lasted generally about 
an hour, and nothing could resist their fury. On 
returning home one afternoon after a tempest of 
the kind, I found no traces of my dwellitigs; they 
had been completely carried away. Ponderous 
wooden frame-works had been borne over the bank 
and hurled some hundred yards dfstant ; •the ^ents 
had disappeared, and* my furniture was scattered 
over the plain.” 

9. Fortunately it would not require much labor 
to restore the wooden frames to their proper place 
and reconstruct the reed-plaited, mud-plasteced walls 
as well as the roof composed of reeds and boughs^ — 
such being the sumptuous residences of which Lay- 
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ard shared the largest with various domestic animals, 
from whose immediate companionship lie Was saved 
by. a thin partition, the other hovels being devoted 
to the wives, children and poultry of his host, to his 
own servants and different household uses. But the 
time came when not even^th^ accommbdation, poor 
as it was, could be enjoyed with arjj' degree of com- 
fort, Wften the summer heat set in in earnest, the 
huts became uninhabitable from their closeness and 
*the vermin with which they swarmed, while a can- 
vas tent, though far preferable in the way of airi- 
ness and cleanliness, did not afford sufficient shelter. 

10. “ In*this dilemma/* says Layard, “ I ordered a 
recc?ss to be cut into the bank of the river where 
it rose perpendicular!/ from the water’s edge. By 
screening the front vvith reeds and boughs of trees, 
and covejing the whole with similar materials, a small 
room was formed. I was much troubled, however, 
with scorpions and other reptiles, which issued from 
the earth forming the walls of my apartment ; and 
tetcr in the summer by the Ignats and sandflies 
which holered on a calm night over the river.’* It 
is difficult to decide between the respective merits 
of this novel summer retreat and of the winter 
dwelling,# ambitiously constructed of mud bricks 
dried in the sun, and rooftd with solid wooden 
beams. This imposing residence, in which Layard 
spent the last months of his first winter in Assyria, 
would have been sufficient protection against wind 
and weather, after it had been duly coated with 
mud. Unfortunately a heavy shower fell before it 
was quite completed, and so saturated the bricks 
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that they 4^^ ^ot dry again before the following 
spring. ‘‘'The consequence was,” he pleasantly re- 
marks, “that the only verdure on which •my eyes 
were permitted to feast before my return to Europe, 
was furnished by my own property — the walls in the 
interior of tlie rooms being continually clothed with 
a crop of grass.” c 

11. These few indications* Xrc sufficient to give a 

tolerably clear idea of what might be called “ Pleas-^ 
ures and hardships of an e.xplorer’slife in the desert.” 
As for the work itself, it is simple enough in the 
telling, although it must have been extremely weari- 
some and laborious in the performance. The sim- 
plest way to get at the contents of a mound, would 
be to remove all the ejrth hnd rubbish by carting 
it away, — a piece of work which pur searchers might 
no doubt have accomplished with great faglity, had 
they had at their disposal a few scores of thousands 
of slaves and captives, as had the ancient kings who 
built the huge constructions the ruins of which had 
now to be disinterred. With a hundred or two of 
hired workmen and very limited funds, thff case was 
slightly different. The task really amounted to this: 
to achieve the greatest possible results^ at the least 
possible expense of labor and time', and this is Jiow 
such excavations are •carried out on a plan uni- 
formly followed everywhere as the most practical 
and direct : . ^ 

12. Trenches, more or less wide, are conducted 
from different sides towards the centre of the^mound. 
This is obviously the surest and shortest way to 
arrive at whatever remains of^ walls may be im- 
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bedded in it* But even this preliminary operation 
has to be cairied out with some judgment and dis- 
cernment. It is known that the Chaldeans and 
Assyrians constructed their palaces and temples not 
upon the level, natural soil, but ilpon an artificial 
platform of brick and earth, at least thirty feet high. 
This platform \v;as faced on all sides with a strong 
wall of solid burned brick,* often niorcdvcr cased 
with stone. A trench dug straight from the plain 
into the lower part of the mound would conse- 
quently be wasted labor, since it could never bring 
to anything but that same blind wall, behind which 
there is only the solid mass of the platform. Dig- 
ging therefore begins in the slope pf the mound, at 
a height corresponding to *the supposed height of 
the platform, and is carried on straight across its 
surface until a wall is reached,— a wall belonging to 
one of the palaces or temples. This wall has then 
to be followed, till a break in it is found, indicating 
an entrance or doorway.* The burrowing process 
becomes more and' more complicated,^ and some- 
times dangerous. Shafts have *to be sunk from 
above at frequent interv^als to introduce air and light 
into the long and narrow corridor ; the .sides and 
vault have to be propped by beams to prevenj the 
soft earthy mass from falling in and crushing the 
diggers. Every shovelful of earth cleared away is 
removed in baskets which are passed from hand to 
hand till they are emptieefoutside the trench, or else 
lowered empty and sent up full, through the shafts 
by means of ropes and pulleys, to be emptied on the 
top. When a doorway is readied, it is cleared all 
♦ Sec Figure iSi on p. 53. 




MOUND OP BABIL. (RUINS OP BABYLON. 


34 


nvrA'ODVCT/ON. 


through tj;ie thickness of the wall, which is very 
great ; then a similar tunnel is conducted all along 
the inside of the wall, the greatest care being needed 
not to damage the sculptures which generally line it, 
and which, as it is, are more ol* less injured and 
cracked, fheir upper parts sometimes entirely de- 
stroyed by thc^action of fire. When the tunnel has 
been carried along the four sides, every doorway or 
portal carefully noted and cleared, it is seen from the 
measurements, — especially the width — whether the 
space explored be an inner court, a hall or a cham- 
ber. If the latter, it is sometimes entirely cleared 
from above, when the rubbish frequently yields 
valuable finds in the shape of various small articles. 
One such chamber, uncovered by Layard, at Koy- 
unjik, proved a perfect mine of treasures. The 
most curious relics were brought to light in it : 
quantities of studs and small ro.settes in mother- 
of-pearl, ivory and metal, (such as were used to 
ornament the harnc.ss of the war-horses), bowls, 
cups and dishes eff bronze,* besides caldrons, shields 
and other items of armor, evl^n glassy, bowls, lastly 
fragments of a royal throne — possibly the very 
throne on which King Sennacherib sat to give 
audience or pronounce judgments* ky the palace 
at Koyunjik w^hcr^e these objects were found was 
built by that monarch so long familiar to us only 
from the Bible, and the sculptures and inscriptions 
which cover its walls afe the annals of his conquests 
abroad and his rule at home. 

A description of the removal of the colossal bulb 
and lions which were shipped to England and now 
^ Srg Figures 5 6,ftnd 7. 
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are safely housed in the British Museunj, ought by 
rights to form the ^osc of a chapter devoted to 
Layard jind his work." But the reference must 



5.— BRONZE UISH. 

suffice; the vKid and entertaining narrative should 
be read in the original, as tlje passages are too long 
for transcription, and would be marred by quoting. 




III. 

a 

THK ftCiNS. 

‘‘And thev said to one another, < Jo to, let u.s make !>rick, and l^jirii 
rhem throughly. Aud they had brick for »tonc and slime for mor 
tar.*’ — Gin. xu 3. 

1. It is a principle, long ago laid down and univer- 
sally recognized, that every country makes its own 
people. That is, the mode of life and the intellect- 
ual culture of a people are shaped by the character- 
istic features of the land in which it dwells; or, in 
other words, n>cn can live only in a rrianner suited 
to the peculiarities of their native country. Men 
settled along the sea-shore will lead a different life, 
will develop diffbrent qualities of mind and body 
from the owners of vast inlaiid pastujce-grounds or 
the holders of rugged mountain fastnesses. They 
will all dress differently, eat different food, follow 
different pursuits. Their very dwtillings and public 
buildings will prerent an entirely different aspect, 
according to the material which they will have at 
hand in the greatest abundance, be it stone, wood 
or any other substarite suitable for the puri)Ose. # 
Thus ever>" country will create its own peculiat 
style of art, determined chiefly by its own natural 

productions. On these, architecture, the art of the 
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builder, will be evqi more dependent# than any 
other. 

2. It w#uld seem as though Chaldea or Lower 
Mesopotamia, regarded from this point of view, could 
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never have originated any ;ft*chitecture at all, for it 
is, at first sight, absolutely deficient in building 
materials of any sort. The whole land is alluvial, 
that is, formed, gradually, through thousands of 
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years, of t}\^ rich mud deposited by the two rivers, 
as they spread into vast m^irshy flats towards the 
end of their course. Such soil, when hardened into 
sufficient consistency, is the finest of all for cultiva- 
tion, and a greater source of wealth than mines of 
the most precious o^e; but it bears no trees and 
contains no stone. The people who were first 
tempted to settle in the loxtlands towards the Per- 
sian Gulf by the extraordinary fertility of that re- 
gion, found nothing at all available to construct 
their simple dwellings — nothing but reeds of enor- 
mous size, which grew there, as they tlo now, in 
the greatest profusion. These reeds “ cover the 
marshes in the summer-time, rising often to the 
height of fourteen or fiffeen feet. The Arabs of 
the marsh region form their houses of this material, 
binding the stems together and bendinjj; them into 
arches, to make the skeletons of their buildings; 
while, to form the walls, they stretch across from 
arch to arch mats made of the leaves.’’ * 

3. There can be no doubt that of sufh habitations 
consisted the villages and towns of those first set- 
tlers, They gave quite sufficient shelter in the vx‘ry 
mild winters of that region, and, when coated with a 
layer of mud which soon dried and liarjcncd in the 
sun, could exclude c«ven the violent rains of that sea- 
son. But they were in no way fitted for more am- 
bitious and dignified purposes. Neither the j)alaccs 
of the kings nor the tcinplcs of the gods could be 
constructed out of bent reeds. Something more 


* Kawlinson*s “ Five .Monarchies,’* Vol I., p. 46. 
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durable must be found, some material that would 
lend itself to constructions of any size or*shape. 
The mud coating of the cabins naturally suggested 
such a material. Could not this same mud or clay, 
of which an inexhaustible supply was always on 
hand, be moulded into cakes of even sizft, and after 
being left to dry in the sun, be pil^*d into walls of 
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the reejuired height and ihickijcss? And so men 
began to make bricks. It was found that the clay 
gained much in consistency when mixed with finely 
chopped straw— -another article of which the coun- 
try, abounjding in wheat and other grains, yielded 
unlimited quantities. But even with this improve- 
ment the sun-dried brkks could not withstand the 
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continued gction of many raipy seasons, or many 
torrid summers, but had q, tendency to crumble 
away when parched too dry, or to soak aiwl dissolve 
back into mud, when too long exposed to rain. 
All these defects were removed by the simple ex- 
pedient of ‘baking tl\e bricks in kilns or ovens, a 
process which gi,ves them the hardness and solidity 
of stone. But' as the cosi'^of kiln-dried bricks is 
naturally very much greater than that of the orig* 
inal crude article, so the latter continued to be used 
in far greater quantities; the walls were made en- 
tirely of them and only protected b}’ an outward 
casing of the hard baked bricks. These being so 
much more expensive, and calcukded to last forever, 
great care was bestowed on their preparation; the 
best clay was selected and they were stamped with 
the names and titles of the king bv whose order the 
palace or temple was built, for which they were to 
be used. This has been of great service in identi- 
fying the various ruins and assigning them dates, at 
least approximately. As is to be expected, there is 
a notable difference in the specimens cf different 
periods. While on some bricks bearing the name 
of a king who liv ed about ^ooo li.i . the inscription 
is uncouth and scarcely legible, and •even^ their 
shape is rude and the material very inferior, those 
of the later Babylonian period (6oo lia .) are hand- 
some and neatly made. As to the quality, all 
explorers agree in saying it is fully equal to that 
of the best modern English bricks. Thearxcellence 
of these bricks for building purposes is a fact so 
well known that for now two thousand years—ever 
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since the destruction of Babyloij — its walls, temples 
and paldces have been used as quarries for the con- 
struction of cities and villages. The littlcctown of 
Hillah, situated nearest to the site of the ancient 
capital, is built almost entirely with bricks from one 
single moiiitd, that o| Kask — once the gorgeous 
and far-famed palace of Nebuchadnezxar, whose 
name and titles thus grace vhe walls of the most 
lowly Arab and Turkish dwellings. All the other 
mounds are similarly used, and so far is the valuable 
mine from being exhausted, that it furnishes forth, 
to this day, a brisk and flourishing trade. While 
a party o£ workmen is continually emjdoyed in dig- 
ging for the available bricks, another is busy, con- 
veying them to Hillah ; the^e the\' are shipped on 
the Euphrates and earned to any place where build- 
ing materials are in demand, often even loaded on 
donkeys at this or that landing-place and sent miles 
away inland ; some arc taken as far as Baghdad, 
where they have been used f(;r ages. The same 
thing is done wherever there are mounds and ruins. 
Both Layard and his successors liad in allow their 
Arab workmen to build their own tern porarj' houses 
out of ancient bricks, only watching them narrowl) . 
lest they should break some valuable r^lic iji the 
process or use some of the handsomest and best- 
preserv^ed specimens. 

4. No construction of bricks, either crude or kiln- 
dried, could have sufficierfl solidity without the help 
of some kind of cement, to make them adhere 
firmly together. This also the lowlands of Chaldea 
and Babylonia yield in sufficient quantity and of 
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various qualfties. While in the early structures a 
kind of sticky red clay or loam is used, mixed with 
chopped straw, bitumen or pitch is substituted at a 
later period, which substance, being applied hot, 
adheres so firmly to the bricks, that pieces of these 
are broken oH when ar\ attempt is made to procure 
a fragment of tke cement. This valuable article 
was brought down by water l^om Is on the Euphra- 
tes (now called where abundant springs 

of bitumen are to this day in activit>^ Calcareous 
earth — i.e., earth strongly mixed with lime — being 
vei^" plentiful to the west of the lower Euphrates, 
towards the Arabian frontier, the Babylonians of 
the latest times learned to make of it a white mor- 
tar which, for lightness and j^renglh, has never been 
surpassed. 

5. All the essential materials for plain^but dur- 
able constructioni^ being thus procurable on the 
spot or in the immediate neighborhootl, the next 
important point was the selection of proper sites for 
raising these constructions, which were to serve 
purposes of defence as well as of worship ^nd royal 
majesty. A rocky eminence, inaccessible on one or 
several sides, or at least a hill, a knoll ^omewhat ele- 
vated above the surrounding plain, have usually 
been chosen wherever^such existed. But this was 
not the case in Chaldea. There, as far as eye can 
see, not the slightest undulation breaks the dead 
flatness of the land. Yet there, more than any- 
where else, an elevated position was desirable, if 
only as a protection from the unhealthy exhalations 
of a vast tract of swamps, and from the intolerable 
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nuisance of swamis of aggressive and venomous 
insects, \vhic\ infest the entire river region during 
the long summer season. Safety from the attacks 
of the numerous roaming tribes which ranged the 
country in every direction before* it was definitely 
settled and 6rganizcd, was also not among the last 
considerations. what nature had refused, the 
cunning and labor of man had to supply. ‘ Artificial 
hills or platforms were constructed, of enormous 
size and great height — from thirty to fifty, even 
sixty feet, and on their flat summits the buildings 
were raised. These platforms sometimes supported 
only one .palace, sometimes, as in the case of the 
immense mounds of Koyunjik and Nimrud in As- 
syria, their surface had ro6m for several, built by 
successive kings. Of course such huge piles could 
not be entirely executed in solid masonrj', even of 
crude bricks. These were generally mixed with 
earth and rubbish of all kinds, in more or less regu- 
lar, alternate layers, the bricks being laid in clay. 
But the outward facing \vas in all cases of baked 
brick. The platform of the principal moKnd which 
marks the place of andent Uk, (now called Mui;- 
HEIR),^ is faced with a wall ten feet thick, of red 
kiln-dried bricks, cemented with bitumty. Iji As- 
Syria, where stone was not scarce, the sides of the 
platform were even more frequently “ protected 
by massive stone-masonr}% carried perpendicularly 
from the natural grounA to a height somewhat 
exceeding that of the platform, and either made 
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plain at the top, or else crowned into stone battle- 
ments cut into gradines/’* • 

6. Son]c mounds arc considerably higher than the 
others and of a peculiar shape, almost like a pyra- 
mid, that is, endihg in a point from which it slopes 



# Il.~ OF Ml'CHFIK (AVriFNT I R). 

down rapidly ■«>n all si<los. Such is the pyramidal 
rnouiM of ^"imrud, which Lavard describes as being 
so striking and picturesque an object as you ap- 
proach the ruins from any point of the plain. f Such 
also is the still more pic^jresque mound of BOR- 
Sir (now Hirs Nimruu) near Babylon, the larg- 

♦ Rawlinson s “ Five Monarchies,’* Vol, 1 ,, p, 549, 
f Figure 10. . 



48 


INTRODUCTION. 


est of this kind.* These mounds are the remains of 
peculiai* constructions, called ZJg(;urats, composed 
of several platforms piled one on the other, each 
square in shape and somewhat smaller than the 
preceding one ; the topmost pKitform supported 
a temple oi sanctuary, which by these means was 
raised far above the dwellings of men,. a constant 
reminder not less eloquent .t^ian the exhortation in 
some of our religious services : “ Lift up your 
hearts ! ” Of these heavenward pointing towers, 
which were also used as observ atories by the Chal- 
deans, great lovers of the starry heavens, that of 
Borsip, pnee composed of seven stages, is the 

loftiest; it measures over 150 feet in perpendicular 

• * 

height. c 

7. It is evident th.lt these artificial hills could 
have been erected only at an indredible cost of labor. 
The careful measurements which have been taken 
of several of the princij)al mounds have enabled 
explorers to make an accurate calculation of tlie 
exact amount of labor em[)loycd <»n each. The 
result is startling, even though 6ne is pi^qiared for 
something enormous. The great mound of Koyun- 
jik — which represents the palaces of Nineveh itself — 
covers an area of one hundred acriSs, and reaches 
an deviation of 95 (pet at its highest point. To 
heap up such a pile of brick and earth “ would re- 
quire the united exertions of 10,000 men for twelve 
years, or of 20,000 men f«r six years.*’ f Then only 
could the construction of the palaces be^in. The 

* Figure 71, p. 281. 

f Rdwlinson’s “ Five Monarchies,’* Vol. I., pp, 317 and 31S. 
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mound of Nebbi-Yynus, which has n^t yet been 
excavated, covers an area of forty acres and is loft- 
ier and rfjtecper than its neighbor : its erection 
would have given full employment to 10,000 men 
for the space of five years and a half/’ Clearly, 
none but conquering monarchs, who yearly took 
thousands of prisoners in battles and drove home 
into captivity a part the population of every 



^12. — TERrUcE WALL AT KHORSAU Vl». 
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country’’ they subdued, could have employed such 
hosts of wojjcmcn on their buildings— not once, but 
continually, for it seems to h»ve been a point of 
honor with the Assyrian kings that each should 
build a new palace for himself. 

8 . When one considers the character of the land 
along the i^pper course of the Tigris, where the As- 
syrians dwelt, one cannot help wondering why they 
went on building motfnds and using nothing but 
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bricks in their constructions.,, There is no reason 
for it in the nature of the country. The cities of 
Assyria — Nineveh (Koyunjik), Kalah r(Nimrud), 
Arbela, Dur-Shakrukin (Khorsabad) were built 
in the midst of a hilly rcj^ion at)ounding in many 
varieties of stone, frem soft limestone to hard ba- 
salt; some of them actually stood on rocky ground, 
their moats being in part* cut througli the rock. 
Had they wanted stone of better quality, they had 
only to get it from the Zagros range of mountains, 
which skirts all Assyria to the East, separating it 
from Media. Yet they never availed themselves 
of these resources, which must have led to great 
improvements in their architecture, and almost en- 
tirely reserv^ed the u^e of stone for ornamental pur- 
poses. This would tend to show, at all events, that 
the Assyrians were not distinguished for inventive 
genius. They had wandered northward from the 
lowlands, where they had dwelt for centuries as a 
portion of the Chaldean nation. When they sepa- 
rated from it and went off to found cities for them- 
selves, they took with them certain arte and tricks 
of handicraft learned in the old home, and never 
thought of making any change in^ them. It does 
not even seem to have occurred to them ^hat by 
selecting a natural^rockj" elevation for their build* 
ings they would avoid the necessity of an artificial 
platform and save vast amount of labor and time. 

9. That they did pu? stone to one practical use — 
the outward casing of their walls and platforms — we 
have already seen. The blocks must have been cut 
in the Zagros mountains and brought by water— 
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raftea jJoum the Zab, or some other of the rivers 
which, springing from those mountains, flow into 
the Tigris. The process is represented with perfect 
clearness on some of the sculptures. That repro- 
duced in Fig. 13 is of great interest, as showing a 
peculiar mode of tiiansport, — rafts floated on in- 
flated skins — wiiiclris at the present moment in as 
general and constant use as it appears t6 have been 
in the same parts three thousand years ago and 
probably more. When Layard wished to send off 
the bulls and lions which he had moved from Nim- 
rud and Koyunjik down the Tigris to Baghdad and 
Busrah,' (or Bassorah), there to be embarked for 
liurope, he had recourse to this .conveyance# as no 
other is known for sipiilar purposes. This is how 
he describes the primitive, but ingenious contriv- 
ance : “ The skins of full-grown sheep and goats, 

taken off w ith as few incisions as possible, are dried 
and prepared, one aperture being left, through 
which the air is forced by the lungs. A framework 
of poplar beams, branches of trees, aijd reeds, hav- 
ing been constructed of the size of the intended 
raft, the inflated skins are tied to it by osier twigs. 
The raft is then complete and is moved to the water 
and launched. Care is taken to place .skjjns with 
their mouths upwaiHJ, that, in case any should burst 
or require refilling, they can be easily reached. 
Upon the framework arc piled bales of goods, and 
property belonging to^ merchants and travellers. 

. . , . The raftmen impel these rude vc^ls by long 
poies, to the ends of which arc fastened a few pieces 
of split cane. (Sec Fig. 14.) . During the floods in 
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spring, or after heayy rains, small rafts float 
from Mosul to Baghdad in about eighty-four hours; 
but the larger are generally six or seven days in 
performing the voyage. In summer, and when the 
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river is low, they arc frequently nearly a month in 
reaching their destination. When they have been 
unloaded, they arc broken up, and the beams, wood 
and twigs sold at considerable profit. The skins 
arc washed and afterward rubbed with a preparation, 
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to keep thera from cracking and rotting. They are 
then brought back, either on, the shoulders of the 
raftmen or upon donkeys, to Mossul and Tekrit, 
where the men engaged in the navigation of 
the Tigris usually reside.'* Numerous sculptures 
show us that similar skins were also used by swim- 
mers, who rode iipon them in the water, probably 
when they intended to swim 'a greater distance than 
they could have accomplished by their unassisted 
efforts. (See Figure i6.) 

lO. Our imagination longs to reconstruct those 
gigantic piles as they must have struck the beholder 
in their towering hugeness, approached from the 
plain probably by several stairways and by at . least 
one ascent of a slope gentle enough to offer a con- 
vTnient access to horses and chariots. What an im- 
posing object must have been, for inj^tance, the 
palace of Sennacherib, on the edge of its battle- 
mented platform (mound of Koyunjik), rising 
directly above the waters of the Tigris, — named in 
the ancient language “the Arrow" from the swift- 
nessof its current — into the golden and crimson glory 
of an Eastern sunset ! Although the .sameness and 
unwieldy nature of the material used must have pul 
architectural beauty of outline out of tiie question, 
the general effect ntust have been one of massive 
grandeur and majesty, aided as it was by the elabo* 
rate ornamentation lavished on every portion of the 
building. Unfortunately the work of rcconstruc 
tion is left almost entirely to imagination, which 
derives but little help from the shapeless heaps into 
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which tima has converted tbsse ancient, mighty 
halls* 

II. Fergusson, an English explorer an’d scholar 
whose works on subjects connected with art and 
especially architecture hold a high place, has at- 
tempted to restore tho palace of Sennacherib such 
as he imagines n to have been, from the hints fur- 
nished by the excavations, f Ic has produced a strik- 
ing and most effective picture, of which, however, 
an entire half is simply guesswork. The whole 
nether part — the stone-cased, battlementcd platform 
wall, the broad stairs, the esplanade handsomely 
paved with patterned slabs, and the lower part of 
the palace w^ith its casing of sculptured slabs and 
portals guarded by wir\ged bulls — is strictly accord- 
ing to the positive facts supplied by the excavations. 
For the rest, there is no authority whatevor. We do 
not even positivefy know whether there was any sec- 
ond story to Assyrian palaces at all. At all events, 
no traces of inside staircases have been found, and 
the upper part of the walls of ev^n the ground-floor 
has regularly been either demolished or*destroyed 
by fire. As to columns, it is impossible to ascertain 
how far they may have been used and in what way. 
Such as w'ere used could have been, as ff rule^only 
of wood — trunks of {^eat trees hewn and smoothed 
— and consequently every vestige of them has dis- 
appeared, though some^ round column bases in 
stone have been found.* The same remarks apply 

♦ See Fig. 20, p. 63, There is tmt one citccplion, tii ihe case of a 
recent exploration, during which one Military broken column-ilmft 
discovered. 
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to the restoration of«an Assyrian palacacouft, also 
after Fergusson, while that of a palace hall, after 
Layard, is»not open to the same reproach and gives 
simply the result ^of actual discoveries. Without, 
therefore, stopping long to consider jonjectures 
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more or less unsupported, let us rather tr}' to repro- 
duce in our minds a clear perception of what the 
audience hall of an Assyrian king looked like from 
what we mhy term positive knowledge. We shall 
find that our materials .will go far towards creating 
for us a vivid and authentic picture. 
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12 , On e^?tering such a haH, the first thing to 
strike us would probably be the pavement, either of 
large alabaster slabs delicately carved in gra^'eful pat- 
terns, as also the arched doorways leading into the 
adjacent rooms (see Figs. 24 and 25, pp. 69 and 71), 
or else covered with rqvvs of inscriptions, the charac- 
ters being deeply engraven and afterwards filled with 
a molten metallic substaneV:^ like brass ‘or bronze, 
which would give the entire floor the appearance of 
being covered with inscriptions in gilt characters, the 
strange forms of cuneiform writing making the whole 
look like an intricate and fanciful design. 

13, Our gaze would next be fascinated by the 
colossal human-hcaded winged buljs and lions Jceep- 
ing their silent watch in pairs at each of the por- 
tals, and we should notice with astonishment that 
the artists had allowed them each an extra leg, 
making the entite number five instcaJ of four. 
This was not done at random, but with a very well- 
calculated artistic object — that of giving the mon- 
ster the right number of legs, whether the spectator 
beheld it in front or in profile, as in botlucases one 
of the three front legs is concealed by the others. 
The front view shows the animal standing, while it 
appears to be striding when viewed fr<jjtn th^ side 
(See Figures 18 and 27, pp. 59 and 75.) The walls were 
worthy of these majestic door-keepers. The crude 
brick masonry disappeared up to a height of twelve 
to fifteen feet from the gPound under the sculptured 
slabs of soft grayish alabaster which wtye solidly 
applied to the wall, and held together by strong 
iron cramps. Sometimes one subject or one gigan- 
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tic figure o^^king or deity was represented on one 
slab ; olFten the same subject occupied sev^eral slabs, 
and not unfrequently was carried on along an en- 
tire wall. In this case the linos begun on one slab 
were continued on the next with such perfect 
smoothness, so absolutely without a break, as to 
warrant the conolusion that the slabs were sculpt- 
ured after they had been put in their places, not 
before. Traces of paint show that color was to a 
certain extent employed to enliven these represen- 
tations, probably not over plentifully and with some 
discrimination. Thus color is found in many places 
on the eyes, brows, hair, sandals, the draperies, the 
mitre or high head-dress of the l^ngs, on tho har- 
ness of horses and porUons* of the chariots, on the 
flowers carried by attendants,^ and sometimes on 
trees. Where a siege is portrayeil, the fl;ynes which 
issue out of wiiiliows and roofs seem always to 
have been painted red. There is reason to believe, 
however, that color was but sparingly bestowed on 
the sculptures, and therefore they mu§t have pre- 
sented a pleasing contrast with the riehifcss of the 
ornamentation which ran along the walls immedi- 
ately above, and which consisted of hard baked 
bricks of large size, painted and glazecWn tl^ fire, 
forming a continuoim frieze from three to five feet 
wide. Sometimes the painting represented human 
figures and various scenes, sometimes also winged 
figures of deities or fantaftic animals, — in which case 
it was usually confined above and below by a simple 
but graceful running pattern; or it would consist 
wholly of a more or less elaborate continuous pat- 
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tern like Fig. 22, 23, or 25, these last symbolical 
compositions with a religious signification. (See 
also Fig. 21, Interior view/’ etc.) ^ Curiously 
enough the remains — mostly very trifling frag- 
ments — which have been discovered in various ruins, 
show that these handsomely finished glazed tiles ex- 
hibited the vefy same colors which are nowadays 
in such high favor with ourselves for all sorts of 
decorative purposes: those used most frequently 
were a dark and a pale yellow, white and cream- 
color, a delicate pale green, occasionally orange and 
a pale lilac, very little blue and red ; olive-green and 
brown ^re favorite colors for grounds. “ Now and 
then an intense blue and a bright red occur, gener- 
ally together; but these positive hues are rare, and 
the taste of the Assyrians seems to have led them 
to prefer, for their patterned walls, pale and dull 
hues. , . . The -general tone of their coloring is 
quiet, not to say sombre. There is no striving after 
brilliant effects. The Assyrian artist seeks to 
please by the elegance of his forms and the har- 
mony of his hues, not to staitle by \ display of 
bright and strongly contrasted colors.*** 

I4. It has been asked : how were those halls 
roofed and how were they lighted ? questions which 
have given rise to ,much discussion and which can 
scarcely ever be answered in a positive way, since in 
no single instance has the upper part of the walls or 
any part whatever of the roofing been preserved. 
Still, the peculiar shape and dimensions of the princi- 


* G. Rawlinson’s ** Five Monarchies,” Vol, pp. 467, 468. 
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pal palace halls goe§ far towards establishing a sort 
of circumstantial evidence in the case. They are 
invariably long and narrow, the proportions in some 
being so striking as to have made them more like 
corridors than apartments — a feature, by the by, 
which must have greatly imp^red their ifrchitectural 
beauty : tliey were three or four ^imes as long as 
they were wide, and even more. The great hall of 
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the palace of Asshur-nazir-pal on the platform of 
the h^mrud^mound (excavated by Layard, who calls 
it, from its position, the Noath-West palace*') is 
160 feet long by not quite 40 wide. Of the five 
halls in the Khorsabad palace the largest measures 
1 16 ft. by 33, the smallest by 25, while the most 
imposing jn size of all yet laid open, the great hall 
of Sennacherib at Koyunjik, shows a length of fully 
180 ft. with a width oT 40. It is scarcely probable 
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that the old builders, who in other points have 
shown'so much artistic taste, ^should have selected 
this uniform and unsatisfactory shape for their state 
apartments, unless they were forcibly helcl to it by 
some insuperable imperfection iiT the means at their 
disposal. ‘That they knew how to use proportions 
more pleasing in their general effect, we see from 
the inner open courts, of which there were several 
in every palace, and which, in shape and dimensions 
are very much like those in our own castles and pal- 
aces, — nearly square, (about i8o ft. or I20 ft. each 
way) or slightly oblong: 93 ft. by 84, 124 ft. by 90, 
150 ft. by 125. Only two courts have been found 
to lean towards the long-and-narrow shape, one be- 
ing 250 ft. by 150, and tha other 220 by lOO. But 
even this is very different from those passage- 
like galleries. The only thing which entirely ex- 
plains this awkward feature of all the V)yal halls, 
is the difficulty of providing them with a roof. It 
is impossible to make a flat roof of nothing but 
bricks, and although the Assyrians knew how to 
construct arches, they used rtiem ohl^ for very 
narrow vaults or over gate-ways and doors, and 
could not have carried out the principle on any 
very extensive scale. The only obvious expedi- 
ent consisted in ^mply spanning tlic wfdth of 
the hall with wooden beams or rafters. Now no 
tree, not even the lofty cedar of Lebanon or the tall 
cypress of the East, \\*ill give a rafter, of equal 
thickness from end to end, more than 40 ft, in 
length, few even that. There was no getting over 
or around this necessity, and* so the matter was set- 
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tied fgr the artists quite aside from their own 
wishes. This also explains the great value which 
was attached by all the Assyrian conquercws to fine 
timber. It was often demanded as tribute, nothing 
could be more acceptable as a gift, and expeditions 
were frequently undeftaken into the distant moun- 
tainous regions^of the Lebanon on purpose to cut 
some. The difficulty about roofing would naturally 
fall away in the smaller rooms, used probably as 
sleeping and dwelling apartments, and accordingly 
they vary freely from oblong to square; the latter 
being generally about 25 ft. each way, sometimes 
less, but never more. There were a great many 
such chambers in a palace ; as many as sixtyt-eight 
have been discovered in ‘Sennacherib’s palace at 
Koyunjik, and a large portion of the building, be it 
remembered, is not yet fully explored. ^Some were 
as highly decora\ed as the great halls, some faced 
with plain slabs or plastered, and some had no or- 
naments at all and showed the crude brick. These 
differences probably indicate th^e difference of rank 
in the royal household of the persons t<f whom the 
apartments were assigned. 

15. The question of light has been discussed by 
eminent explorers — Layard, Botta, F40rgu.ss0n — at 
even greater length ^nd with a greater display of in- 
genuity than that of roofing. The results of the 
learned discussion maybe shortly summed up as fol- 
lows: We may take it*for granted that the halls 
were sufficiently lighted, for the builders would not 
have bestowed on them such lavish artistic labor had 
they not meant their work to be seen in all its details 
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and tojthe best advantage. This could be effected 
only in one of three ways, or in two combined : 
either by means of numerous small windows pierced 
at regular intervals above the frieze of enamelled 
bricks, between that and the roof, — or by means of 
one large opening in tiie roof of woodwork, as pro- 
posed by Layard in his own restoration, or by smaller 
openings placed at more frequent intervals. This 
latter contrivance is In general use now in Armenian 
houses, and Botta, who calls it a louvrey gives a 
drawing of it.* It is ver>" ingenious, and would have 
the advantage of not admitting too great a mass of 
sunlight and heat, and of being easily covered with 
carpets or thick felt rugs to exclude the rain.* The 
second method, though much the grandest in point 
of effect, would present none of these advantages 
and would be objectionable chiefly on^account of 
the rain, which, ‘pouring down in torrents — as it 
does, for weeks at a time, in those countries — must 
ver}^ soon damage the flooring where it is of brick, 
and eventually convert it into mud, nqt to speak of 
the inconvenience of making the state Apartments 
unfit for use for an indefinite period. The small side 
windows just below the roof would scarcely give suf* 
ficent light by themselves. Who knows bstt th§y may 
have been combinefl with the louvre system, and 
thus something ver>' satisfactory finally obtained. 

i6. The kings of Chaldea, Babylonia and Assyria 
seem to have been absolutely possessed with a ma- 
nia for building. Scarcely one of them Jtmt left in- 
scriptions telling how he raised tbis or that palace, 

♦See Fig. 33, p. 83. 
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this or that tempi# in one or other city, pften in 
many cities. Few contented themselves with re- 
pairing the buildings left by their predecessors. 
This is easy to be ascertained, for they always men- 
tion all they did in that line. Vanity, which seems 



24. — PAVKMF.NT 

to have been, together with the love of booty, almost 
their ruling passion, of coiyse accounts for this in a 
great measure. But there are also other causes, of 
which the principal one was the very perishable na- 
ture of the constructions, all their heavy massive- 
ness notwithstanding. Being made of compara- 
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tively 9oft mx\d yielding material, their very weight 
would cause the mounds to settle and bulge out at 
the sides in some places, producing crevices in 
others, and of course disturbing the balance of the 
thick but loose masonry of the walls constructed on 
top of them. These accidents could not be guarded 
against by the buter casing of stone or burnt brick, 
or even by the strong buttresses which* were used 
from a ver>^ early period to prop up the unwieldy 
piles: the pressure from within was too great to be 
resisted. 

17. An outer agent, too, was at work, surely and 
steadily destructive : the long, heavy winter rains. 
Crude brick, when exposed to moisture, easily dis- 
solves into its original element — mud ; even burned 
brick is not proof against vefy long exposure to 
violent wettings; and we know that the mounds 
were half composed of loose rubbish. Once 
thoroughly permeated with moisture, nothing could 
keep these huge masses from dissolution. The 
builders were well aware of the danger and strug- 
gled against it to the best of their A>ility by a 
verj” artfully contrived and admirably executed sys- 
tem of drainage, carried through the mounds in all 
directions and pouring the accumulated waters into 
the plain out of rhf)uths beautifully constructed in 
the shape of arched vaults.* Under the flooring of 
most of the halls have been found drains, running 
along the centre, then bending off towards a conduit 
in one of the corners, which carried Uie contents 
down into one of the principal channels. 

♦ Figures* 34 and 35, p. 84. 
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1 8 . But all these precautions were, in the long run, 
of little avail, so that it was frequently a sini^>ler and 
less expensive proceeding for a king to build a new 
palace, tftan to keep repairing and propping up an 
old one which crumbled to pieces, so to speak, under 
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the workmen’s hands. It is not astonishing that 
sometimes, when they had to give up an old man- 
sion as hopeless, they proceeded to demolish it, in 
order to carry away the stone and use it in struct- 
ures of their own, probably not so much as a matter 



72 


WTJRODUCT/ON. 


of thrift, as with a view to quickening the work, 
stone-cutting in the quarries and transport down the 
river always being a lengthy operation. ^ This ex- 
plains why, in some later palaces, slabs were found 
with their sculptured face turncd'to the crude brick 
wall, and the other srjioothed and prepared for the 
artist, or with fhe sculptures half erased, or piled 
up against the wall, ready to be put in place. The 
nature of the injuries which caused the ancient 
buildings to decay and lose all shape, is very faith- 
fully described in an inscription of the Babylonian 
king Nebuchadne/zar. in which he relates how he 
constructed the Ziggurat of Borsip on the site of 
an ancient construction, which he, repaired, as Jar as 
it went. This is what he says: “ The temple of the 
Seven Spheres, the Tower of Rorsi]) which a for- 
mer king had built .... but had not finished its 
upper part, from < remote days had fallen Into decay. 
The channels for drawing off the water had not been 
properly provided ; rain and tempest had washed 
away its bricks ; the bricks of the roof were cracked , 
the bricks of the building weref washt'd^away into 
heaps of rubbish.” All this sufficiently accounts 
for the peculiar aspect offered by the Mesopotamian 
ruins. Whatever process of destruction the build- 
ings underwent, whe^fher natural or violent, by con- 
querors' hands, whether through exposure to fire or 
to stress of weather, the upper part would be the 
first to suffer, but it wouid not disappear, from the 
nature of the material, which is not combustible. 
The crude bricks all through the enormous thickness 
of the walls, once thoroughly loosened, dislodged, 
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dried up^ or soaked through, would lose their 
consistency and tumble down into the courts and 
halls, choking them up with the soft Rubbish into 
which they crumbled, the surplus rolling down the 
sides and forming those even slopes which, from a 
distance, so deceivii^gly imitate natural hills. Time, 
accumulatingi the drift-sand from the desert and 
particles of fertile earth, does the res^; and clothes 
the mounds with the verdant and flowery garment 
which is the delight of the Arab's eyes. 

19. It is to this mode of destruction the Assyrian 
kings allude in their annals by the continually recur- 
ring phrase: “ I destroyed their cities, I overwhelmed 
them, I burned them in the ftre, / made heaps of 
them,"' However diffiicult^it is to get at the treasures 
imbedded in these ‘‘ heaps," we ought not to repine 
at the labor, since they owe* their preservation en- 
tirely to the soft masses of earth, sand and loose rub- 
bish which have protected them on all sides from the 
contact with air, rain and ignorant plunderers, keep- 
ing them as safely — if not as transparently — housed 
as a walnut in its lump of canditrd sugar.# The explor- 
ers know this so well, that when they leave the ruins, 
after completing their work for the time, they make 
it a point to fill all the excavated spaces with the 
very rubbish that kas been taken out of them at the 
cost of so much labor and time. There is some- 
thing impressive and reverent in thus re-burying 
the relics of those dead ages and nations, whom the 
mysterious gloom of their self-erected tombs be- 
comes better than the glare of the broad, curious 
daylight. When Layard, before his departure, after 
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once more wandering; with some friends tjirough all 
the trenches, tunnels and passages of the Nimrud 
mound, to, gaze for the last time on the wonders on 
which no man had looked before him, found himself 



», 27. — WINGED BVLL, 

(Perrot and Chipic*i| 

once more on the naked platform and ordered the 
workmen to cover them up again, he was strongly 
moved by the contrast : Wc look around in vain/’ 
says he, ‘‘ (pr any traces of the wonderful remains 
we have just seen, and are half inclined to believe 
that we have dreamed a dream, or have been listen- 
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ing to S 9 me tale of Eastern ^romance. Some, who 
may hereafter tread on the spot when the grass 
again grows over the Assyrian palaces, ^ay indeed 
suspect that I have been relating a vision.” 

20. It is a curiou^ fact that in Assyria the ruins 
speak to us only of the living, and that of the dead 
there are no traces whatever. One mig*ht think peo- 
ple never died there at all. Yet it is well known 
that all nations have bestowed as much care on the 
interment of their dead and the adornment of their 
last resting-place as on the construction of their 
dwellings — nay, some even more, for instance, the 
Egyptians. To this loving venciration for the dead 
history owes half its discoveries; indeed we should 
have almost no reliable information at all on the 
very oldest races, who lived before the ^invention of 
writing, were i^not for their tombs and the things 
we find in them. It is very strange, therefore, that 
nothing of the kind should be found in Assyria, a 
country which stood so high in culture. For the 
sepulchres which are fr^und in such nuinbers in ^me 
mounds down to a certain depth, belong, is 
shown by their very position, to later races, mostly 
even to the modern Turks and Arabs^r This pecu* 
liarity is so puzzling that scholars almost incline to 
suppose that the Assyrians either made away with 
their dead in some manner unknown to us, or else 
took them somewhere fo bury. The latter conjec- 
ture, though not entirely devoid of foundation, as 
wfit shall see, is unsupported by any positive facts, 
and therefore was never seriously discussed. The 
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question is simply left open, *jntil something hap- 
pens to shed light on it. 

21. It is just the contrary in Babylonia. It can 
boast few handsome ruins or sculptures. The plat- 
forms and main walls of many palaces and tem- 
ples have been know^i from the names stamped on 
the bricks and « the cylinders found in the founda- 
tions, but they present only shapeless brasses, from 
which all traces of artistic work have disappeared. 
In compensation, there is no countiy^ in the world 
where so many and such vast cemeteries have been 
discovered. It appears that the land of Chaldea, 
— perhaps because it was the cradle of nations which 
afterwards grew to greatness, as -the Assyrians and 
the Hebrews — was regarded as a place of peculiar 
holiness by its own inhabitants, and probably also 
by neighboring countries, which would^explain the 
mania that seems to have prev^ailcd through so 
many ages, for burjing the dead there in unheard 
of numbers. Strangely enough, some portions of it 
even now are held sacred in the same §ense. There 
are shrines in Kerbela and Nedjif (somem hat to the 
west of Babylon) where every caravan of pilgrims 
brings from Persia hundreds of dead bodies in their 
felt-covered coffins, for burial. They.are brought 
on camels and horses. On each side of the animal 
swings a coffin, unceremoniously thumped by the 
rider s bare heels. These coffins arc, like merchan- 
dise, unladen for the nig:ht — and sometimes for days 
too — in the khans or caravanseries (tHe enclosed 
halting-places), w'here men and beasts take their 
rest together. Under that tropical clime, it is easy 
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to imagine the results. It is in part to this disgust* 
ing custom that the great mortality in the caravans 
is to be attributed, one fifth of which leave their 
bones in the desert in healthy seasons. However 
that may be, the gigantic proportions of the 
Chaldean burying-grounds struck even the ancient 
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Greek travellers with astonishment, and some of 
them positively asserted that tjie Assyrian kings 
used to be buried in Chaldea. If the kings, why 
not the nobler and wealthier of their subjects? The 
transport down the rivers pr^ented no difficulties. 
Still, as already remarked, all this is mere conjec- 
ture^ 

22. Among the Chaldeans cities Erech (now 
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Warka) v^as considered from <very old times one of 
the holiest. It had many extremely ancient temples 
and a college of learned priests, and aroutid it grad- 
ually formed an immense ‘‘ city of the dead ** or Ne- 
cropolis. The English explorer, Loft us, in 1854-5, 
specially turned his attention to it and his account 
is astounding. ‘ First of all, he was struck by the ma- 
jestic desolation of the place. Warka and a few other 
mounds are raised on a slightly elevated tract of the 
desert, above the level of the yearly inundations, and 
accessible only from November to March, as all the 
rest of the time the surrounding plain is either a 
lake or a swamp. ** The desolation and solitude of 
Warka,’* says Loftus, “ are even*more striking than 
the scene which is presented at Babylon itself. 
There is no life for miles around. No river glides 
in grandeur at the base of its moiu'd^ ; no green 
date groves flourish near its ruins. The jackal and 
the hyaena appear to shun the dull aspect of its 
tombs. The king of birds never hovers over the 
deserted waste. A blade of grass or an insect finds 
no existence there. The shrivelled Hthen alone, 
clinging to the weathered surface of the broken 
brick, seems to glory in its universal dominion over 
those barren walls. Of all the desolate? pictures I 
have ever seen thit of Warka incomparably sur- 
passes all.” Surely in this case it cannot be said 
that appearances are deceitful ; for all that space, 
and much more, is a cernetery, and what a cemetery ! 
“ It is difficult,” again says Loftus, “ to convey any- 
thing like a correct idea of the piles upon piles of 
human remains which there utterly astound the 
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beholder. Excepting only the triangular space be- 
tween the three principal ruins, the whole remain- 
der of the platform, the whole space between the 
walls and an unknown extent of desert beyond 
them, are everywhere filled with the bones and 
sepulchres of the dcr,d. There is probably no other 
site in the woild which can compare with Warka in 
this respect.*' It must be added that the coffins do 
not simply lie one next to the other, but in layers, 
down to a depth of 30-60 feet. Different epochs 
show different modes of burial, among which the 
following four are the most remarkable. 

23. Perhaps the queerest coffin shape of all is that 

composed of two earthen jars (^and /;), which accu- 
rately fit together, or one slightly fits into the other, 
the juncture being made air-tight by a coating of 
bitumen The body can be plai;eii in such a 

coffin only with slightly bent knees. At one end (V) 
there is an air-hole, left for the escape of the gases 
which form during the decomposition of the body 
and which might otherwise burst the jars — a precau- 
tion probably suggested by experiehce (fig. 36). 
Sometimes there is only one jar of much larger size, 
but of the same shape, with a similar cover, also 
made fast with bitumen, or else the m^uth is closed 
with bricks. This is an essentially national mode of 
burial, perhaps the most ancient of all, yet it re- 
mained in use to a veiy late period. It is to be 
noted that this is the exact shape of the water jars 
now carried about the streets of Bag^idad and fa-» 
miliar to every traveller. 

24. Not much less original is the so-called dish- 
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cover coffin,” also vc^y ancient and national. The 
illustrations sufficiently show its shape and arrange- 
ment.* I Q these coffins two skeletons are sometimes 
found, showing that when a widow or widower died, 
it was opened, to lay the newly dead by the side of 
the one who had gone before.* The cover is all of 



one piece- •verj' respectable achievemenf of the 
potters art. In Mugheir (ancil^nt Ur\ a mound 
was found, entirely filled with this kind of coffins. 

25. Much more elaborate, and consequently prob- 
ably reserved for the noble and wealthy, is the sepul- 
chral vault in brick, of nearly a man’s height.f In 
these sepulchres, as in the preceding ones, the skele- 
• Figs, 37 and 38. p. 87. f Fig. 39, p. 89. 
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ton IS always found tying in the same position, evi- 
dently dictated by some religious ideas. The head 
is pillowed on a large brick, commonly covered with 
a piece of stuff or a rug. In the tattered rags which 
sometimes still exist, costly embroideries and fringed 
golden tissue have more thant)ncc been recognized, 
while some female skeletons still sh(?wed handsome 
heads of fiair gathered into fine nets. The body 
lies on a reed mat, on its left side, the right hand 
stretched out so as to* reach with the tips of the fin- 
gers a bowl, generally of copper or bronze, and some- 
times of fine workmanship, usually placed on the 


4 
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palm of the kft hapd. Around are placed v^arious 
articles — dfshes, in some of which remnants of food 
are found, such as date stones, — jars for water, 
lamps, etc. Some skeletons wear gold and silver 
bangles on •their wrists and ankles. These vaults 
were evidently family sepulchres, for several skele- 
tons are generally found in them ; in one there were 
no less than eleven. (Fig. ^9, p. 89.) 

26. All these modes of burial are very old and pe- 
culiarly Chaldean, But there is still another, which 
belongs to more recent times, even as late as the 
first centuries after Christ, and was used by a differ- 
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ent and foreign race, the Panthians, one of those 
who came in turns and conquered the country, 
stayed there awhile, then disappeared. These cof- 
fins are, from their curious form, known under the 
name of “ slipper-shaped/* They are glazed, green 
on the outside and blue on the inside, but of very 
inferior make f poor clay, mixed with straw, and 
only half baked, therefore very brft'He. It is 
thought that they were put in their place empty, 
then the body was laid in, the lid put down, and 
the care of covering them with sand left to the 
winds. The lid is fastened with the same mortar 
which is used in the brick masonry surrounding the 
coffin, where such a receptacle has been made for it ; 
but they more usually lie pell-mell, separated only 
by thin layers of loose sand.. There are mounds 
which are, as one may say, larded with tfliem : wher- 
ever you begin to dig a trench, the narrow ends 
stick out from both sides. In these coffins also 
various articles were buried with the dead, some- 
times valuable ones. The Arabs knpw this ; they 
dig in the sand with their hands, break^ the coffins 
open with their spears, and grope in them for booty. 
The consequence is that it is extremely difficult to 
procure an entire coffin. Loftus suc«.‘cded, how- 
ever, in sending sonlt to the British Museum, having 
first pasted around them several layers of thick 
paper, without which precaution they could not 
have borne the transport. 

27. On the whole, the ancient Chaldean sepul 
chres of the three first kinds are distinguished by 
greater care and tidiness. They arc not oniy sepa* 
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rated by buick partitions on thorsides, and also above 
and below by a thin layer of brick masonry, but the 
greatest care was taken to protect them against 
dampness. The sepulchral mounds are pierced 
through and through, from top to bottom, by drain- 
age pipes or shafts, consisting of a series of rings, 
solidly joined together with bitumen, about one 
foot in diameter. These rings are made of baked 
clay. The top one is shaped somewhat like a fun- 
nel, of which the end is inserted in perforated 
bricks, and which is provided with small holes, to 
receive any infiltration of moisture. Besides all this 
the shafts, which are sunk in pairs, are surrounded 
with broken pottery. How ingefiious and practical 
this system was, we see from the fact that both the 
coffins and their contents are, found in a state of 
perfect dryness and preservation. (Fig^4i, p. 90.) 

28. In fact the Chaldeans, if they could not reach 
such perfection as the Assyrians in slab-sculpture, 
on account of not having stone either at home or 
within easy reach, seem to hayc dertved a greater 
variety of architectural ornaments front that inex- 
haustible material of theirs — baked clay or terra- 
cotta. We see an instance of it in remnants — un- 
fortunately very small ones, of some ^alls belong- 
ing to that same Ay of Erech. On one of the 
mounds Loftus was puzzled by the large quantity 
of small terra-cotta cones, whole and in fragments, 
lying about on the ground. The thick flat end of 
them was painted red, black or white.# What was 
his amazement when he stumbled on a piece of wall 
(some seven feet in height and not more than thirty 
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in length)? which showed hini’ what their use had 
been. They were grouped into a variety of pat- 
terns to decorate the entire wall, being Stuck with 
their thin end into a layer of soft clay with which it 
was coated for the purpose. Still more original and 
even rather incompfehensible is a wall decoration 
consisting of sev^eral bands, composed each of three 
rows of small pots or cups — about four inches in 
diameter — stuck into the soft clay coating in the 
same manner, with the mouth turned outward ol 



41. — DRAIN' IN MOUND. 


(Perrot and Chipirz ) 

course ! Loftus found such a wall, butjynfortunatcly 
has given no desigi4of it. (Figures 43 and 44.) 

29. As to the ancient Babylonian, or rather Chal- 
dean, art in sculpture, the last word has by no 
means been said on that subject. Discoveries crowd 
in every year, constantly leading to thy most unex- 
pected conclusions. Thus, it was long an accepted 
fact that Assyria had very few statues and Baby- 
lonia none at all, when a few years ago (1881), 
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what should a French exploter, Mr. E. Dc Sarzec, 
French consul in Basra, bring home but nine mag* 
nificent statues made of a dark, nearly black stone 
as hard as granite, called diorite.* Unfortunately 
they are all headless; but, as though to make up 
for this mutilation, o.ie head was found separate, — 
a shaved and'turbaned head beautifully preserved 
and of remarkable workmanship, the verj'’ pattern 
of the turban being plain enough to be reproduced 
by any modem loom.f These large prizes were ac- 
companied by a quantity of small works of art rep- 
resenting both men and animals, of a highly artistic 
design and some of them of exquisite finish of 
execution. This astounding find, the result 'of sev- 
eral years’ indefatigable work, now gracing the As- 
syrian rooms of the Louvre in. Paris, comes from one 
of the Babyloman mounds which had not been 
opened before, the ruins of a mighty temple at a 
place now called Tell-Loii, and supposed to be the 
site of SlR-BURL.^, or SiRGULLA, one of the most an- 
cient cities of Chaldea. This “^arzec-irollectton,” as 
it has come to be generally called, not flnly entirely 
upsets the ideas which had been formed on Old- 
Chaldean art, but is of immense historical import- 
ance from the inscriptions which co\x'f®the back of 
every statue, (not ^o speak of the cylinders and 
other small objects,) and which, in connection with 
the monuments of other ruins, enable scholars to 
fix, at least approximately, the date at which flour- 
ished the city and rulers who have left* such extra- 
ordinary memorials of their artistic gifts. Some 
place them at about 4500 B.C., others about 4000. 

♦ See Fig. 59, p. f Sec Figs. 44 and 45, p. loi. 
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However overwhelmifig such a valuation jnay be at 
first sights it is not an unsupported fancy, but proofs 
concur from many sides to show that the builders 
and sculptors of Sirgulla could in no case have lived 
and worked much later than 4000 B.C. It is impos- 
sible to indicate in a few line^ all the points, the 
conjectures, the vexed questions, on which this 
discovery shfcds light more or less directly, more or 
less decisively ; they come up continually as the 
study of those remote ages proceeds, and it will be 
years before the materials supplied by the Sarzec- 
Collection arc exhausted in all their bearings. 


THE BOOK OF THE PAST.— THE LIBRARY OF 
NINEVEH. 


I. When we wish to learn the ^rcat deeds of past 
ages, and of mighty men long dead, we open a book 
and read. When wc wish to leave to the genera- 
tions who will come long* after us a record of the 
things that were done by ourselves or in our own 
times, we take pen, ink and paper, and ^Tite a book. 
What we have written is then printed, published in 
several hundreds — or thousands — of copies, as the 
case may be, and quickly finds its way to all the 
countries of the world inhabited by people who are 
trained from childhood to thought aneV study. So 
that wc have the satisfaction of knowing that the in- 
formation which we have labored to preserve will be 
obtainable any number of years or cjpturjcs after 
we shall have ceased to exist, at no greater trouble 
than procuring the book from the shelves of a book- 
store, a public or a private librar\\ It is all very 
simple. And there is®not a small child who does 
not perfectly know a book by its lool^s, and even 
has not a pretty correct idea of how a book is made 
and what it is good for. 
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2. But books arc npt always of the shape and ma- 
terial so familiar to us. Metal, stone, brick, walls 
and pillar^ nay, the very rocks of nature’s own mak- 
ing, can be books, conveying information as plainly 
as our volumes of paper sheets covered with written 
or printed lines. It only necd| to know how to read 
them, and the necessary know Icdge^and skill may 
be acquired by processes as simple as the art of or- 
dinary reading and writing, though at the cost of a 
somewhat greater amount of time and pains. 

3. There are two natural cravings, which assert 
themselves strongly in every mind not entirely ab- 
sorbed by the daily work for bread and by the anx- 
ious care how to procure that work: these arc the 
wish, on the one hand, to'learn how the people w’ho 
came before us lived and what they did, on the 
other — to transmit our own names and the memory 
of our deeds to those who will come after us. We 
are not content w ith our present life ; w e want to 
stretch it both backward and forward-- to live both 
in the past and the future, as it were. This curios- 
ity and thisvambition are but parts of the longing 
for immortality which w^as never absent from any 
human soul. In our own age they arc satisfied 
mainly by hpoks; indeed they were originally the 
principal causes w hy books begin to be made at all. 
And how^ easy to satisfy these cravings in our time, 
when writing materials have become as common as 
food and far cheaper, and reading may be had for 
nothing or »next to nothing! For, a very few dol- 
lars will supply a writer w ith as much paper as he 
can possibly use up in a year, wdiile the public libra- 
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ries, the circulating and collcjge libraries and the 
reading-rooms make study a matter more of love 
and perseverance than of money, ^ 

4. Yet if the papermill and the printing press 
were the only material aid to our researches into the 
past, these researches would stop short very soon, 
seeing that printing was invented in Europe scarce 
four hundred years ago, and paper has not been 
manufactured for more than six hundred years at the 
outside. True, other materials have been used to 
write on before paper: bark of trees, skins of ani- 
mals — (parchment) — cunningly worked fibres of 
plants — (papyrus, byblos) — even wooden tablets 
covered with a thin layer of wax, on which charac- 
ters were engraved with u pointed instrument or 
“style,** — and these contrivances have preserved for 
us records which reach back miny hundreds of years 
beyond the introduction of paper. But our curiosity, 
when once aroused, is insatiable, and an area of 
some twenty, or thirty, or forty centuries seems to 
it but a narrow field. Looking back as far as that — 
and no kind of manuscript inforihation takes us much 
further — we behold the world wondrously like what 
it is now. With some differences in garb, in man* 
ners, and a much greater one in the ra^e of knowl- 
edge, we find men living very nearly as we do and 
enacting very nearly the same scenes : nations live 
in families clustered within cities, arc governed by 
laws, or ruled by monaachs, carry on commerce and 
wars, extend their limits by conquest, excel in all 
sorts of useful and ornamental arts. Onfy we notice 
that larger regions are unknown, vaster portions of 
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tfic earth, with their fpopulations, are uiv^xplored* 
than in our days. The conclusion is clearly forced 
on us, that^o complicated and perfect an organiza- 
tion of public and private life, a condition of society 
implying so many discoveries and so long a practice 
in thought and handicraft, couid not have been an 
early stage of existence. Long vistfis are dimly 
visible into past far v%'ister than the span as yet 
laid open t(» our view, and we long to pierce the 
tantalizing gloom. There, in that gloom, lurk the 
beginnings of the races whose high achievements 
wc admire, emulate, and in many ways surpass; 
there, if we could but send a ray of light into the 
darknesii of ages, we must find the solution of num- 
berlcss questions which suggest themselves as we 
go: Whence come those races? What was the 
earlier histor\' of other races with which we find 

f • 

them co!Ucnding, treating, trading? When did 
they learn their arts, their songs, their forms of wor- 
ship? But here our faithful guide, manuscript lit- 
erature, forsakes ; we enter on a period when 
none of the ancient substitutes for j>aj>cr were yet 
invented. But then, there were the stones. They 
did not need to be invented — only hewn and 
smoothed for Jjie chisel. 

5. Fortunately for us, men, twiinty-fivc, and forty, 
and fifty centuries ago, were actuated by the same 
feelings, the same aspirations as they are now, and 
of these aspirations, the passiefnate wish of perpetu- 
ating their names and the memory of their deeds 
has always been one of the most powerful. This 
wish they connected with and made subservient to 
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the two things which were ^rcat and holy in then 
eyes: their religion and the power of their kings* 
So they built, in brick and stone, at an almost incak 
culable expense of time, human labor and human 
life, palaces and temples. On these huge piles they 
lavished treasures untold, as also all the resources 
of their invention and their skill in art and orna- 
ment; they looked on them with d^iulting pride, 
not only because they thought them, by their vast- 
ness and gorgeousness, fit places for public worship 
and dwellings worthy of their kings, but because 
these constructions, in their towering grandeur, 
their massive solidity, bid fair to defy time and out- 
last the nations which raised them, and which thus 
felt assured of leaving behind them traces of their 
existence, memorials of their greatness. That a 
few defaced, dismantled, moss-grgwn or sand- 
choked fragments of these mighty buildings would 
one day be the only trace, the sole memorial of a 
rule and of nations that would then have past away 
forever, even into nothingness and pbiivion, scarcely 
was anticipated by the haughty conquerors who 
filled those halls with their despotic presence, and 
entered those consecrated gates in the pomp of tri- 
umph to render thanks for blooc^ victories and 
warlike exploits Svhich elated their souls in pride 
till they felt themselves half divine. Nothing 
doubting but that those walls, those pillars, those 
gateways would statfd down to the latest ages, they 
confided to them that which was mpst precious to 
their ambition, the record of their deeds, the praise# 
of their names, thus using those stony surfaces ai 
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SO many blank pages* which they covereif with row 
after row of wondrous characters, carefully engraved 
or chisellcS, and even with painted or sculptured 
representations of their bwn persons and of the 
scenes, in war or peace, in which they had been 
leaders and actors. * ^ 

6. Thus that on all the points of the globe 
where sometime great and flourishing nations have 
held their place, then yielded to other nations or 
to absolute devastation — in Egypt, in India, in Per- 
sia, in the valley of the Tigris and Euphrates, in 
the sandy, now desert plains of Syria, in the once 
more populous haunts of ancient Rome and Greece 
— the traveller meets cluj^ers of great ruins, lofty 
still in their utter abandonment, with a strange, 
stern beauty hovcring*around their weather-beaten, 
gigantic shafts and cornices, wrapt in the pathetic 
silence of desolation, and yet not dumb — for their 
pictured faces eloquently proclaim the tale of buoy- 
ant life and action entrusted to them many thou- 
sands of years ago. Sometimes, it is a natural rock, 
cut and smoothed down at a height sufficient to 
protect it from the wantonly destructive hand of 
scoffing invaders, on which a king of a deeper turn 
of thought, m'hre mindful than others of the law 
which dooms all the works of men to decay, has 
caused a relation of the principal events of his reign 
to be engraved in those curjpus characters which 
have for centuries been a puzzle and an enigma. 
Many tombs •also, besides the remains of the re- 
nowned or wealthy dead, for whorh they have been 
erected at a cost as extravagant and with art as 
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elaborate* as the abodes of hic living, contain the 
full description of their inmate’s lineage, his life, his 
habits and pursuits, with prayers and ^invocations 
to the divinities of his race and descriptions or por- 
trayed representations of religious ceremonies. Or, 
the walls of caves, (Either natural, or cut in the rock 
for purposes of shelter or concealment, yield to the 
explorer some more chapters out of the old, old 
stor}% in which our interest ncvxr slackens. This 
story man has himself been writing, patiently, labo- 
riously, on every' surface on which he could trace 
words and lines, ever since he has been familiar 
with the art of expressing his thoughts in visible 
signs. — and so each sucji sur\ fving memorial may 
truly be called a stray leaf, half miraculously pre 
served to us, (nit of the gr^^at Ho(^k of the Past, 
which it has been the task (:»f scholars#through ages, 
and especially during the last eighty yxars, to deci- 
pher and teach others how to read. 

7. Of this venerable book the walls of the Assyr- 
ian palaces, with their endle^^s rows,r>f inscriptions, 
telling year for year through ccnturicjf the history of 
the kings who built them, are so many invaluable 
pages, while the sculptures which accom[)any thc.se 
annals are the illustrations, Icnding^fe and reality 
to what would otherwise be a string of dry' and 
unattractive records. Hut a greater wonder has 
been brought to light from amidst the rubbish and 
dust of twenty'-fivc centuries: a collection of lit- 
erary and scientific works, of religions treatises, of 
private and public documents, deposited in rooms 
constructed on purpose to contain them, arranged 
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in admirable order, in short-u-a LIBRARY. Truly 
and literally a library, in the sense in which we use 
the word. Not the only one either, nor the first by 
many hundred years, although the volumes are of 
singular make and little like those we are used to. 

8. When Layard \ms at work for the second time 
amidst the ruiAs along the Tigris, he devoted much 
of his labor to the great mound of Koyunjik, in 
which the remains of two sumptuous palaces were 
distinctly discerned, one of them the royal residence 
of Sennacherib, the other that of his grandson 
Asshurbanipal, who lived some 650 years before 
Christ — two of the mightiest corfquerors and most 
magnificent sovereigns of the Eastern world. In 
the latter palace he came upon two comparatively 
small chambers, the floor of which was entirely lit- 
tered with fragments — some of consicjcrable size, 
some very small — of bricks, or rather baked-clay 
tablets, covered on both sides with cuneiform writ- 
ing. It was a layer more than a foot in height 
which must have been formed by ihf falling in of 
the upper part of the edifice. The tablets, piled in 
good order along the walls, perhaps in an upper 
story — if, as many think, there was one — must have 
been precipitated promiscuously into t^c apartment 
and shattered by thu fall. Yet, incredible as it may 
appear, several were found entire. Layard filled 
many cases with the fragments and sent them off 
to the British Museunt, fully aware of their prob- 
able historical value. , 

9. There they lay for years, heaped up at random^ 
a mine of treasures which made the mouths of schol- 
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ars water, but appalfcd them by the amount of 
labor, nay, actual drudgery, needful only to sift and 
sort them,%:ven before any study of their contents 
could be begun. At length a young and ambitious 
archaeologist, attached to the British Museum, 
George Smith, undertook the 4 ong and wearisome 
task. He was not originally a scholar, but an en- 
graver, and'Vas employed to engrave on wood 
cuneiform texts for the magnificent atlas edited 
by the British Museum under the title of ‘‘Cunei- 
form Inscriptions of Western Asia. ’ Being en- 
dowed with a quick and enquiring mind, Smith 
did not content hiillself, like most of his colleagues, 
with a tronscientiods and artistic, but merely tech- 
nical reproduction ; he wished to know zvhat he was 
doing and he learned the language of the inscrip- 
tions. Whey he took on himself the sorting of the 
fragments, it was in the hope of distinguishing him- 
self in this new field, and of rendering a substantial 
service to the science which had fascinated him. 
Nor was he de^:eived^in this hope. He succeeded 
in finding anfl uniting a large quantity of fragments 
belonging together, and thus restoring pages of 
writing, with here and there a damaged line, a word 
effaced, a broken corner, often a larger portion 
missing, but still enough left fo form continuous 
and readable texts. In some cases it was fourld 
that there was more than one copy of this or that 
work or document, and therf sometimes the parts 
which were hopelessly injured in one copy, would 
be found whole or nearly so in another. 

10. The results accomplished by this patient me- 
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chanical jiVocess were somethitig astonishing. And 
when he at length restored in this manner a series of 
twelve tablets containing an entire pofcm of the 
greatest antiquity and highest interest, the occasion 
seemed important enough to warrant the enterpris- 
ing owners of the L6ndon Daily TtUgraph in send- 
ing the young student to resume excavations and 
try to complete some missing links. For of some of 
the tablets restored by him only portions could be 
found among the fragments of the British Museum. 
Of course he made his way straight to the Archive 
Chambers at Koyunjik, had them opened again 
and cleared them of another large instalment of 
their valuable contents, among which he had the 
inconceivable good fortune to find some of the very 
pieces wliich were missing in his collection, joy- 
fully he returned to FLngland twice wkli his treas- 
ures, and hopefully set out on a tliird expedition of 
the same kind. He had reason to feel buoyant; he 
had already made his name famous by s^-veral works 
which greatly enriched tlie st;ience he loved, and 
had he not half a life-time before him*to continue 
the work which few could do as well ? Alas, he lit- 
tle knew that his career was to be cut short sud- 
denly by a loathsome and brutal for: he died of 
the plague in Syrif, in 1876-— just thirty-six years 
old. He was faithful to the end. His diary, in 
which he made some entries even within a very 
few days before his death, shows that at the last, 
when he knew his danger and was fastdosing hope, 
his mind was equally divided between thoughts of 
bis family and of his work. The following lineSi 
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almost the last intelligible ones he wrote* are deeply 
touching in their simple, single-minded earnestness: 
— ** Not so well. If Doctor present, I should re- 
cover, but he has not come, ver>^ doubtful case; if 
fatal farewell to. , . . My work has been entirely for 
the science I study. . . . There is large field of 
study in my^ collection. I intended to work it out, 
but desire now that my antiquities and notes may 
N^e thrown open to all students. I have done my 
duty thoroughly. I do not fear the change but 
desire to live for my' family. Perhaps all may be 
well yet.’* — George Smith’s death was a great loss, 
which his brother-scholars of all countries have not 
ceaseef to deplore. But the work now proceeds 
vigorously and skilfully. The precious texts are 
sorted, {)ieced, and classified, and a collection of 
them, careftillv' selected, is reproduced b>’ the aid 
of the photographer and the engraver, so that, 
should the originals ever be lost or destroy'ed, (not 
a very probable event), the Museum indeed would 
lose one of hs mo.st precious rarities, but science 
would lose nothing. 

ir. An eminent French scholar and assyriologist, 
Joachim M^nant, has the following picturesque lines 
in his charming little book “ La Bihliotht^quc dn 
Palais dc Ninivc'*: When \fe reflect that these 
records have been traced on a substance which 
neither fire nor water could destroy', we can easily 
comprehend how tho.se who wrote them thus thirty 
or forty cerrturics ago, believed the monuments of 
their history to be safe for all future times, — much 
safer than the frail sheets which printing scatters 
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with such prodigious fertility/. . . Of all the na- 
tions who have bequeathed to us written records of 
their past life, we may assert that nond has left 
monuments more imperishable than Assyria and 
Chaldea. Their number is already considerable; 
it is daily increased by new discoveries. It is not 
jiossible to foresee what the future has in store for 
us in this respect ; but we can even now make a 
valuation of the entire material which we possess. 
.... The number of the tablets from the Nineveh 
Library alone passes ten thousand. ... If we com- 
pare these texts with those left us by other nations, 
we can easily become convinced that the history of 
the Assyro-Chaldean civilizjition will soon be dne of 
the best known of antiquity. It has a powerful 
attraction for us, for we know that the life of the 
Jewish people is piixcd up with the history of Nin- 
eveh and Babylon. . . 

12. It will be seen from this that throughout the 
following pages we shall continually have to refer 
to the contents of Asshurbanipars r^yal library. 
We must therefore dispense in this plact with any 
details concerning the books, more than a general 
survey of the subjects they treated. Of these, reli- 
gion and science were the chief. Undqr ** science ** 
we must undcrstan<> principally mathematics and 
astronomy, two branches in which the old Chaldeans 
reached great perfection and left us many of our 
own most fundamental Motions and practices, as we 
shall see later on. Among the scientific works must 
also be counted those on astrology, i.e.j^ on the influ* 
ence which the heavenly bodies were supposed to 
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exert on t 4 ie fate of men, accoi*ding to their positions 
and combinations, for astrology was considered a 
real science, not only by the Chaldeahs, but by 
much later nations too ; also hand-books of geogra- 
phy, really only lists of the seas, mountains and 
rivers, nations and ckies then known, lastly lists of 
plants and animals with a very rude and defective 
attempt at some sort of classification. History is 
but scantily represented ; it appears to have been 
mostly confined to the great wall inscriptions and 
some other objects, of which more hereafter. But 
— what we should least expect — grammars, diction- 
aries, school reading-books, occupy a prominent 
place. The reason is tl\at, when this librdry was 
founded, the language in which the venerable books 
of ancient sages were written not only was not 
spoken any longer, but had for centuries been for- 
gotten by all but the priests and those who made 
scholarship their chief pursuit, so that it had to be 
taught in the same way that the so-called “ dead 
languages,*' Latin and Greek^ are taught at our 
colleges. This was the more necessary as the 
prayers had to be recited in the old language called 
the Accadian, that being considered more holy— just 
as, in Catholic countries, the common people are 
even now made to' learn and say their prayers in 
Latin, though they understand not a word of the 
language. The ancient Accadian texts were mostly 
copied with a modern* Assyrian translation, either 
interlinear or facing it, which has been*of immense 
service to those who now decipher the tablets. 

13. So much for what may be called the classical 
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and reference department of the library. Jimportant 
as it is, it is scarcely more so than the documentary 
department or Archive proper, where documents 
and deeds of ail kinds, both public and private, were 
deposited for safe keeping. Here by the side of 
treatises, royal decrees and dcapatchcs, lists of trib- 
ute, reports from generals and goverilors, also those 
daily sent ilf by the superintendents of the royal 
observatories, — we find innumerable private docu- 
ments : deeds of sale duly signed, witnessed and 
sealed, for land, houses, slaves — any kind of prop- 
erty, — of money lent, of mortgages, with the rate 
of interest, contracts of 
all sorts. The mdst re- 
markable of private doc- 
uments is one which has 

been callecUthc will of — inscr^kki) clay taulkt. 
King Sennacherib/* by (Smith’s ••Assyria.*) 

wftich he entrusts some valuable personal prop- 
erty to the priests of the temple of Nebo, to be 
kept for his favorite son,— -whether to be delivered 
after his (the king’s) death or at another time is 



not stated. 

14. It requires some effort to bear in mind the na- 
ture and looks of the things which we must represent 
to ourselves when w^c talk of A»syrian The 

above (Fig. 47) is the portrait of a volume^' in per- 
fect condition. But it is seldom indeed that one such 
is found. Layard, in his firs^ description of his start- 
ling “ find,’#’ says : They (the tablets) w^ere of differ- 
ent sizes; the largest were flat, and measured nine 
inches by six and a half ; the smaller were slightly 
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convex, gnd some were not iliorc than an inch long, 
with but one or two lines of writing. The cunei- 
form characters on most of them werb singularly 
sharp and well-defined, but so minute in some in- 
stances as to be illegible without a magnifying 
glass.” Most curiously, glass lenses have been 
found among* the ruins, which may have been used 
for the purpose. Specimens hav'^c also been found 
of the very instruments which were employed to 
trace the cuneiform characters, and their form suffi- 
ciently accounts for the peculiar shape of these 
characters which was imitated by the engravers on 
stone. It is a little iron rod — (or stylc^ as the an- 
cients us^d to call such implements) — not sharp, but 
triangular at the end : \7. By slightly pressing this 
end on the cake of soft moist clay held in the left 
hand no other shape of sign could be obtained than 
a wedge, y, the direction being determined by a 
turn of the wrist, presenting the instrument in dif- 
ferent positions. When one side of the tablet was 
full, the other was to be filled. If it w'as small, it 
was .sufficient to turn it over, continuin|j to hold the 
edges between the thumb and third finger of the left 
hand. But if the tablet was large and had to be laid 
on a table to be written on, the face that was finished 
would be pressed totthe hard surface, and the clay 
being soft, the writing would be effaced. This was 
guarded against by a contrivance as ingenious as it 
was simple. Empty pfices were left here and there 
in the lines, in which were stuck smail pegs, like 
matches. On these the tablet was supported when 
turned over, and also while baking in tho oveii« 
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On many of the tablets that have bee^ preserved 
are to be seen little holes or dints, where the pegs 
have bee^ stuck. Still, it should be mentioned that 



48. — CLAV TABLET IN ITS CASK, 
(Hommel.) 


these holes arc not confined to the large tablets and 
not found on all large tablets. When the tablet 
was full, it was allowed to dry, then generally, but 
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not alway^, baked. Within the last few years sev- 
eral thousands unbaked tablets have been found in 


Babylonia ; they crumbled into dust und^r the find- 
ers* fingers. It was then proposed to bake such of 
them as could at all bear handling. The exper- 
iment was successfyh and numbers of valuable 
documents were thus preserved and transported to 
the great repository of the British Mrjseum. The 
tablets are covered with writing on both sides and 
most accurately classed and numbered, when they 
form part of a series, in which case they arc all of 

the same shape and size. 
'Fhe poem discovered by 



49. — ANTIQl-R BRON 7 F SET 
TING OF rYH,NI>ER. 
(Perrot and Chipicz.) 


George Smith is written 
‘out on twelve tablets, 
each of which is a sepa- 
rate book or chapter of 
the whole. Vhere is an 
astronomical work in ov^er 


seventy tablets. The first 


of them begins with the words: “ When ihe gods 
Ann and , . . These words are takew as the title 


of the entire series. Each tablet bears the notice: 


F'irst, second, third tablet of “ When the gods Anu 
and . . . To guard against all chance of confusion, 
the last line of one tablet is repeated as the first line 
of the following one — a fashion which vve still see 
in old books, where the last word or two at the bot- 


tom of a page is repeated at the top of the next. 

15. The clay tablets of the ancient Chaldeans are 
distinguished from the Assyrian ones by a curious 
peculiarity: they arc sometimes enclosed in a case 
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o! the same material, ^ith exactly the same inscrip, 
tion and seals as on the inner tablet, even more 
carefully etccuted.* It is evidently a sort of dupli- 
cate document, made in the prevision that the outer 



so.— CtlALDKAN CYLINDSS AND IMPRESSION. 
<PemM And Chiptcx.) 



51.— ASSYRIAN CYUNDER. 

(PeiTot and Cbipicx.) 

one might be injured, when thj inner record would 
remain. Rows of figures across the tablet are im- 
pressed on it With seals called from their shape cylin- 
ders, which were rolled over the soft moist clay. 
These cyl inders were generally of some valuable, 

♦See Fij;. 48, p. III. 

TO 
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hard stortfc— jasper, amethyst •cornelian, onyx, agate, 
etc.,— and were used as signet rings were later and 
are still. They are found in great nuimlbcrs, being 
from their hardness well-nigh indestructible. They 
were generally bored through, and through the hole 
was passed either a string to wear them on, or a 
metal axis, to roll them more easily.*^ There is a 
large and most valuable collection of^seal cylinders 
at the British Museum. Their size ranges from a 
quarter of an inch to two inches or a little more. 
But cylinders were also made of baked clay and 
larger size, and then served a different purpose, that 
of historical documents. These are found in the 
foundations of palaces irind temples, mostfy in the 
four corners, in small niches or chambers, generally 
produced by leaving out one or more bricks. These 
tiny monumei^s range from a couple of inches to 
half a foot in height, seldom more; they are some- 
times shaped like a prism with several faces (mostly 
six), sometimes like a barrel, and covered with that 
compact and minute writing which jt often requires 
a magnifying glass tt> make out. Owing to their 
sheltered position, these singular records arc gener- 
ally very well preserved. Although their original 
destination is only to tell by whom aijd for what pur- 
pose the buildinglias been erected, they frequently 
proceed to give a full though condensed account of 
the respective kings’ reigns, so that, should the up- 
per structure with engraved annals be destroyed 
by the vicissitudes of war or in the course of natural 
decay, some memorial of their deeds should still be 
preserved — a prevision which, in several cases, has 
* See above, Figs. 49 and 50. 
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been liteisally fulfilled. Sometimes the manner end 
material of these records were still more fancifuL 
At Khorsabad, at the very interior part af the con- 
struction, was found a large stone chest, which en- 
closed several inscribed plates in various materials. 
, . . . In this only eictant specimen of an Assyrian 
foundation sfone were found one little golden tab- 
let, one of silver, others of copper, Icrd and tin; a 
sixth text was engraved on alabaster, and the sev- 
enth document was written on the chest itself.'** 
Unfortunately the heavier portion of this remarka- 
ble find was sent with a collection which foundered 
on the Tigris and was lost. Only the small plates, 
— gold, silver, copper and tin (antimonium scholars 
now think it to be) — survived, and the inscriptions 
on them have been read and translated. They all 
commemorate,^ in very nearly the sanpe terms, the 
foundation and erection of a new city and palace 
by a very famous king and conqueror, generally 
(though not correctly) called Sargon, and three of 
them end with a request to the kings his successors 
to keep the building in good repair, with a prayer 
for their welfare if they do and a heavy curse if they 
fail in this duty; ^‘Whoever alters the works of my 
hand, destroys my constructions, pulls down the 
walls which I haveoraised, — may Asshur, Nineb, Ra- 
man and the great gods who dwell there, pluck his 
name and seed from the land and let him sit bound 
at the feet of his foe.*’ Most inscriptions end with 
invocations of the same kind, for, in* the words of 


Dr. Julius Oppert, ** Records of the Past,” Vol. XL, p. 31. 
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M^nant ; “ it was not mere whim which impelled 
the kings pf Assyria to build so assiduously. Pal- 
aces had in those times a destination which they 
have no longer in ours. Not only was the palace 
indeed the dwelling of royalty^ as the inscriptions 
have it, — it was also the Book, which ^ch sovereign 
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began at his accession to the throne and in w^hich 
he was to record the history of his r*eign.*'* 

And each such book of brick and stone we can 
with perfect truth call a chapter — or a volume — of 
the great Book of the Past whose leaves arc scat- 
tered over tluj tace of the earth. 

• ** l^s ^crilures Cuneiformes,” of Joachim Menant : page 198 
(2d edition, 1864). 
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NOMADS AND SETTLI’.kS. — I'lIP: FOUR .STAGES OF 
r 11. TURK. 

« 

I. Men, whatever their pursuit or business^ can 
live only in one of two ways: they can stay where 
they arc, or they can go from one [)lac5J to another. 
In the present state of the world, we generally do a 
little of both. There is some place — city, village, 
or farm — where we have our home and our work. 
But from time to time we go to otlier places, on 
visits or on business, or travel for a certain length 
of time to great distances and many places, for in- 
struction and pleasure. Still, there is usually .some 
place which we think of as home and to which we 
return. Wandering or roving is not our natural or 
permanent condition. But there arc races for whom 
it is. The Bedouin Arabs are the principal and best 
known of such races. * Who has not read with de- 
light accounts of their wild life in the deserts of 
Arabia and Northern Africa, so full of adventure 
and romance, — of their wonderful, priceless horses 

iiS 
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who are to them as* their own children, — of their 
noble qualities, bravery, hospitality, generosity, so 
strangely*blended with love of booty and a passion 
for robbing expeditions ? They are indeed a noble 
race, and it is not their choice, but their country 
which has made them robbers ^nd rovers — Nomads, 
as such wandering races are called m history and 
geography. * They cannot build cities on the sand 
of the desert, and the small patches of pasture and 
palm groves, kci)t fresh and green by solitary 
springs and called “oases/* arc too far apart, too 
distant from permanently peopled regions to admit 
of comfortable settlement. In the south of Arabia 
and along the sca-shore,^wherc the land is fertile 
and inviting, they live much as other nations do, 
and when, a tlunisand years ago, Arabs conquered 
vast and woiilthy countries both in puropeand Asia, 
and in Africa too, they not only became model 
husbandmen, but built some of the finest cities 
in the world, had wise and strict!)' enforced laws 
and took thejead in literature and science. Very 
different are the scattered nomadic tribes which 
still roam the steppes of Eastern Russia, of Siberia 
and Central Asia. They are not as gifted by far as 
the Arabs, y^t would probably quickly settle down 
to farming, were it not that thfrir wealth consists in 
flocks of sheej) and studs of horses, which require 
the pasture yielded so abundantly by the grassy 
steppes, and with which tlfcy have to move from 
one place, nvhen it is browsed bare, to another, 
and still another, carrying their felt-tents and sim- 
ple utensils with them, living on the milk of their 
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mares and the meat of their ^sheep. The Red In- 
dian tribes of the far West present still another as- 
pect of nomadic life — that of the hunter, ^erce and 
entirely untamed, the simplest and wildest of all 
2. On the whole, however, nomadic life is at the 
present day the exception. Most of the nations 
that are not savages live in houses, not in portable 
tents, in cities, not encampments, anG form com- 
pact, solidly bound communities, not loose sets of 
tribes, now friendly, now hostile to one another. 
But it has not always been so. There have been 
times when settled life was the exception and no- 
madic life the rule. And the older the times, the 
fewer were the permanei]t communities, tht more 
numerous the roving tribes. For wandering in 
search .of better places must have been among the 
first impulses of, intelligent humanity. #Even when 
men had no shelter but caves, no pursuit but hunt- 
ing the animals, whose flesh was their food and in 
whose skins they clothed themselves, they must fre- 
quently have gone forth, in families or detachments, 
either to escape from a neighborhood foo much in- 
fested with the gigantic wild beasts which at one 
time peopled the earth more thickly than men» or 
simply because the numbers of the original cave- 
dwellers had become too great for the cave to hold 
them. The latter must have been a very usual oc- 
currence : families stayed together until they had 
no longer room enou^n, or quarrelled, when they 
separated. Those who went never saw again the 
place and kindred they left, although they carried 
with them memories of both, the few simple aitf 
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they had learned there and the customs in which 
they had been trained. They would stop at some 
congenial halting-place, when, after a time, the 
same process would be repeated — and so again and 
again. 

3. How was the first horse* conquered, the first 
wiId-*dog tamed and conciliated ? How were cattle 
first enticed to give man their milk, to depend on 
his care and follow his movements ? Who shall tell ? 
However that may have happened, it is certain that 
the transition from a hunter’s wild, irregular and 
almost necessarily lawless existence to the gentler 
pursuits of pastoral life must have been attended by 
a great* change in manners and character. The feel- 
ing of ownership too, one of the principal promo- 
ters of a well-regulated state of society, must have 
quickly devdoped with the possession of rapidly in- 
creasing ’vcalth in sheep and horses, — the principal 
property of nomadic races. Hut it was not a kind 
of property which encouraged to settling, or uniting 
in close comn>unities ; quite the contrary. Large 
flocks need v*ast pasture-grounds. Hesides, it is de- 
sirable to keep them apart in order to avoid confu- 
sion and disputes about wells and springs, those 
rare treasures of the steppes, which are liable to ex- 
haustion or drydng up, and wRich, therefore, one 
flock-owner is not likely to share with another, 
though that other were of his own race and kin. 
The Book of Genesis, which ^ives us so faithful and 
lively a pictutc of this nomadic pastoral life of an- 
cient nations, in the account of the wanderings of 
Abraham and the other Hebrew patriarchs, has pre- 
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served such an incident in* the quarrel between 
the herdsmen of Abraham and his nephew Lot, 
which led to their separation. This is what Abra- 
ham said to Lot: “Is not the whole land before 
thee? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if 
thou wilt take the Ibft hand, then I will go to the 
right; or if tliou depart to the right hand, then I 
will go to the left.** * So also it is saiS. of Esau that 
he “went into the country from the face of his 
brother Jacob: for their riches were more than 
they might dwell together, and the land wherein 
they were strangers could not bear them be- 
cause of their cattle.** t This was a facility of- 
fered by those immense plains, unclaimed as yet by 
any one people in particular, and which must oft- 
times have averted strife and bloodshed, but which 
ceased from tha moment that some ont:* tribe, tired 
of wandering or tempted by some more than 
usually engaging spot, settled down on it, mark- 
ing that and the country around it, as far as its 
power reached, for its own. There .is even now in 
the East something very .similar to ftiis mode of 
occupation. In the Turkish Empire, which is, in 
many places, thinly peopled, there arc large tracts 
of waste land, sometimes very fertile^ accounted as 
nobody’s property,* and acknowledged to belong, 
legally and forever, to the first man who takes pos- 
session of them, provided he cultivates them. The 
government asks no pitrchasc price for the land, but 


♦ Genesis, xiii. 7-1 1. 


T Genesis, xxxvu 6-7. 
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demands taxes from as soon as it has found an 
owner and begins to yield crops. 

4, The*pastoral nomad’s life is, like the hunter’s, 
a singularly free one, — free both from restraint, and, 
comparatively, from toil, t'or watching and tend- 
ing flocks is not a laborious cfccupation, and no au- 
thority can always reach or weigh very heavily on 
people who are here to-day and elsewhere to-mor- 
row, Therefore, it is only with the third stage of 
human existence, the agricultural one, that civiliza- 
tion, which cannot subsist without permanent homes 
and authority, really commences. The farmers 
homestead is the beginning of the State, as the 
hearth* or fireplace was the beginning of the family. 
The different labors of the fields, the house, and the 
dairy require a great number of hands and a well- 
regulated distribution of the work, •and so keep sev- 
eral gen(*rations of the settler’s family together, on 
the same farm. Life in common makes it absolutely 
necessarj" to have a set of simple rules for home 
government, to prevent disputes, keep up order 
and harmon>% and settle questions of mutual rights 
and duties. Who should set down and enforce 
these rules but the head of the family, the founder 
of the race— «the patriarch? And when the family 
has become too numerous for tile original homestead 
to hold it, and part of it has to leave it, to found a 
new home for itself, it does not, as in the primitive 
nomadic times, wander off ift random and break all 
ties, but settles close by on a portion of the family 
land, or takes possession of a new piece of ground 
somewhat further off, but still within easy reach. In 
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the first case the land which had been common prop- 
erty gets broken up into lots, which, though belong- 
ing more particularly to the members whd separate 
from the old stock, arc not for that withdrawn from 
the authority of the patriarch. There are several 
homesteads now, whfth form a village, and, later on, 
several villages ; but the bond of kindred, of tradi- 
tion and custom is religiously preserved, as well as 
subordination to the common head of the race, 
whose power keeps increasing as the community 
grows in numbers and extent of land, as the greater 
complications of relationships, property, inherit- 
ance, demand more laws and a stricter rule, — until 
he becomes not so much Father as King.* Then 
naturally come collisions with neighboring similar 
settlements, friendly or hostile, which result in alli- 
ances or quarrds, trade or war, and Jierewith we 
hav^c the State complete, with inner organization 
and foreign policy, 

5, This stage of culture, in its higher develop- 
ment, combines with the fourth and last — city-build- 
ing, and city-life, when men of the saftie race, and 
conscious of a common origin, but practically stran- 
gers to each other, form settlements on a large scale, 
which, being enclosed in walls, became places of 
refuge and defence? centres of commerce, industry 
and government. For, when a community has 
become very numerous, with wants multiplied by 
continual improvemenfs and increasing culture, each 
family can no longer make all the things it needs, 
and a portion of the population devotes itself to 
manufacture and arts, occupations best pursued in 
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cities, while the othef goes on cultivating the land 
and raising cattle, the two sets of produces — those 
of nature^and those of the cunning hand and brain 
— being bartered one for the other, or, when coin is 
invented, exchanged through that more convenient 
medium. In the same mannenv the task of govern- 
ment having become too manifold arfd complicated 
for one marf, the former Patriarch, now King, is 
obliged to surround himself with assistants — either 
the ciders of the race, or persons of his own choice, 
— and send others to different places, to rule in his 
name and under his authority. The city in which 
the King and his immediate ministers and officers 
reside, •naturally becomes the most important one — 
the Capital of the State. 

6. It does not follow by any means that a people, 
once settled* never stirred from its adoj>ted country. 
The migratorj' or wandering instinct never quite 
died out — our own love of travelling sufficiently 
proves that — and it was no unfreejuent occurrence 
in very ancient times for large tribes, even portions 
of nations, to start off again in search of new homes 
and to found new cities, compelled thereto either 
by the gradual overcrowding of the old countr>% or 
by intestine ^discords, or by the invasion of new 
nomadic tribes of a different rat:c who drove the old 
settlers before them to take possession of their settle- 
ments, massacred them if they resisted and reduced 
those who remained to aii irksome subjection. 
Such invasions, of course, might also be perpetrated 
with the same results by regular armies, led by kings 
and generals from some other settled and organized 
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country. The alternative between bondage and 
emigration must have been frequently offered, and 
the choice in favor of the latter was helped not a 
little by the spirit of adventure inborn in man, 
tempted by so many unexplored regions as there 
were in those remote' aees. 

t ** 

7. Such have been the beginnings of all nations. 
There can be no other. And there is one more 
obser\^ation which will scarcely ever prove wrong. 
It is that, however far we may go back into the past, 
the people whom we find inhabiting any country at 
the very dawn of tradition, can always be shown to 
have come from somewhere else, and not to have 
been the first either. Every swarm of nomads or 
adventurers who either pass through a country or 
stop and settle there, always find it cxrcupicd already. 
Now the older population was hardly ever entirely 
destroyed or dislodged by the new-comers. A 
portion at least remained, as an inferior or sub- 
ject race, but in time came to mix with them, 
mostly in the way of intermarriage. •Then again, if 
the new-comers were [xraceable and there was room 
enough — which there generally was in very early 
times — they would frequently be suffered to form 
separate settlements, and dwell in tho land ; when 
they would either femain in a subordinate condi- 
tion, or, if they were the finer and better gifted 
race, they w'ould quickly take the upper hand, teach 
the old settlers their oum arts and ideas, their man- 
ners and their laws. If the new settlement was 
effected by conquest, the arrangement was short and 
simple- the conquerors, though le.ss numerous, at 



A^OAfADS AUIJ SETTLERS. 


X27 


once established thcnlselves as masters and formed 
a ruling nobility, an aristocracy, while the old own- 
ers of the’land, those at least that did not choose to 
emigrate, became what may be called the com- 
mon people/' bound to do service and pay tribute 
or taxes to their self-institu^d masters. Every 
country has generally experienced, at Various times, 
all these modes of invasion, so that each nation may 
be said to have been formed gradually, in successive 
layers, as it were, and often of very different ele- 
ments, which either finally amalgamated or kept 
apart, according to circumstances. 

The early history of Chaldea is a particularly good 
illustration of all that has just been said. 





THE GREAT RACES. — CHAPTER X. 6 f GENESIS. 

1. The Bible says (Genesis xi. 2) : “And it came 
to pass, as they journeyed in the east, that they 
found a plain in the land of Shinar ; and they dwelt 
there.’* 

Shinar — or, more correctly, Shinedr — is what may- 
be called Babylonia proper, that part of Mesopota- 
mia where Babylon was, and south of it, almost to 
the Gulf. “They” are descendants oj Noah, long 
after the Flood. They found the plain and dwelt 
there, but they did not find the whole land desert ; 
it had been occupied long before them. How long? 
For such remote ages an exact valuation of time in 
years is not to be thought of. • 

2. What people were those whom the descendants 
of Noah found in the land to wdiich they came from 
the East? It seems a simple question, yet no an- 
swer could have beqn given to it even as lately as 
fifteen or sixteen years ago, and when the answer 
was first suggested by unexpected discoveries made 
in the Royal Library at Nineveh, it startled the dis- 
coverers extremely. The only indication on the 
subject then known was this, from a Chaldean 
writer of a late period : “ There was originally at 
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Babylon (i.e., in the ftind of Babylon, not the city 
alone) “ a multitude of men of foreign race who had 
settled in •Chaldea/’ This is told by Berosus, a 
learned priest of Babylon, who lived immediately 
after Alexander the Great had conquered the coun- 
try, and when the Greeks rulecbit (somewhat after 
300 B.C.). Me wrote a history of it from the most 
ancient times, m which he gave an account of the 
oldest traditions concerning its beginnings. As he 
WTOte his book in Greek, it is probable that his ob- 
ject was to acquaint the new masters \uth the his- 
tory and religion of the land and people wdiom they 
had come to rule. Unfortunately the work was 
lost — as so many valuable works have been, as long 
as there was no printing, and books existed only in 
a few manuscript copies — and we know^ of it only 
some short fragments, quoted by lifter w'riters. in 
wdiose time Berosus’ history was still accessible. 
The above lines arc contained in one such fragment, 
and naturally led to the cpicstion : who were these 
men of foreign race w ho came from somewhere else 
and settled in Chaldea in immemorial times? 

3. One thing appears clear: the\' belonged to 
none of the races classed in the Bible as descended 
from Noah, bu^ probably to one far older, which 
had not been included in the Flood. 

4. For it begins to be pretty generally under- 
stood nowadays that the Flood may not have been 
absolutely universal, but havc'« extended over the 
countries zvhicluthc Hchreivs knew, which made their 
world, and that not literally all living beings except 
those who are reported to have been in the Ark may 
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have perished in it. Frorft a negligent habit of 
reading Chap. VI.~IX. of Genesis without reference 
to the texts of other chapters of the same Book, it 
has become a general habit to understand it in thfs 
literal manner. Yet the evidence is by no means so 
positive. The question was considered an open one 
by profounoer students even in antiquity, and freely 
discussed both among the Jews themselves and the 
Fathers of the early Christian Church. The follow- 
ing are the statements given in the Book of Genesis; 
we have only to take them out of their several places 
and connect them, 

5. When Cain had killed his brother Abel, God 
banished him from the rar//i whicli liad received his 
brother’s blood and laid a curse on him: “a fugi- 
tive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth '' — 
using another word than the first time, one which 
means earth in general in opposition to the 

earth {addmiih\ or fruitful land to the east of Eden, 
in which Adam and Eve dwelt after their expulsion. 
Then Cain went forth, still further East, and dwelt 
in a land which was called ** the land Nod,*’ f.c., ** of 
wandering *’ or exile.” He had a son, Enoch, after 
whom he named the city which he built, — the first 
city,— and descendants. Of these the fifth, Lamech^ 
a fierce and lav^ess man, had thTec sons, two of 
whom, Jabal and Jubal, led a pastoral and nomadic 
life; but the third, Tubalcain, invented the use of 
metals: he was tke forger of every cutting instru- 
ment of brass and iron.” This is^what the Chap. 
IV. of Genesis tells of Cain, his crime, his exile and 
immediate posterity. After that they arc heard of 
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no more. Adam, meaitiwhile, has a third son, born 
after he had lost the first two and whom he calls 
Seth (more correctly Sheth). The descendants of 
this son are enumerated in Chap. V. ; the list ends 
with Noah. These arc the parallel races: the ac- 
cursed and the blest, the proscribed of God and the 
loved of God, the one that “goes oiit^of the pres- 
ence of the Lord ** and the one that calls on the 
name of the Lord/' and ** walks with God." Of the 
latter race the last-named, Noah, is a just man, 
perfect in his generation," and finds grace in the 
eyes of the Lord." 

6. Then comes the narrative of the Flood (Chap. 
VI.~VHI.), the covenant of God with Noah and 
re-pcopling of the earth by his posterity iChap. 
IX.). Lastly Chap. X. gives us the list of the gen- 
erations of Noah’s three sons. Sh^m, Ham and 
japheth ; — '^of these were the nations divided in 
the earth after the flood. 

7. Now this tenth chaptt r of Genesis is the 
oldc.st and mosj important document in existence 
concerning the origins of races and nations, and 
comprises all those with wlmm the Jews, in the 
course of their early history, have had any dealings, 
at least all thosp who belonged to the great white di- 
vision of mankind. But in ordcr#propcrly to under- 
stand it and appreciate its value and bearing, it 
must not be forgotten that each NAME IN THE LIST 
IS THAT OF A KAC E, A PEOPf.E OR A TRIBE, NOT 
THA'r OF A MAN. It was a common fashion among 
the Orientals — a fashion adopted also by ancient 
European nations — to express in this manner the 
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kindred connections of nations among themselves 
and their differences. Both for brevity and clear- 
ness, such historical genealogies arc very Convenient. 
They must have been suggested by a proceeding 
most natural in ages of ignorance, and which con- 
sists in a tribe’s explaining its own name by taking 
it for grante(i that it was that of its founder. Thus 
the name of the Assyrians is really Asshur. Why? 
Clearly, they would answer, if asked the question, 
because their kingdom was founded by one whose 
name was Asshur. Another famous nation, the 
Aramaeans, are supposed to be so called because 
the name of their founder was Aram ; the Hebrews 
name themseh es from a similarly supposed ancestor, 
Heber. These three nations, — and several more, 
the Arabs among others — spoke languages so much 
alike that they could easily understand each other, 
and had generally many common features in looks 
and character. How account for that ? By making 
their founders, Asshur, and Aram, and Heber, etc., 
sons or descendants of one great he, id or progenitor, 
Shem, a son of Noah. It is a kind of parable which 
is extremely clear once one has the key to it, when 
nothing is easier than to translate it into our own 
sober, positive forms of speech. T^Je above bit of 
genealogy would read thus : A large portion of hu- 
manity is distinguished by certain features more or 
less peculiar to itself ; it is one of several great races, 
and has been called Tor more than a hundred years 
the Semitic, (better Shemitic) race, the race of 
Shem. This race is composed of many different 
tribes and nations, who have gone each its own wa/t 
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have each its own name and history, speak dialects 
of the same original language, and have preserved 
many cornmon ideas, customs and traits of character, 
— which all shows that the race was once united and 
dwelt together, then, as it increased in numbers, 
broke up into fractions, of winch soijie rose to be 
great and famous nations and some remained com- 
paratively insignificant tribes. The same applies to 
the subdivisions of the great white race (the whitest 
of all) to which nearly all the European nations be- 
long, and which is personified in the Bible under 
the name of Japhet, third son of Noah, — and to 
those of a third great race, also originally white, 
which Is broken up into A'cry many fractions, both 
great nations and scattered tribes, all exhibiting a 
decided likeness to each other. The Bible gives 
the names of all these mo^t carefidh’, and sums up 
the whole of them under the name of the second 
son of Noah, Ham, whom it calls their common pro- 
genitor. 

8. That the •genealogies of Chap. X. of Genesis 
should be understood in tliis sense, has long been 
admitted by scientists and churchmen. St. Augus- 
tine, one of the greatest among the Fathers of the 
early church, •pointedly says that the names in it 
represent “ nations, not men.’’ * * On the other hand 
there is also literal truth in them, in this way, that, 
if all mankind is descended from one human couple, 
every fraction of it must necessarily have had some 
one particulaf father or ancestor, only in so remote a 


* ** Gentes non homines*' (De Chitate Da\ XV 11., 3 .) 
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past that his individuality or actual name cannot 
possibly have been remembered, when every people, 
as has been remarked above, naturally gave him its 
own name. Of these names many show by their 
very nature that they could not have belonged to 
individuals. , Some are plural, like Mizraim, the 
Egyptians;'* some have the article: ** r//r AmoritE, 
the Hivite ; ” one even is the name of a city : SiDON 
is called ‘‘the first-born of Canaan;" now Sidon 
was long the greatest maritime city of the Canaan- 
ites, who held an undisputed supremacy ov^er the 
rest, and therefore “the first-born." The name 
means “ fisheries" — an appropriate one for a city on 
the sea, which must of course ha\'c been at first a 
settlement of fishermen. “ Canaan " really is the 
name of a vast region, inhabited by a great many 
nations and tribes, all differing from bach other in 
many ways, yet manifestly of one race, wherefore 
they are called ‘‘ the sons of Canaan,*’ Canaan being 
personified in a common ancestor, given as one of 
the four sons of Ham. IModcrn ..cicnce has, for 
convenience* sake, adopted a special word for such 
imaginary personages, invented to account for a 
nation’s, tribe’s, or city s name, while summing up, 
so to speak, its individuality : they Are called EPO- 
NYMS. The word is Greek, and means “ one from 
whom or for whom somebody or something is 
named," a “ namesake." It is not too much to say 
that, while popular tradition always claims that the 
eponymous ancestor or city-founder gave his name 
to his family, race, or city, the contrary is in reality 
invariably the case, the name of the race or city 
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being transferred to him. Or, in other words, the 
eponym is really only that name, transformed into a 
traditionaf person by a bold and vivid poetical fig- 
ure of speech, which, if taken for what it is, makes 
the beginnings of political history wonderfully plain 
and easy to grasp and classify. * ^ 

9. Yet, complete and correct as is the list 
of Chap. X., within the limits which the writer 
has set to himself, it by no means exhausts the 
nations of the earth. The reason of the omissions, 
however, is easily seen. Among the posterity of 
Japhet the Greeks indeed are mentioned, (under the 
name of Javax, which should be pronounced Yawan, 
and some of his sons), biU: not a single one of the 
other ancient peoples of Europe, — Germans, Italians, 
Celts, etc., — who also belonged to that race, as we, 
their descendtints, do. But then, at*thc time Chap. 
X. ^as written, these countries, from their remote- 
ness, were outside of the world in which the Hebrews 
moved, beyond their horizon, so to speak. They 
either did not know them at all, or, having nothing 
to do with them, did not take them into considera- 
tion* In neither case would they have been given 
a place in the great list. The same may be said of 
another large portion of the same race, which dwelt 
to the far East and South of* the Hebrews — the 
Hindoos, (the white conquerors of India), and the 
Persians. There came a time indeed, when the 
latter not only came into contact with the Jews, 
but were thefr masters ; but either that was after 
Chap. X. was written or the Persians were identified 
by the writers with a kindred nation, the Per- 
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sians' near neighbor, who had flourished much 
earlier and reacted in many ways on the countries 
westward of it; this nation was the MedeS, who, 
under the name of Madai, are mentioned as one of 
the sons of Japhet, with Jav^an the Greek. 

10. More noticedole and more significant than 
these partial omissions is the determination with 
which the authors of Chap. X. consistently ignore all 
those divisions of mankind which do not belong to 
one of the three great zcliiie races. Neither the 
Black nor the Yellow races are mentioned at all; 
they are left without the pale of the 1 lebrew brother- 
hood of nations. Yet the Jews, who staid three or 
four hundred years in Egypt, surely learned there 
to know the real negro, for the Egyptians were con- 
tinually fighting with pure-blood black tribes in the 
south and south-west, and bringing iiv thousands of 
black capti\'es, who were made to work at their great 
buildings and in their stone-quarries. But these 
people were too utterly barbarous and devoid of all 
culture or political importance to be. taken into ac- 
count. Besides, the Jews could not be aware of the 
vast extent of the earth occupied by the black race, 
since the greater part of Africa was then unknown 
to the world, and so were the islandt to the south 
of India, also Austtalia and its islands — all scats of 
different sections of that race. 

11. The same could not be said of the Yellow 
Race. True, its principal representatives, the na- 
tions of the far East of Asia — the Chinese, the Mon- 
gols and the Mandchous, — could not be known to 
the Hebrews at any time of antiquity, but there 
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were more than enough representatives of it who 
could not be ////known to them.* For it was both a 
very old and extremely numerous race, which early 
spread over the greater part of the earth and at one 
lime probably equalled in numbers the rest of man- 
kind. It seems always to hav^ been jproken up into 
a great manj^ tribes and peoples, whom it has been 
found convenient to gather under the general desig- 
nation of Turanians, from a very ancient name, — 
Tur or Tura — which was given them by the white 
population of Persia and Central Asia, and which is 
still preserved in that of one of their principal sur- 
viving branches, the TURKS. All the different 
members of this great family have had very striking 
features in common, — the most extraordinary being 
an incapability of reaching the highest culture, of 
progressing hidcfinitely, improving •continually. A 
strange law of their being seems to have condemned 
them to stop short, when they had attained a cer- 
tain, not very advanced, stage. Thus their speech 
has remained • extremely imperfect. They spoke, 
and such Turanian nations as now exist still speak, 
languages, which, however they may differ, all have 
this peculiarity, that they arc composed either 
entirely of monosyllables, (the most rudimentary 
form of speech), or of monosjdlables pieced into 
words in the stiffest, most unwieldy manner, stuck 

* If, as has been suggested, the “ lan<l of Sinim ” in Isaiah xlix., 
12, iai meant for* China, such a solitary, incidental and unspecihed 
mention of a country the name of which may have been vaguely used 
to express the remotest East, cannot invalidate the scheme so evi- 
dently and persistently pursued in the composition of Chap. X. 
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together, as it were, with nothing to join them, 
wherefore this kind of language has been called 
agglutinative. Chinese belongs to the former class 
of languages, the monosyllabic,** Turkish to the 
latter, the “agglutinative.** Further, the Turani- 
ans were probably tfic first to invent writing, but 
never went in that art beyond having^ one particu- 
lar sign for every single word — (such is Chinese writ- 
ing with its forty thousand signs or thereabouts, as 
many as words in the language) — or at most a 
sign for every syllable. They had beautiful be- 
ginnings of poetry, but in that also never went 
beyond beginnings. They were also probably the 
first who built cities, but were wanting in the qual- 
ities necessary to organize a society, establish a 
state on solid and lasting foundations. At one 
time they covered the whole of Westeili Asia, dwelt 
there for ages before any other race occupied it, — 
fifteen hundred years, ^according to a very trust- 
worthy tradition, — and were called by the ancients 
“ the oldest of men ;** but they vaniifh and are not 
heard of any more the moment that wliite invaders 
come into the land ; these drive the Turanians be- 
fore them, or bring them into complete subjection, 
or mix with them, but, by force \>f their own 
superiorly gifted nature, retain the dominant posi- 
tion, so that the others lose all separate existence. 
Thus it was everywhere. For wherever tribes of 
the three Biblical races came, they mostly found 
Turanian populations who had preceded them. 
There are now a great number of Turanian tribeiy 
more or less numerous — Kirghizes, Bashkirs, 0% 
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tiaks, Tunguzcs, etc., etc. — scattered over the vast 
expanse of Siberia and Eastern Russia, where they 
roam at will with their flocks and herds of horses, 
occasionally settling down, — fragmentary remnants 
of a race which, to this latest ^time, has preserved 
its original peculiarities and imperfections, whose 
day is done, which has long ceased to improve, un- 
less it assimilates with the higher white race and 
adopts their culture, when all that it lacked is sup- 
plied by the nobler element which mixes with it, as 
in the case of the Hungarians, one of the most high- 
spirited and talented nations of Europe, originally 
of Tui;anian stock. The same may be said, in a 
lesser degree, of the Finiif? — the native inhabitants 
of the Russian principality of Finland. 

12. All this by no means goes to show that the 
Yellow Race has ever been devoid of fine faculties 
and original genius. Quite the contrai*}*; for, if 
white races everywhere stepped in. took the work 
of civilization out of their hands and carried it on 
to a perfecticjii* of which they were incapable, still 
they, the Turanians, had everywhere bt^in that 
work, it was their inventions which the others took 
up and improved : and we must remember that it 
is very much* easier to improve than to invent. 
Only there is that strange limitation to their power 
of progress and that want of natural refinement, 
which arc as a wall that ^closes them around. 
Even the Chmese, who, at first sight, are a brilliant 
exception, are not so on a closer inspection. True, 
they have founded and organized a great empire 
which still endures ; they have a vast literature, 
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they have made most important inventions — print- 
ing, manufacturing paper out of rags, the use of 
the compass, gunpowder — centuries before Euro- 
pean nations made them in their turn. Yet the 
latter do all those things far better; they have im- 
proved these, to them, new inventions more in a 
couple of hundred years than the ^Chinese in a 
thousand. In fact it is a good many centuries since 
the Chinese have ceased to improve anything at all. 
Their language and writing are childishly imperfect, 
though the oldest in existence. In government, 
in the forms of social life, in their ideas generally, 
they follow rules laid down for them three thou- 
sand years ago or more and from which to swerve 
a hair’s breadth were blasphemy. As they have 
always stubbornly resisted foreign influences, and 
gone the length of trying actually to drect material 
walls between themselves and the rest of the world, 
their empire is a perfectly fair specimen of what 
the Yellow Race can do, if left entirely to itself, 
and quite as much of what it ^do, and now 

they have for centuries presented that unique phe- 
nomenon — a great nation at a standstill. 

13. All this obviously leads us to a very interest- 
ing and suggestive question : what is^his great race 
which we find eveiywhere at the very roots of his- 
tor>% so that not only ancient tradition calls them 
‘‘ the oldest of men,” but modern science more and 
more inclines to the same opinion? Whence came 
it ? How is it not included in the great family of 
nations, of which Chap. X. of Genesis gives so clear 
and comprehensive a scheme? Parallel to this 
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question arises anotfier: what became of ’ Cain’s 
posterity? What, above all, of the descendants of 
those three sons of Lamech, whom the writer of 
Genesis clearly places before us as heads of nations 
and thinks of sufficient importance to specify what 
their occupations were? (See^ Genesis iv. 19-22.) 
Why do we never hear any more of tlfis entire half 
of humanity,* severed in the very beginning from 
the other half — the lineage of the accursed son 
from that of the blest and favored son ? And may 
not the answer to this series of questions be the 
answer to the first series also ? 

14. With regard to the second series this answer 
is plaimand decisive. The descendants of Cain were 
necessarily out of the pale of the Hebrew w^orld. 
The curse of God. in consequence of which their 
forefather is §aid to luive gone out of the presence 
of the Lord,” at once and forever separated them 
from the posterity of the pious son, from those who 
'*\vaJkcd with God.” The writer of Genesis tells 
us that they lived in the ‘*Land of Exile ” and 
multiplied, then dismisses them. For what could 
the elect, the people of God, or even those other 
nations who went astray, w'ho w^ere repeatedly 
chastised, but ^^vliose family bond with the righteous 
race w^as never entirely severeck — what could they 
have in common with the banished, the castaway, 
the irretriev^ably accursed? These did not count, 
they were not of humanity. tWhat more probable, 
therefore, than that, being excluded from all the 
other narratives, they should not be included in 
that of the Flood ? And in that case, who should 
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they be but that most ancicnl race, set apart by its 
color and several striking peculiarities, which every, 
where preceded their white brethren, but were 
invariably supplanted by them and not destined to 
supremacy on the earth? This supposition has 
been hazarded by nym of great genius, and if bold, 
still has much to support it; if confirmed it would 
solve many puzzles, throw strong and unexpected 
light on many obscure points. The very antiq- 
uity of the Yellow Race tallies admirably with the 
Biblical narrative, for of the two Biblical brothers 
Cain was the eldest. And the doom laid on the 
race, “ a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be on 
the earth,” has not been revoked through all ages. 
Wherever pure Turanians arc — they arc nomads. 
And when, fifteen hundred years ago and later, 
countless swarms of barbarous pepple flooded 
Europe, coming from the east, and swept all before 
them, the Turanian hordes could be known chiefly 
by this, that they destroyed, burned, laid waste — 
and passed, vanished : whereas the others, after 
treating a country quite as savagely, usually settled 
in it and founded states, most of which exist even 
now — for, French, German, English, Russian, wc 
are all descended from some of those barbarou:^ 
invaders. And thij also would fully explain how 
it came to pass that, although the Hebrews and 
their forefathers — let us say the Semites generally 
— everyw^here found Turanians on their way, nay, 
dwelt in the same lands with them, the sacred his- 
torian ignores them completely, as in Gen. xi. 2. 
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15. For they were Turanians, arrived at a, for 
them, really high state of culture, who peopled the 
land of Shinar, when ** tfuy ** — descendants of Noah, 
— journeying in the East, found that plain where 
they dwelt for many years. 





III. 

TURANIAN CHALDEA.— SHUMIR AND ACCAD. — THE 
BEGINNINGS OF RELIGION. 

I. It is not Berosus alone who speaks of the 
** multitudes of men of forcit^n race who colonized 
Chaldea “ in the be^^inning/* It was a universally 
admitted fact throughout antiquity that the popula- 
tion of the country had always been a mixed one, but 
a fact known vaguely, without particul,ars. On this 
subject, as on so many others, the discoveries made 
in the royal library of Nineveh shed an unexpected 
and most welcome light. The very first, so to speak 
preliminary, study of the tablets showed that there 
were amongst them documents in two entirely dif- 
ferent languages, of which one evidently was that 
of an older population of Chaldea. The other and 
later language, usually called Assyrian, because it 
was spoken also by the Assyrians, being very like 
Hebrew, an understanding of it was arrived at with 
comparative ease. As to the older language there 
was absolutely no clue. The only conjecture which 
could be made with any certainty w'as,^hat it must 
have been spoken by a double people, called the 

people of Shumir and Accad, because later kings of 
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Babylon^ in their inscriptions, always gave them- 
selves the title of ** Kings of Shumir and Accad/* a 
title which the Assyrian sovereigns, who at times 
conquered Chaldea, did not fail to take also. But 
who and what were these people might licver have 
been cleared up, but for the mefet fortunate discov- 
ery of dictionaries and grammars, which, the texts 
being supplied with Assyrian translations, served 
our modern scholars, just as they did Assyrian stu- 
dents 3000 years ago, to decipher and learn to 
understand the oldest language of Chaldea. Of 
course, it was a colossal piece of work, beset with 
difBcuIties which it required an almost fierce deter- 
mination and superhuman patience to master. But 
every step made was so amply repaid by the results 
obtained, that the zeal of the laborers was never 
suffered to flag, and the effected -reconstruction, 
though far from complete even now, already enables 
us to conjure a very suggestive and life-like picture 
of those first settlers of the Mesopotamian Low- 
lands, their character, religion and pursuits. 

2. The langTiage thus strangely brought to light 
was very soon perceived to be distinctly of that 
peculiar and primitive type — partly monosyllables, 
partly words rudely pieced together, — which has 
been described in a preceding chapter as character- 
istic of the Turanian race, and which is known in sci- 
ence by the general name of agglutinative, i.e., 
‘•glued or stuck together,'* wfthout change in the 
words, either by declension or conjugation. The 
people of Shumir and Accad, therefore, were one and 
the same Turanian nation, the difference in the name 
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being merely a geographical one. Shumik is South- 
ern or Lower Chaldea, the country towards and 
around the Persian Gulf, — that very land of Shinar 
which is mentioned in Genesis xi. 2. Indeed ** Shi- 
nar ” is only the way in which the Hebrews pro- 
nounced and spelt the ancient name of Lower Chal- 
dea. Accap is Northern or Upper Chaldea. The 
most correct way, and the safest from all misunder- 
standing, is to name the people the Shumiro-Accads 
and their language, the Shumiro-Accadiaii ; but 
for brevity’s sake, the first name is frequently 
dropped, and many say simply “ the Accads”and 
“the Accadian language.'* It is clear, however, 
that the royal title mu.st needs unite both names, 
which together represented the entire country of 
Chaldea. Of late it has been discovered that the 
Shumiro-Accads spoke two slightly differing dia- 
lects of the same language, that of Shumir being 
most probably the older of the two, as culture 
and conquest seem to have been carried steadily 
northward from the Gulf. , 

3. That the Accads themselves c«'fVnc from some- 
where else, is plain from several circumstances, 
although there is not the faintest symptom or trace 
of any people whom they may have found in the 
country. They Iftought into it the very first and 
most essential rudiments of civilization, the art of 
writing, and that of working metals ; it was prob- 
ably also they who began to dig those canals with- 
out which the land, notwithstanding its fabulous 
fertility, must always be a marshy waste, and who 
began to make bricks and construct buildings out of 
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them. There is ground to conclude that they came 
down from mountains in the fact that the name 
Accad means ‘^Mountains'" or “Highlands," a 
name which they could not possibly have taken in 
the dead flats of Lower Chaldea, but must have 
retained as a relic of an older* home.. It is quite 
possible that this home may have been in the 
neighboring wild and mountainous land of ShushaN 
(Susiana on the maps), whose first known popu- 
lation was also Turanian. These guesses take us 
into a past, where not a speck of positive fact can 
be discerned. Yet even that must have been only 
a station in this race's migration from a far more 
northern centre. Their written language, even 
after they had lived for centuries in an almost 
tropical country', where palms grew in vast groves, 
almost forest^ and lions were conrfmon game, as 
plentiful as tigers in the jungles of Bengal, con- 
tained no sign to designate either the one or the 
other, while it was well stocked with the signs of 
metals, — of which there is no vestige, of course, 
in Chaldea, — and all that belongs to the work- 
ing thereof. As the Altai range, the great Sibe- 
rian chain, has always been famous for its rich 
mines of every* possible metal ore, and as the val- 
leys of the Altai arc known to lie the nests from 
which innumerable Turanian tribes scattered to the 
north and south, and in which many dwell to this 
day after their own nomadic fashion, there is no ex- 
travagance in Supposing that there may have been 
our Accads* original point of departure. Indeed the 
Altai is so indissolubly connected with the origin of 
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most Turanian nations, that many scientists prefer 
to call the entire Yellow Race, with all its gradations 
of color, '' the Altaic/' Their own traditions point 
the same way. Several of them have a pretty 
legend of a sort of paradise, a secluded valley some- 
where in the Altai,' pleasant and watered by many 
streams, where their forefathers either dwelt in the 
first place or whither they were providentially con- 
ducted to be saved from a general massacre. The 
valley was entirely enclosed with high rocks, steep 
and pathless, so that when, after several hundred 
years, it could no longer hold the number of its in- 
habitants, these began to search for an issue and 
found none. Then onq among them, wIk) was a 
smith, discovered that the rocks were almost cn- , 
tirely of iron. By his advice, a huge fire was made 
and a great many mighty bellows wcfe brought into 
play, by which means a path was melted through 
the rocks. A tradition, by the by, which, while 
confirming the remark that the invention of metal- 
lurgy belongs originally to the Yellow Race in its 
earliest stages of development, is strangely in ac- 
cordance with the name of the Biblical Tubalcatn, 
“the forger of every cutting instrument of brasii 
and iron." That the Accads were possessed of this 
distinctive accompiishment of their race is moreover 
made very probable by the various articles and or- 
naments in gold, brass and iron which are continu- 
ally found in the veiy oldest tombs. 

4. But infinitely the most precious acquisition se- 
cured to us by the unexpected revelation of fliis X 
stage of remotest antiquity is a wonderfully ext^n^ 
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sive collection of prayers, invocations and other 
sacred texts, from which we can reconstruct, with 
much probability, the most primitive religion in the 
world — for such undoubtedly was that of tjie 
Accads. As a clear and autheijtic insight into the 
first manifestation of the religious in.9tinct in man 
was just what was wanting until now, in order to 
enable us to follow its development from the first, 
crudest attempts at expression to the highest aspi- 
rations and noblest forms of w.orship, the value of 
this discovery can never be overrated. It intro- 
duces us moreover into so strange and fantastical a 
world a;> not the most imaginative of fictions can 
surpass. • 

5. The instinct of religion — religiosity/' as it has 
been called — is inborn to man ; like the faculty of 
speech, it belongs to man, and to man only, of all 
living beings. So much so, that modern science is 
coming to acknowledge these two faculties as the 
distinctive characteristics which mark man as a 
being apart fj-otn and above the rest of creation. 
Whereas the division of all that exists upon the 
earth has of old been into three great classes or 
realms — the mineral realm/* the “vegetable 

realm” and the “animal realm/* in which latter 
man was included — it is now pro[)oscd to erect the 
human race with all its varieties into a separate 
realm/* for this very reason :^that man has all that 
animals have, and two things more which they have 
not — speech and religiosity, which assume a faculty 
of abstfract thinking, observing and drawing general 
conclusions, solely and distinctively human. Now 
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the very first observations of man in the most prim- 
itive stage of his existence must necessarily have 
awakened in him a twofold consciousness — that of 
power and that of helplessness. He could do many 
things. Small in size, weak in strength, destitute 
of natural clothing and weapons, acutely sensitive 
to pain and atmospheric changes^ as all higher 
natures are, he could kill and tame the huge and 
powerful animals which had the advantage of him 
in all these things, whose numbers and fierceness 
threatened him at every turn with destruction, from 
w'hich his only escape would seem to have been con- 
stant cowering and hiding. He could compel the 
earth to bear for him choicer food than for the 
other beings who lived on her gifts. He could com- 
mand the service of fire, the dread visitor from 
heaven. Stepping victoriously from* one achieve- 
ment to another, ever widening his sphere of 
action, of invention, man could not but be filled 
with legitimate pride. But on the other hand, 
he saw himself surrounded with things which he 
could neither account for nor subdue, which had 
the greatest influence on his well-being, cither favor- 
able or hostile, but which were utterly beyond his 
comprehension or control. The jfamc sun which 
ripened his crop sometimes scorched it ; the rain 
which cooled and fertilized his field, sometimes 
swamped it; the hot^winds parched him and his cat- 
tle ; in the marshes lurked disease and death. All 
these and many, many more, were evidently POW- 
ERS, and could do him great good or work him 
great harm, while he was unable to do either to 
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them. These things existed, he felt their action 
every day of his life, consequently they were to him 
living Beings, aliVe in the same way that he was, 
possessed of will, for good or for evil. In short, to 
primitive man everything in nature was alive with 
an individual life, as it is to fhc ver^ young child, 
who would not beat the chair against which he has 
knocked himself, and then kiss it to make friends, 
did he not think that it is a living and feeling being 
like himself. The feeling of dependence and abso- 
lute helplessness thus created must have more than 
balanced that of pride and self-reliance. Man felt 
himself placed in a world where he was suffered to 
livean*d have his share of .what good things he could 
get, but which was not ruled by him, — in a spirit- 
world. Spirits around him, above him, below him, 
— what could he do but humble himself, confess his 
dependence, and pray to be spared ? For surely, 
if those spirits existed and took enough interest in 
him to do him good or evil, they could hear him 
and might be ^lovcd by supplication. To establish 
a distinction* between such sfurits which did only 
harm, were evil in themselves, and those whose 
action was generally beneficial and only on rare 
occasions destructive, was the next natural step, 
which led as naturally to a perception of divine dis- 
pleasure as the cause of such terrible manifestations 
and a seeking of means to avert or propitiate it. 
While fear and loathing were the portion of the 
former spirits, the essentially evil ones, love and 
gratitude, were the predominant feelings inspired by 
the latter, — feelings which, together with the ever 
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present consciousness of dependence, are the very 
essence of religion, just as praise and worship are 
the attempts to express them in a tangible form. 

6. It is this most primitive, material and unques- 
tioning stage in the growth of religious feeling, 
which a large^portiofi of the Shumiro-Accadian doc- 
uments from the Royal Library at Nineveh brings 
before us with a force and completeness which, 
however much room there may still be for uncer- 
tainty in details, on the whole really amounts to 
more than conjecture. Much will, doubtless, be dis- 
covered yet, much will be clone, but it will only serve 
to fill in a sketch, of which the outlines are already 
now tolerably fixed and authentic. The materials for 
this most important reconstruction arc almost 
tirely contained in a vast collection of two hundred 
tablets, forming one consecutive w6rk in three 
books, over fifty of which have been sifted out of 
the heap of rubbish at the British Museum and first 
deciphered by Sir Henry Rawlinson, one of the 
greatest, as he was the first discoverer in this field, 
and George Smith, whose achievements and too 
early death have been mentioned in a former chap- 
ter. Of the three books into which the collection 
is divided, one treats “<)f evil spirits, ” another of 
diseases, and the third contains hymns and prayers 
— the latter collection showing signs of a later and 
higher development. Out of these materials the 
lately deceased French scholar, Mr. Francois Loi 
normant, whose name has for the last fifteen years or 
so of his life stood in the very front of this branch 
of Oriental research, has been the first to reconstruct 
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an entire picture in a book not very voluminous in- 
deed, but which must always remain a corner-stone 
in the history of ^human culture. This book shall 
be our guide in the strange world we now enter.* 

7 . To the people of Shumir and Accad, then, the 
universe was peopled with Spirits, wjiom they dis- 
tributed according to its different spheres and re- 
gions. For they had formed a very elaborate and 
clever, if peculiar idea of what they supposed the 
world to be like. According to the ingenious ex- 
pression of a Greek writer of the ist century A.D. 
they imagined it to have the shape of an inverted 
round boat or bowl, the thickness of which would 
represent the mixture of land and water {kUa) 
which we call the crust of the earth, while the hol- 
low beneath this inhabitable crust was fancied as a 
bottomless p4t or abyss in which dwelt many 
powers. Above the convex surface of the earth 
ijd^) spread the sky {afia), itself divided into two 
regions : — the highest heaven or firmament, which, 
with the fixed .stars immovably attached to it, re- 
volved, as round an axis or piv^ot, around an im- 
mensely high mountain, which joined it to the 
earth as a pillar, and was situated somewhere in the 
far North-East — some say North — and the lower 
heaven, where the planets — a %ort of resplendent 
animals, seven in number, of beneficent nature — 
wandered forever on their appointed path. To 
these were opposed seven evil demons, sometimes 


* “ Magie ct la Divination chez les Chald^ens,** 1874-5. Ger- 

man translation o£ it, 1878. 
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called the Seven Fiery Phantoms/* But above 
all these, higher in rank and greater in power, is 
the Spirit {Zi) of heaven (and^, Zl-AXA, or, as 
often, simply Ana — Heaven/’ Between the lower 
heaven and the surface of the earth is the atmos- 
pheric region, the rt^ahn of IM or Mkkmer, the 
Wind> where he drives the clouds, rouses the storms, 
and whence he pours down the rain, which is stored 
in the great reservoir of Ana, in the heavenly 
Ocean. As to the earthly Ocean, it is fancied as a 
broad river, or watery rim, flowing all round the 
edge of the imaginary inverted bowl ; in its waters 
dwells Sa (whose name means “ the House of Wa- 
ters”), the great Spirit of ^the Earth and Waters {Zu 
ki-a\ cither in the form of a fish, whence he is fre- 
quently called “ fta the fish,” or “the Exalted Fish,** 
or on a magnificent ship, with which hc«travcls round 
the earth, guarding and protecting it. The minor 
spirits of earth {Anunna-ki) are not much spoken 
of except in a body, as a sort of host or legion. All 
the more terrible arc the seven spirits of the abys.s. 
the Maskim, of whom it is said that, a^ithough their 
seat is in the depths of the earth, yet their voice 
resounds on the heights also: they resident will in 
the immensity of space, ** not cnjoyii^ a good name 
either in heaven or*on earth.” Their greatest de- 
light is to subvert the orderly course of nature, to 
cause earthquakes, inundations, ravaging tempests. 
Although the Abyss i# their birth-place and proper 
sphere, they are not submissive to its lord and ruler 
Mul-ge (“ Lord of the Abyss ”). In that they arc 
like their brethren of the lower heaven who do not 
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acknowledge Ana s supremacy, in fact are called 
** spirits of rebellion,” because, being originally 
Ana’s messengers, they once “ secretly plotted a 
wicked deed,” rose against the heavenly powers, 
obscured the Moon, and all but hurled him from his 
seat. But the Maskim are ever, mqre feared and 
hated, as appears from the following description, 
which has become celebrated for its real poetical 
force : 

8 . They are seven ! they are seven ! — Seven 
they are in the depths of Ocean, — seven they are, 
disturbers of the face of Heaven. — They arise from 
the depths of Ocean, from hidden lurking-places. — 
They spread like snares.~*-Male they^ are not, female 
they are not. — Wives they have not, children are 
not born to them. — Order they' know not, nor benefi- 
cence : — praj^ers and supplication' they hear not. — 
Vermin grown in the bowels of the mountains — 
foes of fia — they are the throne-bearers of the gods 
— they sit in the roads and make them unsafe. — 
The fiends ! the fiends ! — They are seven, they are 
seven, seven they" arc ! 

Spirit of Heaven (Zi-ana, Afta), be they" conjured! 

Spirit of Earth {Zi-kim, Aa), be they" conjured ! ” 

9. Besides nhese regular sets of evil spirits in 
sevens — seven being a my"sterfous and consecrated 
number — there arc the hosts untold of demons which 
assail man in every" possible form, which are always 
on the watch to do him harm, not only bodily, but 
moral in the w^ay of civil broils and family dissen- 
sions; confusion is their work; it is they who 

steal the child from the father’s knee,” who “ driye 
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the son from his father’s house,” who withhold from 
the wife the blessing of children ; they have stolen 
days from heaven, which they have made evil days, 
that bring nothing but ill-luck and misfortune, — 
and nothing can keep them out : “ They fall as rain 
from the skyi they ^spring from the earth, — they 
steal from house to house, — doors do n^ot stop them, 
— bolts do not shut them out, — they creep in at the 
doors like serpents, — they blow in at the roof like 
winds.” Various are their haunts: the tops of 
mountains, the pestilential marshes by the sea, but 
especially the desert. Diseases arc among the most 
dreaded of this terrible band, and first among these 
Namtak or Dibbara, the demon of Pestilence, 
Idpa (Fever), and a certain mysterious disease of 
the head, which must be insanity, of which it is said 
that it oppresses* the head and holds it tight like a 
tiara (a heavy headdress) or “ like a dark prison,” 
and makes it confused, that “ it is like a violent 
tempest ; no one knows whence it comes, nor what 
is its object.” • 

lo. All these evil beings are very properly classed 
together under the general name of “creations of 
the Abyss,” births of the nether world, the world of 
the dead. For the unseen world btlow the hab- 
itable earth was naturally conceived as the dwelling 
place of the departed spirits after death. It is vciy 
remarkable as characteristic of the low standard 
of moral conception which the Shumiro-Accads 
had attained at this stage of their development, 
that, although they never admitted that tho|ie 
who died ceased to exist altogether, there is very 
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‘'ittle to show that they imagined any happy state 
for them after death, not even as a reward for a 
righteous life, nor, on the other hand, looked to 
a future state for punishment of wrongs committed 
in this world, but promiscuously consigned their 
dead to the Arali, a most d^mal region which is 
called the “ support of chaos,** or, in phrase no less 
vague and Ml of mysterious awe, “ the Great 
Land*’ {KUgai), **the Great City” {Uru-gal), ‘‘the 
spacious dwelling,** “ where they wander in the 
dark,” — a region ruled by a female divinity called 
by different names, but most frequently “ Lady of 
the Great Land ** {Nin-kt gal), or “ Lady of the 
Abysjs*** {Nipt-gc), who njay the rather be under- 
stood as Death personified, that Namtar (Pestilence) 
is her chief minister. The Shumiro-Accads seem 
to have dimlf' fancied that association with so many 
cvjl beings whose proper home the Arali was, must 
convert even the human spirits into beings almost 
as noxious, for one or two passages appear to imply 
that they were afraid of ghosts, at least on one 
occasion it i# threatened to send the dead back into 
the upper world, as the direst calamity that can be 
inflicted. 

II. As if aU these terrors w^ere not sufficient to 
make life a burden, the Shumir»-Accads believed in 
sorcerers, wicked men w^ho knew how to compel the 
powers of evil to do their bidding and thus could 
inflict death, sickness or dis«ters at their pleasure. 
This could be done in many ways — by a look, by 
uttering certain words, by drinks made of herbs 
prepared under certain conditions and ceremonies. 
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Nay, the power of doing harm sometimes fatally 
belonged even to innocent persons, who inflicted it 
unintentionally by their look — fbr the effect of 
^*the evil eye did not always depend on a person’s 
own will. 

12. Existence undtr such conditions must have 

« 

been as unendurable as that of poor children who 
have been terrified by silly nurses into a belief in 
ogres and a fear of dark rooms, had there not existed 
real or imaginary defences against this array of hor- 
rible beings always ready to fall on unfortunate hu- 
manity in all sorts of inexplicable ways and for no 
other reason but their own detestable delight in do- 
ing evil. These defences could not consist in rational 
measures dictated by a knowledge of the laws of 
physical nature, since they had no notion of such 
laws; nor in prayers and propitiatewy offerings, 
since one of the demons’ most execrable qualities 
was, as we have seen, that they “knew not benefi- 
cence ” and “heard not prayer and supplication.” 
Then, if they cannot be coaxed, they must be com- 
pelled. This seems a very presumptuous assump- 
tion, but it is strictly in accordance with human in- 
stinct. It has been very truly said * that “ man was 
so conscious of being called to exercise empire over 
the powers of naturs, that, the moment he entered 
into any relations with them, it was to try and sub- 
ject them to his will. Only instead of studying the 
phenomena, in order to grasp their laws and apply 


♦ Alfred Maury, ** La Magic ct TAstrologic dam T Antiquity ct m 
Moyen-ige.** Introduction, p. i. 
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them to his needs, he fancied he could, by means 
of peculiar practices and consecrated forms, compel 
the physical agetUs of nature to serve his wishes 
and purposes. . . . This pretension had its root in 
the notion which antic}uity had formed of the nat- 
ural phenomena. It did not sl*c in them the conse- 
quence of unchangeable and necessary laws, always 
active and alu%'iys to be calculated upon, but fancied 
them to depend on the arbitrary and varying will 
of the spirits and deities it had put in the place of 
physical agents.*’ It follows that in a religion 
which peoples the universe with spirits of which the 
greater part arc evil, magic— i.c., conjuring with 
words *and rites, incantations, spells — must take the 
place of worship, and the ministers of such a relig- 
ion are not priests, but conjurers and enchanters. 
This is exactly the state of things, revealed by the 
great collection of texts discovered by Sir II, Raw- 
linson and G. Smith. They contain forms for con- 
juring all the difTcrent kinds of demons, even to evil 
dreams and nightmares, the object of most such 
invocations being to drive them away from the 
habitations of men and back to where they properly 
belong — the depth of the desert, the inaccessible 
mountain top.% and all remote, waste and uninhab- 
ited places generally, where they can range at will, 
and find nobody to harm. 

13. Yet there are also prayers for protection and 
help addressed to beings cc 4 iceived as essentially 
good and beneficent — a step marking a great ad- 
vance in the moral feeling and religious conscious- 
ness of the people. Such beings — gods, in fact — 
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were, above all, Ana and fia, whom we saw invoked 
in the incantation of the Seven Maskim as Spirit 
of Heaven,** and “Spirit of Earth.** The latter 
especially is appealed to as an unfailing refuge to 
ill-used and terrified mortals. He is imagined as 
possessed of all knowledge and wisdom, which he 
uses only to*" befriend and protect. His usual 
residence is the deep, — (hence his name, “the 
House of Waters *’) — but he sometimes travels 
round the earth in a magnificent ship. His very 
name is a terror to the evil ones. He knows the 
words, the spells that will break their power and 
compel their obedience. To him, therefore, the 
people looked in their need with infinite trust. 
Unable to cope with the mysterious dangers and^ 
snares which, as they fancied, beset them on all 
sides, ignorant of the means of defeatieg the wicked 
beings who, they thought, pursued them with 
abominable malice and gratuitous hatred, they 
turned to fia. He would know. He must be asked, 
and he would tell. 

14. But, as though bethinking themselves that fia 
was a being too mighty and exalted to be lightly 
addressed and often disturbed, the Shumiro-Accads 
imagined a beneficent spirit, (more cor- 

rectly Mirri-Dugga), called son of 6a and DaM- 
KINA, (a name of Earth). Meridug’s only office 
is to act as mediator between his father and 
suffering mankind. It is he who bears to 6a the 
suppliant’s request, exposes his need sometimes 
in very moving words, and requests to know the 
remedy — if illness be the trouble — or the counter- 
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if the victim be held in the toils of witchcraft, 
fia tells his son, who is then supposed to reveal 
the secret to the chosen instrument of assistance — 
of course the conjuring priest, or better, soothsayer. 
As most incantations are conceived on this prin- 
ciple, they are very monotonous in foirm, though 
frequently enlivened by the supposed dialogue 
between the father and son. Here is one of the 
more entertaining specimens. It occupies an entire 
tablet, but unfortunately many lines have been 
hopelessly injured, and have to be omitted. The 
text begins: 

“The DlHeas.c of the Head issued from the Abyss, from the 
dwelling of the Ixird of the Abyss." 

Then follow the symptoms and the description 
of the sufferer* ii inability to help higiself. Then 
“ Mcridug has looked on his miser\% He has 
entered the dwelling of his father and has 

spoken unto him : 

** * My father, the Dii^^asc of the Head has issued from the Abyss.’ 

** A second time he has spoken unto him : 

* Wlmt he must ilo against it the man knows not. How shall lie 
find healing r ' 

“ hits replied to his son Meriej^ug: 

** * .My son, how <last thou not know' ? What should I teach thee? 
What I know, thou also kmm'est. Uut come hither, my son Meri- 
dttg. Take a bucket, fill it with whaler from the mouth of the rivers ; 
Inipait to this water thy exalted magic pcfwxr ; sprinkle with it the 
man, son of his gcxl.* .... wrap up his head, .... and on the 
highway |K>iir it out. May insanity lie dispcUedI that the disease of 
his head vanish like a phantom of the night. May fea's word drive 
it out ! May Damkina heal him.' ” 

13 
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15 * Another dialogue of the same sort, m which 
fia is consulted as to the means of breaking the 
power of the Maskim, ends by his revealing that 

“The white cedar is the tree which breaks the Maskim*s noxious 
might.” 

* 

In fact the white cedar was considered an infal- 
lible defence against all spells ar)d evil powers. 
Any action or ceremony described in the conjura- 
tion must of course be performed even as the words 
are spoken. Then there is a long one, perhaps 
the best preserved of all, to be recited by the suf- 
ferer, who is supposed to be under the effects of 
an evil spell, and from which it is evident fhat the 
words are to accompan}' actions performed by the 
conjurer. It is divided into parallel verses, of which 

the first runs thus : 

• » 

“ A-s this onion is being [xjcicd of its skins, thus shall it l>c of the 
s[>cll. The burning fire shall consume it ; it shall no mure be 
planted in a row, .... the ground shall not receive it« rewt, its head 
shall contain no seed and the sun shall not lake care <»t it ; — it shall not 
be offered at the feast of a god or a king, — The man who has cast 
the evil spell, his eldest son, his wife. — the .^pe],!, the lamentations, 
the transgressions, the written spells, the bias|)hen)tcs, the sins,- tiie 
evil w'hich is in my lx)dy, in my flesh, in my sores, — may they all be 
destroyed as this onion, and may the burning fire consume them this 
day ! May the evil spell go far away, and may I sec the light again I ” 

Then the destruction of a date is similarly de- 
scribed : 

It shall not return to the bough from which it has been plucked.” 

t 

The untying of a knot : 

“ Its threads shall not return to the stem which has produced tlieiii.* 

The tearing up of some w^ool : 
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“ It shall not return to the back of its sheep/* 

The tearing of some stuff, and aftei each act the 
second verse : 

** The man who has cast the spell/’ etc. 

is repeated. ^ • 

16. It is devoutly to be hoped, for the patients 
sake, that treatments like these took effect on the 
disease, for they got no other. Diseases being com 
ceived as personal demons who entered a man’s 
body of their own accord or under compulsion from 
powerful sorcerers, and illness being consequently 
considered ;is a kind of possession, clearly the only 
thing to do was to drive out the demon or break 
the spell with the aid of the beneficent Ea and his 
son. If this intervention was of no avail, nothing 
remained for The patient but to get well as he 
couki, or to die. This is why there never was a 
science of medicine in the proper sense in Chaldea, 
even as late as three or four hundred years B.C., 
and the Greek travellers who then visited Babylon 
must have been not a little shocked at the custom 
they found there of bringing desperately^ sick per- 
sons out of the houses with their beds and expos- 
ing them in the* streets, when any passer-by^ could 
approach them, inquire into the disease and suggest 
some remedy — which was sure to be tried as a last 
chance. This extraordinary experiment was of 
course not resorted to until *all knowm forms of 
conjuration had been gone through and had proved 
inefficient. 

17. The belief that certain words and impreca* 
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tions could break the power of demons or sorcerers 
must have naturally^ led to the notion that to v/ear 
such imprecations, written on some substance or ar- 
ticle, always about one’s person must be a continual 
j^dfence against them ; while on the other hand, 
words of invocation to the beneficent spirits and 
images representing them, worn in the same way, 
must draw down on the wearer those spirits* pro- 
tection and blessing. Hence the passion for talis- 
mans. They were of various kinds : strips of stuff, 
with the magic words written on them, to be fast-^ 
ened to the body, or the clothes, or articles of 
household furniture, were much used ; but small 
articles of clay or hard stone were in greator. 
favor on account of their durability. As houses 
could be possessed by evil spirits just as well as 
individuals, talismans were placed in 'different parts 
of them for protection, and this belief was so 
enduring that small clay figures of gods were found 
in Assyrian palaces under thresholds — as in the 
palace of Khorsabad, by Botta — placed there** to 
keep from it fiends and enemies.” It has been 
discov'^ered in this manner that many of the sculp- 
tures which adorned the Assyrian palaces and 
temples were of talismanic nature. Thus the 
winged bulls placed at the gateways were nothing 
but representations of an Accadian class of guardi^ 
spirits, — the Kirfibu, Hebrew Kerubim, of which we 
have made Cherub^ \^kcrubim — who were supposed 
to keep watch at entrances, even ht that of 
Arab, while some sculptures on which demonsi ill 
the shape of hideous monsters, are seen figbtillg 
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each other, are, so to speak, imprecations in stone, 
which, if translated into words, would mean : ** May 
the evil demons stay outside, m'ay they assail and 
light each other,** — as, in that case, they would 
clearly have no leisure to assail the inhabitants of 
the dwelling^ That these sculptures really were re- 
garded as talismans and expected to guard the 
inmates from harm, is abundantly shown by the 
manner in which they are mentioned in several 
inscriptions, down to a very late date. Thus Esar- 
haddon, one of the last kings of Assyria (about 
700 B.C.\ says, after describing a very sumptuous 
palace which he had built : — ** I j)laced in its gates 
bulls and colossi, who, according to their fixed 
command, against the wicked turn themselves; 
they protect the footsteps, making peace to be 
upon the path*of the king their creat\>r.*’ 

18. The cylinder seals with their inscriptions and 
engraved figures were mostly also talismans of like 
nature ; which must be the reason why so many arc 
found in graves, tied to the dead p^^rson’s wrist by a 
string — evidently as a protection aganist the fiends 
which the departed spirit was expected to meet. 
The magic power was of course conferred on all 
talismans by the words which the* conjurer spoke 
over them with Ihe necessary' ceremonies. One 
such long incantation is preserved entire. It is 
designed to impart to the talisman the power of 
keeping the demons^from all parts of the dwelling, 
which are singly enumerated, with the conse* 
quences to the demons who would dare to trespass : 
those who steal into gutters, remove bolts or 



TU^AN/AN C//AL/>JSA, 


167 


hinges, shall be broken like an earthen jug, crushed 
like clay; those who overstep the wooden frame of 
the house shall be clipped of their wings; those 
who stretch their neck in at the window, the win- 
dow shall descend and cut their throat. The most 
original in this class of superstitions was that 
which, according to Lenormant, consisted in the 
notion that al!*these demons were of so unutterably 
ugly a form and countenance, that they must fly 
away terrified if they only beheld their own like- 
ness. As an illustration of this principle he gives 
an incantation against “the wicked Namtar/' It 
begins with a highly graphic description of the 
tcrribl<! demon, who is said to “ take man captive 
like an enemy,*’ to “ burn him like a flame,” to 
‘‘double him up like a bundle,” to “ assail man, 
although having neither hand nor foot, like a 
noose.” Then follows the usual dialogue between 
£a and Meridug, (in the identical words given 
above), and £a at length reveals the prescription : 
“Come hither, my son Meridug. Take mud of the 
Ocean and knead out of it a likeness of him, (the 
Namtar.) Lay^ down the man, after thou hast 
purified him ; lay^ the image on his bare abdomen, 
impart to it my magic power and turn its face west- 
ward, that the wicked Namtar, who dwells in his 
body, may take up some other abode. Amen.” 
The idea is that the Namtar, on beholding his own 
likeness, will flee from it in dismay ! 

19. To this same class belongs a small bronze 
statuette, which is to be seen in the Louvre. Mr. 
Lenormant thus describes it: It is the image of a 
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horrible demon, standing, with the body of a dog, 
the talons of an eagle, arms ending in a lion’s paws, 
the tail of a scorpion, the head, of a skeleton, but 
with eyes, and a goat s horns, and with four large 
wings at the back, unfolded. A ring placed at the 
back of the head .served to hang the figure up. 
Along the back is an inscription in the Accadian 
language, informing us that this pretty creature is 
the Demon of the South-west Wind, and is to be 
placed at the door or window. For in Chaldea the 
South-west Wind comes from the deserts of Arabia, 
its burning breath consumes everything and pro- 
duces the same ravages as the Simoon in Africa. 
Therefore this particular talisman is most frequently 
met with. Our museums contain many other fig- 
ures of demons, used as talismans to frighten away 
the evil spirits they were supposed,, to represent. 
One has the head of a goat on a disproportionately 
long neck ; another shows a hyena’s head, with huge 
open mouth, on a bear’s body with lion’s paws.” 
On the principle that possession is best guarded 
against by the presence of beneficent spirits, the 
exorcisms — i.e., forms of conjuring designed to 
drive the evil demons out of a man or dwelling — 
are usually accompanied with a request to good 
spirits to enter the, one or the other, instead of the 
wicked ones who have been ejected. The supreme 
power which breaks that of all incantations, talish 
mans, conjuring ritesi whatever, is, it would appear^ 
supposed to reside in a great, divinp name, — ^pos« 
sibly a name of £a himself. At all events, it is 
£a’s own secret. For even in his dialogues witll? 
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Meridug, when entreated for this supreme aid in 
desperate cases, he is only supposed to impart it to 
his son to use against the obdurate demons and 
thereby crush their power, but it is not given, so 
that the demons are only threatened with it, but 
it is not actually uttered in the course of the incan- 
tations. 

20. Not entirely unassisted did •fea pursue his 
gigantic task of j)rotcction and 
healing. Along with him invo- 
cations are often addressed to 
several other spirits conceived 
as essentially good divine be- 
ings, whose beneficent influence 
is felt in many ways. Such 
was Im, the Storm-Wind, with 
its accompanying, vivifying 
showers ; such arc the purify- 
ing and wholesome Waters, the 
Rivers and Springs which feed 
the earth ; above all, such were 
the Sun and Ffre, als > the 
56.— OK OEMON. ;\iQ0ri, objects o( (loublc rc\er- 
ence and gratitude because they disj)cl the darkness 
of night, which the Shumiro-Acca<Js loathed and 
feared excessively,# as the time wlien the wicked 
demons are strongest and the power of bad men for 
weaving deadly spells is greatest. The third Book 
of the Collection of Alagic Texts is composed al- 
most entirely of hymns to these deities — as well as 
to fiaand Meridug — which betray a somewhat later 
stage in the nation’s religious development, by the 
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poetical beauty of some of the fragments, and es- 
pecially by a purer feeling of adoration and a higher 
perception of nioral goodness, which are absent 
from the oldest incantations. 

21. At noon, when the sun has reached the high- 
est point in its heavenly course, the Ci^rth lies before 
it without a shadow ; all things, good or bad, are 
manifest ; its teams, after dispelling the unfriendly 
gloom, pierce into every nook and cranny, bringing 
into light all ugly things that hide and lurk; the 
evil-doer cowers and shuns its all-revealing splendor, 
and, to perform his accursed deeds, waits the return 
of his dark accomplice, night. What wonder then 
that to the Shumiro-Accads Ul>, the Sun in all its 
midday gIor}% was a very hero of protection, the 
source of truth and justice, the “ supreme judge in 
Heaven and on earth,” who “ kno\\*s lie from truth,’’ 
wbo knows the truth that is in the soul of man. 
The hymns to Ud that have been deciphered arc 
full (T beautiful images. Take for instance the fol- 
lowing:- 


** C) Sun,* I have called unto thee in the bright heavens. In the 
!»h.4dow of the cedar art thou ; ” (i.c., it is thou who makest the cedar 
to cast its shadow, holy and auspicious as the tree it>clf. ) ‘*Thy 
feet are on the summits. . . . The countries have w'ished for thee, 
they have longed for thy coming, <> iI,ord! Thy radiant light 
illumines all countries^. . . . 'Fhou makest lies to vanish, thou 
destroyest the noxious influence of portents, omens, sjxjlls, dreams 
and evil apparitions ; thou turncst wicked plots to a happy 
issue. • . /* • 

* Ul> ** not Ixring a proper name, but the name of the sun in the 
language of Shumir and Accad, it can be rendered in translation 

** Sun/’ with a capital. 
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This is both true and finely expressed. For what 
most inveterate believer in ghosts and apparitions 
ever feared them by daylight ? and the last touch 
shows rtiuch moral sense and observation of the 
mysterious workings of a beneficent power which 
often not merely defeats evil but even turns it into 
giCM>d. There is splendid poetry in the following 
fragment describing the glory of sunrise : — 

** O Sun ! thou hast stci)ped forth from the b.ickgrf>und of heaven, 
thou hast pushed l)ack the bolts of the brilliaut heaven, — jfCa, the 
gate of heaven. <> Sim! above the land thou hast raised thy head! 
O Sun ! thou hast covered the immeasurable space of heaven and 
countries!” v 

• 

Another hymn describes how, at the Sun’s ap- 
pearance in the brilliant portals of the heavens, 
and during his progress to their highest point, 
all the great gods turn to his light, all the good 
spirits of heaven and earth gaze up to his face, 
surround him joyfully and reverently, and escort 
him in solemn procession. It needs only to put 
all these fragments into fine verse Jto make out of 
them a poem which will be held beautiful even in 
our day, when from our very childhood wc learn 
to know the difference between good and poor poe- 
try, growing up, as we do, on the best of all age» 
and all countries. • 

22. When the sun disappeared in the West, sink- 
ing rapidly, and diving, as it were, into the very 
midst of darkness, the Shumiro-Accads did fiot 
fancy him as either asleep or inactive, but on the 
contrary as still engaged in his everlasting 
Under the name of N IN-DAK, he travels througli 
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the dreary regions ruled by Mulge and, his essence 
being lights he combats the powers of darkness in 
their own home, rtll He comes out of it, a trium- 
phant hero, in the morning. Nin-dar is also the 
keeper of the hidden treasures of the earth — its 
metals and precious stones, bdbausc, according to 
Mr. Lenormant’s ingenious remark, they only 
wait, like him,* the moment of emerging out of the 
earth, to emit a bright radiancy.’* This radiancy of 
precious stones, which is like a concentration of 
light in its purest form, was probably the reason 
why they were in such general use as talismans, 
quite as much as their hardness and durability. 

23. ftut while the Sun accomplishes his nightly 
underground journey, men would be left a prey to 
mortal terrors in the upper world, deprived of light, 
their chief defence against the evil brood of dark- 
ness, were it not for his substitute, Fire, who is by 
nature also a being of light, and, as such, the friend 
of men, from whose paths and dwellings he scares 
not only wild bi^asts and foes armed with open vio- 
lence, but the far more dangerous hosts of unseen 
enemies, both demons and spells cast by wicked 
sorcerers. It is in tin's capacity of protector that 
the god GnuL (Fire) is chiefly invoked. In one 
very complete hymn he is addressed thus : — 

•*Thou who drivest awMv the evil Maskim, who furtherest the 
well-being of life, whostrikest the breast of the wicked with terror, — 
Fire, the destroyer of foes, drcail weapon which drivest away Pesti- 
lence.*’ 

This last attribute would show that the Shumiro- 
Accads had noticed the hygienic properties of fire, 
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which does indeed help to dispel miasmas on ac- 
count of the strong ventilation which a great blaze 
sets going. Thus at a comparatively late epoch, 
some 400 years B.C., a terrible plague broke out at 
Athens, the Greek city, and Hippocrates, a physi- 
cian of great^ geniuS and renown, who has been 
called “ the Father of Medicine/’ tried to diminish 
the contagion by keeping huge fires continually 
blazing at different points of the city. It is the 
same very correct idea which made men invoke Gi- 
bil as he who purifies tlie works of man. He is 
also frequently called ** the protector of the dwell- 
ing, of the family,*’ and praised for “ creating light 
in the house of darkness,** and for bringing peace to 
all creation. Over and above these claims to grati- 
tude, Gibil had a special importance in the life of a 
people given to the works of metallurgy, of which 
lire is the chief agent: It is thou,** says one 

hymn, “ who mixest tin and copper, it is thou who 
purifiest silver and gold.” Now the mi.xturc of tin 
and copper produces bronze, the fir;;t metal which 
has been used to make weapons and tools of, in 
most cases long before iron, which is much more dif- 
ficult to work, and as the quality of the metal de- 
pends on the proper mixture of the two ingredients, 
it is but natural that*thc aid of the god I'ire should 
have been specially invoked for the operation. But 
Fire is not only a great power on earth, it is also, in 
the shape of Lightniifg, one of the dreadest and 
most mysterious powers of the skies, and as such 
sometimes called son of Ana (Heaven), or, in a more 
roundabout way, “the Hero, son of the Ocean — 



TURANIAN CHALDEA, 


175 


meaning the celestial Ocean, the great reservoir of 
rains, from which the lightning seems to spring, as 
it flashes through *the heavy showers of a Southern 
thunder storm. In whatever shape he appear, and 
whatever his functions, Gibil is hailed as an invaria- 
bly beneficent and friendly being. ^ 

24. When the feeling of helplessness forced on 
man by his position in the midst of nature takes the 
form of a reverence for and dependence on beings 
whom he conceives of as essentially good, a far 
nobler religion and far higher moral tone are the 
immediate consequence. This conception of abso- 
lute goodness sprang from the observation that 
certain beings or spirits — like the Sun, Fire, the 
Thunderstorm — though possessing the power of do- 
ing both good and harm, used it almost exclusively 
for the benefit of men. This position once firmly 
established, the conclusion naturally followed, that 
if these good beings once in awhile sent down a 
catastrophe or calamity. — if the Sun scorched the 
fields or the Thunderstorm swamped them, if the 
wholesome North Wind swept away the huts and 
broke down the trees — it must be in anger, as a 
mark of displeasure — in punishment. By what 
could man provoke the displeasure of kind and ben- 
eficent beings? Clearly by not being like them, 
by doing not good, but evil. And what is evil? 
That which is contrary to the nature of the good 
spirits: doing wrong and hanfi to men ; committing 
sins and wicked actions. To avoid, therefore, pro- 
voking the anger of those good but powerful 
spirits, so terrible in its manifestations, it is neces- 
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sar}' to try to please them, and that can be done only 
by being like them, — good, or at least striving to 
be so, and, when temptation, ignorance, passion or 
weakness of will have betrayed man into a trans- 
gression, to confess it, express regret for the offence 
and an intention not to offend again, in order to 
obtain forgiveness and be spared. A righteous life, 
then, prayer and repentance are the proper means 
of securing divine favor or mercy. It is evident 
that a religion from which such lessons naturally 
spring is a great improvement on a belief in beings 
who do good or evil indiscriminately, indeed prefer 
doing evil, a belief which cannot teach a distinction 
between moral right and wrong, or a rational distri- 
bution of rewards or punishment, nor consequently 
inculcate the feeling of duty and responsibility, 
without which goodness as a matter of principle is 
impossible and a reliable state of society unattain- 
able. 

25. This higher and therefore later stage of 
moral and religious dcv^clopmcnt is v^ ly perceptible 
in the third book of the Magic Collection. With 
the appreciation of absolute goodness, conscience 
has awakened, and speaks with such insistence and 
authority that the Shumiro-Accad. in the simplic- 
ity of his mind, has Earnestly imagined it to be the 
voice of a personal and separate deity, a guardian 
spirit belonging to each man, dwelling within him 
and living his life. If is a god — sometimes even a 
divine couple, both “ god and goddess, pure spirits*' 
— ^who protects him from his birth, yet is not proof 
against the spells of sorcerers and the attacks of the 
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demons, and even can be compelled to work evil in 
the person committed to its care, and frequently 
called therefore ‘**thc son of his god/^ as we saw 
above, in the incantation against the Disease of the 
Head. The conjuration or exorcism which drives 
out the demon, of course restores Jhe guardian 
spirit to its own beneficent nature, and the patient 
not only to boclily well-being, but also to peace of 
mind. That is what is desired, wlien a prayer for 
the cure of a sick or possessed person ends w ith the 
words: ** May he be placed again in the gracious 
hands of his god ! ** When therefore a man is rep- 
re.scnted as speaking to “ his god ” and confessing 
to him ’his sin and distress, it is only a way of ex- 
pressing that silent self-communing of the soul, in 
which it reviews its own deficiencies, forms good 
resolutions and prays to be released from the intol- 
erable burden of sin. There arc some most beauti- 
ful prayers of this sort in the collection. They 
have been called *‘the Penitential Psalms,’* from 
their striking lik^eness to some of those psalms in 
which King David confesses his iniquities and 
humbles himself before the Lord. The likeness 
extends to both spirit and form, almost to words. 
If the older poet, in his spiritual groping, ad- 
dresses “ his god and goddess,” •the higher, better 
self which he feels within him and feels to be divine 
— his Conscience, instead of the One God and Lord, 
his feeling is not less earnest? his appeal not less 
pure and confiding. He confesses his transgres- 
sion, but pleads igaoranpe and sues for mercy* 
Here are some of the principal verses, of which 

14 
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each is repeated twice, once addressed to “my 
god,” and the second time to “ my goddess/* The 
title of the Psalm is: “The complaints of the re- 
pentant heart. Sixty-five verses in all.** 

26. *^My Lord, may the anger of his heart be allayed 1 May the 

fool attain undejstanding ! The god who knows the unknown, may 
he be conciliated ! The goddess who knows the unknown, may she 
be conciliated ! — I eat the food of wrath and drink the waters of 
anguish. . . . O my god, my transgressions are very great, verj' great 
my sins. ... 1 transgress, and know it not. 1 sin, and know it not. 
I feed on transgressions, and know it not. I wander on wrong 
paths, and know it not. — The Lord, in the wrath of his heart, has 
overwhelmed me with confusion. ... I lie on the ground, and none 
reaches a hand to me. I am silent and in tears, and none takes me 
by the hand. I cry out, and there is none that hears pic. f am 
exhausted, oppressed, and none releases, me. . . . My god, who 
knowest the unknown, be merciful ! . ... .My goddess, who know- 
est the unknown, Ih' merciful ! . . . . How long, O my got! ? . . . . 
How long, 0 my goddcs.s .> .... Lord, thou wilt not repulse thy 
servant. In the mid.st of the stormy waters, come to my assistance, 
take me by the hand! I commit sins — turn them into l)lcs.scdncss ! 
I commit transgressions — let the wind sw'ce[> them away! My blas- 
phemi<;s arc very many — rend them like a garment! .... God who 
knowest the unknown,* my sins arc seven limes seven, — ^furgivc my 
sins! . . . .” ^ 

27. The religious feeling once roused to this ex- 
tent, it is not to be wondered at that in some invoca- 
tions the distress or disease which had formerly 
been taken as a gjatuitous visitation, begins to be 
considered in the light of a divine punishment, even 
though the afflicted person be the king himself. 
This is very evident^from the concluding passage of 

♦ Another and more recent translator renders this line: 
who knowest I knew not.” Whichever rendering is rigliU tM 
thought is beautiful and profound. 
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a hymn to the Sun, in which it is the conjurer who 
speaks on behalf of the patient, while presenting an 
offering : — • 

“ O Sun, leave not my uplifted hands unregarded ! — Eat his food, 
refuse not his sacrifice, bring back his god to him, to l)e a support 
unto his hand ! — May his sin, at thy l>chesf, l>c forgiven him, his mis- 
deed be forgotten! — May his trouble leave him! *May he recover 
from his illness ! — ^Ijve to the king new vital strength. . . . Escort 
the king, who lies at thy feel! — Also me, the conjurer, thy respect- 
ful servant ! ” 

28. There is another hymn of the same kind, not 
less remarkable for its artistic and regular construc- 
tion than for its beauty of feeling and diction. The 
penitent speaks five double lines, and the priest 
adds two more, as though endorsing the prayer and 
supporting it with the weight of his own sacred 
character. This gives very regular strophes, of 
which, unfortunately, only two have been well pre- 
served : — 

Pemte»t . — ** I, thy jjervanf. full of sighs. I call to thee. Whoever 
ts beset with sin, his aidcnt supplication thou acceptest. If thou 
lookest on a man wiih«pity, that man livcih. Ruler of all, mistress 
of mankind ! Merciful one, to whom it i> good to turn, who dost 
receive sighs!” Priest. — “While hi^ god and his goddess are 
wroth with him he calls on thee. Thy countenance turn on him, 
take hold of his hand.” 

Penitent. Besides thee there is no deity to lead in righteousness. 
Kindly look un me, accept my sighs. Sjfcak : how long? and let 
thine heart be appeased. When, O I.ady, will thy countenance turn 
on mc.> Even like doves I moan, I feed on sighs.” Priest. — ** His 
heart is full of woe and trouble, and full of sighs. Tears he sheds 
and breaks out into lamentation.” * * 

* This hymn is given by H. Zimmern, as the text to a dissertation 

on the language and grammar. 
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29. Such is a not incomplete outline of this 
strange and primitive religion, the religion of a peo- 
ple whose existence was not suii>pectcd twenty-five 
years ago, yet which claims, with the Egyptians and 
the Chinese, the distinction of being one of the old- 
est on earth, and in all probability was older than 
both. This discovery is one of the most important 
conquests of modern science, not oniy from its being 
highly interesting in itself, but from the light it 
throws on innumerable hitherto obscure points in 
the history of the ancient world, nay, on many cu- 
rious facts which reach down to our own time. 
Thus, the numerous Turanian tribes which exist in 
a wholly or half nomadic condition in the immense 
plains of Eastern and South-eastern Russia, in the 
forests and wastes of Siberia, on the steppes and 
highlands of Central Asia, have no other religion 
now than this of the old Shumiro-Accads, in its 
earliest and most material shape. Everything to 
them is a spirit or has a spirit of its own ; they have 
no worship, no moral teaching, but only conjuring, 
sorcerers, not priests. These men are called Sha-^ 
mans and have great influence among the tribes,, 
The more advanced and cultivated Turanians, like 
the Mongols and Mandchous, accord to one great 
Spirit the supremacy over all others and call that 
Spirit which they conceive as absolutely good, mer- 
ciful and just, “ Heaven,*' just as the Shumiro-Ac- 
cads invoked “Ana” This has been and still is 
the oldest national religion of the Chinese. They 
say “ Heaven ” wherever we would say “ God,’* and^“ 
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with the same idea of loving adoration and reverent 
dread, which does not prevent them from invoking 
the spirit of every hill, river, wind or forest, and 
numbering among this host also the souls of the 
deceased. This clearly corresponds to the second 
and higher stage of the Accadian religion, and marks 
the utmost limjt which the Yellow Race have been 
able to attain in spiritual life. True, the greater 
part of the Chinese now have another religion : 
they are Buddhists; while the Turks and the great 
majority of the Tatars, Mongols and Mandchous, 
not to speak of other less important divisions, are 
Mussulmans. But both Buddhism and Mahome- 
tanism are foreign religions, which they have bor- 
rowed, adopted, not worked out for themselves. 
Here then we are also met by that fatal law of limi- 
tation, which through all ages seems to have said 
to^he men of yellow skin and high cheek-bones, 
“Thus far shalt thou go, and no further.” Thus it 
was in Chaldea. The work of civilization and spirit- 
ual development hegun by the people of Shumir and 
Accad was soon taken out of their hands and carried 
on by newcomers from the cast, those descendants 
of Noah, who “ found a plain in the land of Shinar 
and dwelt there.” 

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER III. 

Professor Louis Dyer, of Hazard University, has 
attempted a rendering into English verse of the 
famous incantation of the Seven Maskim. The 
result of the experiment is a translation most faith- 
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ful in the spirit and main features, if not always 
literal ; and which, by his kind permission, we here 
offer to our readers. 


A CHARM. 


I. 

Seven are they, they are seven ; 

In the caverns of ocean they dwell. 

They are clothed in the lightnings of heaven. 
Of their growth the deep watcis can tell; 
Seven are they, they are seven. 


II. 

Broad i.s their way and their course is wide. 
Where the seeds of destruction they sow, 
O'er the tops of the hills where they stride, 
'I’o lay waste the smooth highways l>elow,'- 
Broad is their way and their course is wide. 


in. 

Man they are not, nor womankind, 

Fiir in fury they sweep from the mam, 
And have wedded no wife but the wirnl. 
And no child h.ive Ixrgottcn but |Kiin,— 
Man they are n»‘t, nor womankind. • 

IV. 

Fear is not in them, not awe ; 

Su|)plication they heed not, nor prayer. 
For they know no compassion n«)r law. 

And are dcaflo the cries of despair, — 
Pear is not in them, nut av%e. 

V. 

Cursed they arc, tRey are cursed. 

They are foes to wise fea’.s great name : 
By the whirlwind arc all things dispersed 
On the paths of the flash of their flame, - 
Cursed they arc, they arc cursed. 
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VI. 

S|>lrit of Heaven, oh, help ! Help, oh. Spirit of Earth J 
They arc sevcf^ thrice said they are seven ; 

For the gods they arc Bearers of Thrones, 

But for men they arc Breeders of Dearth 
And the authors of sorrows and moans. 

They arc seven, thrice said the|^ are seven. 

Spirit ot Heaven, oh, help ! Help, oh, Spiri4 o£ Earth 1 



IV. 


CUSHITES AND SEMITES. -EARLY CHALDEAN HIS 

TORY. 

I. We have just seen that the hymns and prayers 
which compose the third part of the great Magic 
Collection really mark a later and higher sfage in 
the religious conceptions of the Turanian settlers of 
Chaldea, the peoi)le of Sluimir and Accad. This 
improvement was not entirely due to a process of 
natural development, but in a great measure to the 
influence of that other and nobler race, who came 
from the East. Wiien the priestly historian of 
Babylon, Berosus, calls the older population “men 
of foreign race,’’ it is because he belonged himself 
to that second race, wlu) remained in the land, intro- 
duced their own superior culture, and asserted their 
supremacy to the end of Babylon. The national 
legends have preserved the memory of this import^ 
ant event, which they represent as a direct divine 
revelation. £a, the all-wise himself, it was believed, 
had appeared to men# and taught them things hu-» 
man and divine. Berosus faithfully reports tht 
legend, but seems to have given the God’s name 
“ £a-Han ” (“ fia the Fish”) under the corrupted 
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Greek form of Cannes. This is the narrative, of 
hich we already know the first line : 

There was originally at Babylon a multitude of 
men of foreign race who had colonized ChalcHa. and 
they lived without order, like animals. But in the 
first year’* (meaning the first year of Jhe new order 
of things, the new dispensation) there appeared, 
from out of tKe Ery^threan Sea (the ancient Greek 
name for the Persian Gulf) where it borders upon 
Babylonia, an animal endowed with reason, who was 
called Cannes. The whole body' of the animal was 
that of a fish, but under the fish’s head he had 
another head, and also feet below, growing out of 
his fish's tail, similar to those of a man ; also human 
speech, and his image is preserved to this day^ 
This being used to spend the whole day' amidst 
men, without taking any' food, and he gave them 
an insight into letters, and sciences, and every' kind 
of art ; he taught them how to found cities, to con- 
struct temples, to introduce laws and to measure 
land ; he showed them how to sow seeds and gather 
in crops; in short, h<' instructed them in everything 
that softens manners and makes up civilization, so 
that from that time no one has invented anything 
new. Then, when the sun went down, this mon- 
strous Cannes used to plunge back into the sea and 
spend the night in the midst of the boundless waves, 
for he w'as amphibious.” 

2. The question. Who were* the bringers of this 
advanced civilization ? has caused much division 
among the most eminent scholars. Two solutions 
are offered. Both being based on many and serious 
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grounds and supported by illustrious names, and 
the point being far from settled yet, it is but fair to 
state them both. The two greatest of German 
assyriologists, Professors Eberhard Schrader and 
Friedrich Delitzsch, and the German school which 
acknowledges them leaders, hold that the bring- 
ers of the new and more perfect civilization were 
Semites — descendants of Shorn, i.c., * ‘people of the 
same race as the Hebrews — while the late Francois 
Lenormant and his followers contend that they 
were Cushites in the first instance, -*-i.c., belonged 
to that important family of nations which we find 
grouped, in Chapter X, of Genesis, under the name 
of Cush, himself a son of Ham — and that the Sem- 
itic immigration came second. As the latter hypoth- 
esis puts forward, among other arguments, the 
authority of the Biblical historians, and moreover 
involves the destinies of a very numerous and vast- 
ly important branch of ancient humanity, we will 
yield to it the right of precedence. 

3. The name ’* Ham ” signifies “ brown, dark (not 
“black Therefore, to speak of certain nations as 
“sons of Ham,” is to say that they belonged to 
“the Dark Race.*' Yet, originally, this great sec- 
tion of Noah’s posterity was as white of color as the 
other two. It seems to have first existed as a sepa- 
rate race in a region not very distant from the high 
table-land of Central Asia, the probable first cradle 
of mankind. That division of this great section 
which again separated and became the race of Cush, 
appears to have been drawn southwards by reasons 
which it is, of course, impossible to ascertain. It 
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is easier to guess at the route they must have taken 
along th2 Hindu Cush,* a range of mountains 
which must have been to it a barrier in the west, 
and which joins the western end of the Himalaya, 
the mightiest mountain-chain in the world. The 
break between the riindu-Cush and the HimMaya 
forms a mountain pass, just at the spot where the 
river Indus (most probably the PisuilON of Gen., 
Ch. II.) turns abruptly to the south, to water the 
rich plains of India. Through this pass, and follow- 
ing the course of the river, further Cushite detach- 
ments must have penetrated into that vast and 
attractive peninsula, even to the south of it, .where 
they found a population mostly belonging to the 
Black branch of humanity, so persistently ignored 
by the writer of Chap. X. Hundreds of years spent 
under a tropical clime and intermarriage with the 
Negro natives altered not only the color of their 
skin, but also the shape of their features. So that 
when Cushite tribes, with the restless migratory 
spirit so characteristic of ail early .ages, began to 
work their way back again to the north, then to the 
west, along the shores of the Indian Ocean and the 
Persian Gulf, they were both dark-skinned and thick- 
lipped, with a decided tendency towards the Negro 
type, lesser or greater according to the degree of 
mixture with the inferior race. That this type W'as 
foreign to them is proved by the facility with which 
their features resumed*thc nobler cast of the white 
races wherever they stayed long enough among 
these, as was the case in Chaldea, in Arabia, in the 

♦ Names are often deceptive. That of the Uindu-Cush is now 
thought to mean ** Killers of Hindus,*' probably in allusion to robber 
tribes of the mountains, and to have nothing to do with the Cushite 



CUSHITES AND SEMITES, 

countries of Canaan, whither many of these tribes 
wandered at various times. 

4. Some CushiK; detachments, who reached the 
straits of Bab-el-Mandcb, crossed over into Africa, 
and settling there amidst the barbarous native negro 
tribes, formed a nation which became known to 
its northern neighbors, the Egyptians, to the 
Hebrews, and •throughout the ancient East under 
its own proper name of Cusil, and whose out- 
ward characteristics came, in the course of time, 
so near to the pure Negro type as to be scarcely 
recognizable from it. This is the same nation 
which, to us moderns, is better known under 
the nafne of Ethiopians, given to it by the Greeks, 
as well as to the eastern division of the same race. 
The Egj'ptians themselves were another branch of 
the same great section of humanity, represented in 
tj^e genealogy of Chap. X. by the name of Mizraim, 
second son of Ham. These must have come from 
the east along the Persian Gulf, then across North- 
ern Arabia and the Isthmus of Suez. In the color 
and features of the Egyptians the mixture with 
black races is also noticeable, but not enough to 
destroy the beauty and expressiveness of the orig- 
inal type, at all events far less than in their south- 
ern neighbors, the Ethiopians, with whom, more- 
over, they were througlumt on the worst of terms, 
whom they loathed and invariably designated under 
the name of “ vile Cush.'* ^ 

5, A third and very important branch of the Ha- 
mite family, the Canaanites, after reaching the 
Persian Gulf, and probably sojourning there some 



THE STORY OF CHALDEA. 


time, spread, not to the south, but to the west, 
across the plains of Syria, across the mountain 
chain of Lebanon and to the very edge of the 
Mediterranean Sea, occupying all the land which 
later became Palestine, also to the north-west, as 
far as the mountain* chain of Taurus. This group 
was very numerous, and broken up into a great 
many peoples, as we can judge from* the list of na- 
tions given in Chap. X. (v. 15-18) as “sons of Ca- 
naan,'* In its migrations over this comparatively 
northern region. Canaan found and displaced not 
black natives, but Turanian nomadic tribes, who 
roamed at large over grassy wildernesses and sandy 
wastes and are possibly to be accounted as the rep- 
resentatives of that portion of the race which the 
biblical historian embodies in the pastoral names of 
Jabal and Jubal — (Gen. iv., 20 22) — “The father of 
such as dwell in tents and have cattle,** and “ the 
father of all such as handle the harp and pipe.*’ In 
which case the Turanian settlers and builders of cit- 
ies would answer to Tubalcain, the smith and arti- 
ficer. The Canaanites, therefore, arc those among 
the Hamites who, in point of color and features, 
have least differed from their kindred white races, 
though still sufficiently bronzed to be entitled to 
the name of “ sons of Ham,*’ i.e., “ belonging to the 
dark-skinned race.” 

6. Migrating races do not traverse continents with 
the same rapidity as^ marching armies. The prog- 
ress is slow, the stations are many. Every station 
becomes a settlement, sometimes the beginning of 
a new nation — so many landmarks along the way* 
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And the distance between the starting-point and 
the furthest point reached by the race is measured 
not only by thcfUsands of miles, but also by hun- 
dreds and hundreds of years ; only the space can be 
actually measured, while the time can be computed 
merely by conjecture. The refute from the south of 
India, along the shore of Malabar, the Persian Gulf, 
across the Arabian deserts, then down along the 
Red Sea and across the straits into Africa, is of such 
tremendous length that the settlements which the 
Cushite race left scattered along it must have been 
more than usually numerous. According to the 
upholders of a Cushite colonization of Chaldea, one 
important detachment appears to have taken pos- 
session of the small islands along the eastern shore of 
the Persian Gulf and to have stayed there for several 
centuries, probably choosing these island homes on 
account of their seclusion and safety from invasion. 
There, unmolested and undisturbed, they^ could 
develop a certain spirit of al)>tract speculation to 
which their natural bent inclined them. They were 
great star-gazers and calculate »rs — two tastes which 
go well together, for Astronomy cannot exist with- 
out Mathematics. But star-gazing is also favorable 
to dreaming, and the Cushite islanders had time for 
dreams. Thoughts of heavenly things occupied 
them much; they worked out a religion beautiful 
in many ways and full of deep sense; their priests 
dwelt in communities or colieges, probably one on 
every island, and spent their time not only in scien- 
tific study and religious contemplation, but also in 
the more practical art of government, for there do 
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not appear as yet to have been any kings among 
them, 

7. But there came a time when the small is- 
lands were overcrowded with the increased popu- 
lation, and detachments began to cross the water 
and land at the furthest point of the Gulf, in the 
land of the great rivers. Here they found a people 
not unpractised in several primitive ‘arts, and pos- 
sessed of some important fundamental inventions— 
writing, irrigation by means of canals — but deplora- 
bly deficient in spiritual development, and positively 
barbarous in the presence of an altogether higher 
culture. The Cushites rapidly spread through the 
land of Shumir and Accad, and taught the people 
with whom, they afterwards, as usual, intermarried, 
until both formed but one nation — with this differ- 
ence, that towards the north of Chaldea the Cushite 
element became predominant, while in the south 
numbers remained on the side of the Turanians. 
Whether this result was attained altogether peace- 
fully or was preceded by a period of resistance and 
fighting, we have no means of ascertaining. If 
there was such a period, it cannot have lasted long» 
for intellect was on the side of the newcomers, and 
that is a power which soon wins the day. At all 
events the final fusion must have been complete 
and friendly, since the old national legend reported 
by Berosus cleverly combines the two elements, by 
attributing the part of* teacher and revealer to the 
Shumiro-Accad's own favorite divine being fia, 
while it is not impossible that it alludes to the com- 
ing of the Cushites in making the amphibious 
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Oannes rise out of the Persian Gulf, where it bor- 
ders on Chaldea/* The legend goes on to say that 
Oannes set down his revelations in books which he 
consigned into the keeping of men, and that several 
more divine animals of the same kind continued to 
appear at long intervals. Who knows but the latter 
strange detail may have been meant to allude fan- 
tastically to tlfcf arrival of successive Cushite colo- 
nies? In the long run of time, of course all such 
meaning would be forgotten and the legend remain 
as a miraculous and inexplicable incident. 

8. It would be vain to attempt to fix any dates 
for events which took place in such remote antiquity, 
in the cibsence of any evidence or document that 
might be grasped. Yet, by close study of facts, by 
laborious and ingenious comparing of later texts, of 
every scrap of evidence furnished by monuments, of 
information contained in the fragments of Berosus 
and of other writers, mostly Greek, it has been pos- 
sible, wdth due caution, to arrive at some approxi- 
mative dates, which, after all, arc all that is needed 
to classify things m an order intelligible and correct 
in the main. Even should further discoveries and 
researches arrive at more exact results, the gain wdll 
be comparatively small. At such a distance, differ- 
ences of a couple of centuries do not matter much. 
When we look down a long line of houses or trees, 
the more distant ones appear to run together, and 
we do not always see where it ends — yet we can 
perfectly well pursue its direction. The same with 
the so-called double stars in astronomy: they are 
stars which, though really separated by thousands 

iS 



1Q4 


THB STOkY OP CHALDEA. 


of miles, appear as one on account of the immense 
distance between them and our eye, and only the 
strongest telescope lenses show them to be separate 
bodies, though still close together. Yet this is suffi- 
cient to assign them their place so correctly on the 
map of the heaverls, that they do not disturb the 
calculations" in which they are included. The same 
kind of perspectiv'e applies to the lti?itory of remote 
antiquity. As the gloom which has covered it so 
long slowly rolls back before the light of scientific 
research, we begin to discern outlines and landmarks, 
at first so dim and wavering as rather to mislead 
than to instruct ; but soon the searcher's eye. sharp- 
ened by practice, fixes them sufficiently *lo bring 
them into connection with the later and more fully 
illumined portions of the eternally unrolling pict- 
ure. Chance, to which all discoverers are so much 
indebted, frequently supplies such a landmark, and 
now and then one so firm and distinct as to become 
a trustworthy centre for a whole grouj). 

9. The annals of the Assyrian king Asshurbani- 
pal (the founder of the great Llbrarj' at Nineveh) 
have established beyond a doubt the first positive 
date that has been secured for the History of Chal- 
dea. That king was for a long time at war with the 
neighboring kingdom of El.vm, ami ended by con- 
quering and destroying its capital, SlirSHAN (Susa), 
after cariyn'ng away all the riches from the royal 
palace and all the^ statues from the great temple. 
This happened in the year 645 B.c. In the iti- 
scriptions in which he records this event, the king 
informs us that in that temple he found a statue ol 
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the Chaldean goddess Nana, which had been car- 
ried away from her own temple in the city of Ur- 
UKH (Erech, now JVarka) by a king of Elam of the 
name of Khudur-Nankhundi, who invaded tht 
land of Accad 1635 years before, and that he, As- 
shurbanipal, by the goddess’s •own express com- 
mand, took her from where she had d'frelt in Elam, 
“ a place not appointed her,” and reinstated her in 
her own sanctuary “ which she had delighted in." 
1635 added to 645 make 2280, a date not to be dis- 
puted. Now if a successful Elamite invasion in 
2280 found in Chaldea famous sanctuaries to dese- 
crate, the religion to which these sanctuaries be- 
longed,* that of the Cushite, or Semitic colonists, 
must have been established in the country already 
for several, if not many, centuries. Indeed, quite 
recent discoveries show that it had been so consid- 
erably over a thousand years, so that we cannot 
possibly accept a date later than 4000 B.C. for the 
foreign immigration. The Shumiro-Accadian cul- 
ture was too firmly rooted then and too completely 
worked out — as far as it went — to allow less than 
about icxx) years for its establishment. This takes 
us as far back as 5000 B.C. — a pretty respectable fig- 
ure, especially when we think of the vista of time 
which opens behind it, and for which calculation 
fairly fails us. For if the Turanian settlers brought 
the rudiments of that culture from the highlands of 
Elam, how long had they sojourned there before 
they descended into the plains r And how long had 
it taken them to reach that station on their way 
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from the race’s mountain home in the far North- 
east, in the Altai valleys? 

10. However that may be, 50CX5 B.c. is a moderate 
and probable date. But ancient nations were not 
content with such, when they tried to locate and 
classify their own beginnings. These being neces- 
sarily obscure and only vaguely shadowed out in 
traditions which gained in fancifulacss and lost in 
probability with every succeeding generation that 
received them and handed them down to the next, 
they loved to magnify them by enshrouding them 
in the mystery of innumerable ages. The more ap- 
palling the figures, the greater the glory. Thus we 
gather from some fragments of Berosus that, ac- 
cording to the national Chaldean tradition, there 
was an interval of over 259,000 years between the 
first appearance of Cannes and the first king. Then 
come ten successive kings, each of whom reigns a 
no less extravagant number of years (one 36,000, 
another 43,000, even 64,000; 10,800 being the most 
modest figure), till the aggregate of all these differ- 
ent periods makes up the pretty sum total of 691,- 
200 years, supposed to have elapsed from the first 
appearance of Cannes to the Deluge. It is so im- 
possible to imagine so prodigious a number of years 
or couple with it anything at all real, that we might 
just as well substitute for such a figure the simpler 
very, very long ago,” or still better, the approved 
fairy tale beginning, There was once upon a 
time. . . It conveys quite as definite a notion, 
and would, in such a case, be the more appropriate,^ 
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that all a nation’s most marvellous traditions, most 
fabulous legends, ye naturally placed in those stu* 
pcndously remote ages which no record could reach, 
no experience control. Although these traditions 
and legends generally had a ceirtain body of actual 
truth and dimly remembered fact in them, which 
might still be apparent to the learned and the cul- 
tivated few, the ignorant masses of the people swal- 
lowed the thing whole, as real histor>% and found 
things acknowledged as impossible easy to believe, 
for the simple reason that “ it was so very long 
ago!” A Chaldean of Alexander's time certainly 
did not. expect to meet a divine Man-Fish in his 
walks along the sca-shore, but — there was no know- 
ing what might or might not have happened seven 
hundred thousand years ago! In the legend of the 
six successive apparitions under the first ten long- 
lived kings, he would not have descried the simple 
sense so lucidly set forth by Mr. Maspero, one of 
the most distinguished of French Orientalists: — 
** The times preceding the Deluge represented an 
experimental period, during which mankind, being 
as yet barbarous, had need of divine assistance to 
overcome the difficulties with which it was sur- 
rounded. Those times were filled up with six man- 
ifestations of the deity, doubtless answering to the 
number of sacred books in which the priests saw 
the most complete expression^ of revealed law.”* 
This presents another and more probable explana- 
tion of the legend than the one suggested above, 
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(end of § 7) ; but there is no more actual proof of 
the one than of the other being the correct one. 

II. If Chaldea was in after times a battle-ground 
of nations, it was in the beginning a very nursery 
and hive of peoples. The various races in their 
migrations must necessarily have been attracted 
and arrested by the exceeding fertility of its soil, 
which it is said, in the times of its highest pros- 
perity and under proper conditions of irrigation, 
yielded two hundredfold return for the grain it re- 
ceived. Settlement must have followed settlement 
in rapid succession. But the nomadic element was 
for a long time still very prevalent, and sido by side 
with the builders of cities and tillers of fields, shep- 
herd tribes roamed peacefully over the face of the 
land, tolerated and unmolested by the permanent 
population, with which they mixed but warily, 
occasionally settling down temporarily, and shifting 
their settlements as safety or advantage required it, 
— or wandering off altogether from that common 
halting-place, to the north, and •west, and south- 
west. This makes it very' plain why Chaldea is 
given as the land where the tongues became con- 
fused and the second separation of races took 
place. 

12. Of those principally nomadic tribes the great- 
est part did not belong, like the Cushites or Canaan- 
ites, to the descendiyits of Ham, “the Dark,’' but to 
those of Shem, whose name, signifying ‘‘Glory, Re- 
nown,” stamps him as the eponymous ancestor of 
that race which has always firmly believed itself to 
be the chosen one of God. They were Seinitcs* 
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When they arrived on the plains of Chaldea, they 
were inferior in civilization to the people among 
whom they camc^o dwell. They knew nothing of 
city arts and had all to learn. They did learn, for 
superior culture always asserts its power, — even to 
the language of the Cushite* settlers, which the 
latter were rapidly substituting for the rude and 
poor Turanian* idiom of Shumir and Accad. This 
language, or rather various dialects of it, were com- 
mon to most Hamitic and Semitic tribes, among 
whom that from which the Hebrews sprang brought 
it to its greatest perfection. The others worked it 
into different kindred dialects — the Assvrian, the 
Aramaic or Syrian, the Arabic — according to their 
several peculiarities. The Pheenicians of the sea- 
shore, and all the Canaanite nations, also spoke 
languages belonging to the same family, and there- 
fore classed among the so-called Semitic tongues. 
Thus it has come to pass that philology, — or the 
Science of Languages, — adopted a wrong name for 
that entire group, calling the languages belonging 
to it, “ Semitic,” while, in reality, they are originally 
** Hamitic.” The reason is that the Hamitic ori- 
gin of those important languages which have been 
called Semitic these hundred years had not been 
discovered until verj* lately, and to change the name 
now would produce considerable confusion. 

13. Most of the Semitic tribes who dwelt in 
Chaldea adopted not only tiic Cushite language, 
but the Cushite culture and religion. Asshur 
carried all three northward, where the Assyrian 
kingdom arose out of a few Babydonian colonies, 
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and Aram westward to the land which was after- 
wards called Southern Syria, and where the great 
city of Damascus long flourished and still exists. 
But there was one tribe of higher spiritual gifts 
than the others. It was not numerous, for through 
many generations if consisted of only one great 
family governed by its own eldest chief or patri- 
arch. It is true that such a family, Vvith the patri- 
arch’s own children and children’s children, its 
wealth of horses, camels, flocks of sheep, its host of 
servants and slaves, male and female, represented 
quite a respectable force ; Abraham could muster 
three hundred eighteen armed and trained servants 
who had been born in his own household. This 
particular tribe seems to have wandered for some 
time on the outskirts of Chaldea and in the land 
itself, as indicated by the name given to its ep- 
onym in Chap. X. : Arpiiaxad (more correctly 
ArphaKSHAD), corrupted from AREPH-KaSDIm, 
which means, “ bordering on the Chaldeans,” or per- 
haps “ boundaries ” — in the sense of land ” — of the 
Chaldeans. Generation after generation pushed fur- 
ther westward, traversed the land of Shinar, crossed 
the Euphrates and reached the city of Ur, in or near 
which the tribe dwelt many years. 

14. Ur was then the greatest city of Southern 
Chaldea The earliest known kings of Shumir re- 
sided in it, and besides that, it was the principal 
commercial mart of the country. For, strange as it 
may appear when we look on a modern map, Ur, 
the mins of which are now 150 miles from the sea, 
was then a maritime city, with harbor and ship 
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docks* The waters of the Gulf reached much fur- 
ther inland than they do now. . There Was then a 
distance of many^ miles between the mouths of the 
Tigris and Euphrates, and Ur lay very near the 
mouth of the latter river. Like all commercial and 
maritime cities, it was the resort not pnly of all the 
different races which dwelt in the land itself, but 
also of foreign traders. The active intellectual life 
of a capital, too, which was at the same time a 
great religious centre and the seat of a powerful 
priesthood, must of necessity have favored inter- 
change of ideas, and hav^e exerted an influence on 
that Semitic tribe of whom the Bible tells us that 
it “went forth from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into 
the land of Canaan,*’ led by the patriarch Terah and 
his son Abraham (Genesis xi. 31). The historian of 
Genesis here, as throughout the narrative, does not 
mention any date whatever for the event he relates ; 
nor does he hint at the cause of this removal. On 
the first of these points the study of Chaldean cune- 
iform monuments throws considerable light, while 
the latter does not admit of more than guesses — 
of which something hereafter. 

15. Such is a broad and cursor)' outline of the 
theor)'^ according to which Cushite immigrations 
preceded the arrival of the Semites in the land of 
Shumir and Accad. Those who uphold it give 
several reasons for their opinion, such as that the 
Bible several times mentions^ Cush located in the 
East and evidently different from the Cush which 
has been identified as Ethiopia ; that, in Chap. X. 
of Genesis (8-12), Nimrod, the legendary hero, 



202 


THE STOEY OF C^AIDEA. 


whose empire at first was in “ the land of Shinar,*’ 
and who is said to have ‘‘gone forth out of that 
land into Assyria/* is called a s6n of Cush ; that 
the most ancient Greek poets knew of “ Ethio- 
pians ** in the far East as opposed to those of the 
South — and several* more. Those scholars who 
oppose this theory dismiss it wholesale. They will 
not admit the existence of a Cushite element or 
migration in the East at all, and put down the 
expressions in the Bible as simple mistakes, either 
of the writers or copyists. According to them, 
there was only one immigration in the land of 
Shumir and Accad, that of the Semites, achieved 
through many ages and in numerous instalments. 
The language which superseded the ancient Shu- 
miro-Accadian idiom is to them a Semitic one in 
the directest and most exclusive sense; the culture 
grafted on that of the earlier population is by them 
called purely “ Semitic ; ’* while their opponents fre- 
quently use the compound designation of “ Cushito- 
Semitic,** to indicate the two distinct elements of 
which, to them, it appears composed. It must be 
owned that the anti-Cushitc opinion is gaining 
ground. Yet the Cushite theory'^ cannot be con- 
sidered as disposed of, only “ not proven,** — or not 
sufficiently so, and therefore in abeyance and fallen 
into some disfavor. With this proviso we shall 
adopt the word “ Semitic,’* as the simpler and more 
generally used. * 

i6. It is only with the rise of Semitic culture 
in Southern Mesopotamia that we enter on a 
period which, however remote, misty, and full ol 
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blanks, may still be called, in a measure, histor 
ical,** because there is a certain number of facts 
of which contemporary monuments give positive 
evidence. True, the connection between those 
facts is often not apparent ; tl\cir causes and effects 
are frequently not to be made out^save by more 
or less daring conjectures ; still there are numerous 
landmarks of proven fact, and with these real his- 
tory begins. No matter if broad gaps have to 
be left open or temporarily filled with guesses. 
New discoveries are almost daily turning up, in- 
scriptions, texts, which unexpectedly here supply^ 
a missing link, there confirm or demolish a con- 
jecture, establish or correct dates which had long 
been puzzles or suggested on insuflficient founda- 
tions. In short, details may be supplied as yet 
brokenly and sparingly% but the general outline 
of the condition of Chaldea may^ be made out as 
far back as forty centuries before Christ. 

17. Of one thing there can be no doubt: that 
our earliest glimpse of the political condition of 
Chaldea shows us the country’^ divided into nu- 
merous small states, each headed by a great city, 
made famous and powerful by' the sanctuary or 
temple of some particular dcity% and ruled by a 
patesi, a title which is now thought to mean priest- 
kingy i.e., priest and king in one. There can be 
little doubt that the beginning of the city was 
everywhere the temple, with*its college of minister- 
ing priests, and that the surrounding settlement 
was gradually formed by pilgrims and worshippers. 
That royalty developed out of the priesthood is 
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also more than probable, and consequently must 
have been, in its first stage, a form of priestly rule, 
and, in a great measure, subordinate to priestly 
influence. There comes a time when for the title 
of patesi is substituted that of ** king '' simply — a 
change which^very possibly indicates the assump- 
tion by the kings of a more independent attitude 
towards the class from which their power originally 
sprang. It is noticeable that the distinction be- 
tween the Semitic newcomers and the indigenous 
Shumiro-Accadians continues long to be traceable 
in the names of the royal temple-builders, even 
after the new Semitic idiom, which we call the 
Assyrian, had entirely ousted the old language — a 
process which must have taken considerable time, 
for it appears, and indeed stands to reason, that the 
newcomers, in order to secure the wished for in- 
fluence and propagate their own culture, at first not 
only learned to understand but actually used them- 
selves the language of the people among whom 
they came, at least in their public documents. 
This it is that explains the fact that so many in- 
scriptions and tablets, while written in the dialect 
of Shumir or Accad, arc Semitic in spirit and in 
the grade of culture they betray. Furthermore, 
even superficial observation shows that the old 
language and the old names survive longest in 
Shumir, — the South. From this fact it is tq be 
inferred with little thance of mistake that the 
North, — the land of Accad, — was earlier Semitized, 
that the Semitic immigrants established their first 
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headquarters in that part of the country, that their 
power and influence thence spread to the South. 

l8. Fully in acjcordance with these indications, 
the first grand historical figure that meets us at the 
threshold of Chaldean history, dim with the mists 
of ages and fabulous traditioifs, yet unmistakably 
real, is that of the Semite SnARRUKirt, king of Ac- 
cad — or AGA»fe, as the great Northern city came to 
be called — more generally known in history under 
the corrupt modem reading of SAR(iON, and called 
Sargon I., “the First/’ to distinguish him from 
another monarch of the same name who was found 
to have reigned many centuries later. As to the 
city of* Agade, it is no other than the city of Accad 
mentioned in Genesis x., lo. It was situated close to 
the Euphrates on a wide canal just opposite Sip- 
par, so that in time the two cities came to be con- 
sidered as one double city, and the Hebrews always 
called it “the two Sippars” — Sepharv aim, which 
is often spoken of in the Bible. It was there that 
Sharrukin established his rule, and a statue was 
afterwards raised to him there, the inscription on 
which, making him speak, as usual, in the first per- 
son, begins with the proud declaration : “ Sharrukin, 
the mighty king, the king of Agade, am I.” Yet, 
although his reforms and conquests were of lasting 
importance, and himself remained one of the favorite 
heroes of Chaldean tradition, he appears to have been 
an adventurer and usurper. Perhaps he was, for this 
very reason, all the dearer to the popular fancy, 
which, in the absence of positive facts concerning 
his birth and origin, wove around them a halo of 



2o6 the story of ^haldea, 

romance, and told of him a story which must be 
nearly as old as mankind, for it has been told over 
and over again, in different couatries and ages, of 
a great many famous kings and heroes. This of 
Sharrukin is the oldest known version of it, and the 
inscription on his st&tue puts it into the king’s own 
mouth. It Aiakes him say that he knew not his 
father, and that his mother, a princess, gave him 
birth in a hiding-place, (or “ an inaccessible place 
near the Euphrates, but that his family were the 
rulers of the land. “ She placed me in a basket of 
rushes,” the king is further made to say; with 
bitumen the door of my ark she closed. She 
launched me on the river, which drowned me not. 
The river bore me along; to Akki, the water-carrier, 
it brought me. Akki, the water-carrier, in the ten- 
derness of his heart lifted me up. Akki, the water- 
carrier, as his own child brought me up. Akki, the 
water-carrier, made me his gardener. And in my 

gardenership the goddess Ishtar loved me ’* 

19. Whatever his origin and however he came 
by the royal power, Sargon was a* great monarch. 
It is said that he undertook successful expeditions 
into Syria, and a campaign into Elam ; that with 
captives of the conquered races he partly peopled 
his new capital, Agade, where he built a palace and 
a magnificent temple ; that on one occasion he was 
absent three years, during which time he advanced 
to the very shores 0/ the Mediterranean, which he 
calls the sea of the setting sun,” and where he left 
memorial records of his deeds, and returned home 
in triumph, bringing with him immense spoils. The 
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inscription contains only the following very moder- 
ate mention of his military career: “ For forty-five 
years the kingdpm I have ruled. And the black- 
head race (Accadian) I have governed. In multi- 



tudes of bronze chariots 1 rode over rugged lands. 
I governed the uppei^ countries. Three times to 
the coast of the (Persian) sea T advanced. . . 

20. This Sharrukin must not be confounded with 


* Translation of Professor A. II. Sayce. 
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another king of the same name, who reigned also 
in Agadd, some i8cx> years later (about 2000 
and in whose time was completed and brought 
into definite shape a vast religious reform which 
had been slowly working itself out ever since 
the Semitic and Accadian elements began to 
mix in mattels of spiritual speculation and wor* 
ship. What was the result of the “alnalgamation 
will form the subject of the next chapter. Suffice 
it here to say that the religion of Chaldea in 
the form which it assumed under the second 
Sharrukin remained fixed forever, and when Baby- 
lonian religion is spoken of, it is that which is 
understood by that name. The great theolbglcal 
work demanded a literar)* undertaking no less 
great. The incantations and magic forms of the 
first, purely Turanian, period had to be col- 
lected and put in order, as well as the hymns 
and prayers of the second period, composed under 
the influence of a higher and more spiritual re- 
ligious feeling. But all this literature was in the 
language of the older population, \Vhile the ruling 
class — the royal houses and the priesthood — were 
becoming almost exclusively Semitic. It was nec- 
essary, therefore, that they should study the old 
language and learn it so thoroughly as not only 
to understand and read it, but to be able to use it, 
in speaking and writing. For that purpose Sargon 
not only ordered the ^ncient texts, when collected 
and sorted, to be copied on clay tablets with the 
translation — either between the lines, or on opposite 
columns — into the now generally used modem Sem- 
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itic language,* which we may as well begin to call by 
its usual name, Assyrian, but gave directions for 
the compilation of grammars and vocabularies, — the 
very works which have enabled the scholars of the 
present day to arrive at the understanding of that 
prodigiously ancient tongue wliich, v^ithout such 

assistance, must have remained a scaled book for- 

• • 

ever. 

21. Such is the origin of the great collection in 
three books and two hundred tablets, the contents 
of which made the subject of the preceding chapter. 
To this must be added another great work, in sev- 
enty tablets, in Assyrian, on astrolog>', i.e., the sup- 
posed influence of the heavenly bodies, according 
to their positions and conjunctions, on the fate of 
nations and individuals and on the course of things 
on earth generally — an influence which was firmly 
believed in ; and probably yet a third work, on 
omens, prodigies and divination. To carry out these 
extensive literary labors, to treasure the results 
worthily and safely, Sargon II. either founded or 
greatly enlarged the library of the priestly college 
at Urukh (Erech), so that this city came to be 
called **the City of Books.’* This repository be- 
came the most important one in all Chaldea, and 
when, fourteen centuries later, the Assyrian Asshur- 
bantpa! sent his scribes all over the country, to col- 
lect copies of the ancient, sacred and scientific texts 
for his own royal library at Nineveh, it was at Erech 
that they gathered their most abundant harvest, 
being specially favored there by the priests, who 
were on excellent terms with the king after he had 

i6 
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brought back from Shushan and restored to them 
the statue of their goddess Nana. Agadfi thus 
became the headquarters, as h were, of the Se- 
mitic influence and reform, which spread thence 
towards the South, forming a countercurrent to 
the culture of Shumir, which had steadily pro- 
gressed from the Gulf northward. 

22. It is just possible that Sargon’s collection 
may have also comprised literature of a lighter 
nature than those ponderous works on magic 
and astrolog>'. At least, a work on agriculture 
has been found, which is thought to have been 
compiled for the same king’s librar>%* and which 
contains bits of popular poetry (maxims, riddles, 
short peasant songs) of the kind that is now 
called folk-lore.” Of the correctness of the sup-* 
position there is, as yet, no absolute proof, but 
as some of these fragments, of which unfortunately 
but few could be recovered, arc verj" interesting 
and pretty in their way, this is perhaps the best 
place to insert them. The following four may be 
called “Maxims,” and the first is singularly pithy 
and powerfully expressed. 

1 . Like an oven that is old 

Against thy foes be hard and strong. 

2 . May he suffer vengeance. 

May it be returned to him. 

Who gives the provocation. 

3 . If evil tlftu docst. 

To the everlasting sea 
Thou shalt surely go. 


• A. H. Saycc. 
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4* Thou wcntcst, thou spoiledst 
The land of the foe, 

For thef#c came and spoiled 
Thy land, even thine. 

23. It will be noticed that No. 3 alone expresses 
moral feeling of a high standard* and is distinctively 
Semitic in spirit, the .same spirit which is expressed 
in a loftier anJ purely religious vein, and a more po- 
etical form in one of the “Penitential Psalms,” 
where it says : 

Whoso fears not his gwl — will be cut off even like a reed. 

Whoso honors not the goddess — his lM>dily strength shall waste away ; 
Like a star of heaven, his light shall wane ; like waters of the night 
he sh&ll disap}>ear. 

Some fragments can be well imagined as being 
sung by the peasant at work to his ploughing team, 
in whose person he sometimes speaks : 

5, A heifer am 1 , — to the cow I am yoked ; 

The plough handle is strong — lift ii ii]> ! lift it up! 

6. My knees are marching — roy feet arc not resting; 

With no wcaltii of thy own — grain thou makest for me.* 

24, A great deal of additional interest in the 
elder Sargon of Agade has lately been excited by an 
extraordinary discover)^ connected with him, which 
produced a startling revolution in the hitherto 
accepted Chaldean chronology. This question of 
dates is always a most intricate and puzzling one in 
dealing with ancient Oriental nations, because they 
did not date their years from some particular event, 

•Translated by A. IL Sayce, in his paper “Babylonian Folk- 
lore’’ in the “ Folk-lore Journal,” VoU I., Jan., 1883. 
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as we do, and as did the Mohammedans, the Greeks 
and the Romans. In the inscriptions things are said 
to have happened in the year ko-and-so of such a 
king’s reign. Where to place that king is the next 
question — unanswerable, unless, as fortunately is 
mostly the ,case, some clue is supplied, to borrow 
a legal term, by circumstantial evidence. Thus, if 
an eclipse is mentioned, the time can easily be de- 
termined by the help of astronomy, which can cal- 
culate backward as well as forward. Or else, an 
event or a person belonging to another country is 
alluded to, and if they are known to us from other 
sources, that is a great help. Such a coincidence 
(which is called a SVNCHROXISM) is most valuable, 
and dates established by synchronisms arc generally 
reliable. Then, luckily for us, Assyrian and Baby- 
lonian kings of a late period, whose dates arc fixed 
and proved beyond a doubt, were much in the habit, 
in their historical inscriptions, of mentioning events 
that had taken place before their time and specify- 
ing the number of years elapsed, pften also the king 
under whose reign the event, whatever it was, had 
taken place. This is the most precious clue of all, 
as it is infallible, and besides ascertaining one 
point, gives a firm foothold, whereby to arrive at 
many others. The famous memorandum of As- 
shurbanipal, already so often referred to, about the 
carrying away of the goddess Nana, (i.c., her statue) 
from her temple at Erech is evidence of this kisidl 
Any dates suggested without any of these clues 
basis are of necessity untrustworthy, and no ttii^ 
scholar dreams of offering any such date, except i 
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temporary suggestion, awaiting confirmation or abo- 
lition from subsequent researches. So it was with 
Sargon I. of Agadc. There was no positive indica- 
tion of the time at which he lived, except that he 
could not possibly have lived letter than 2000 B.c. 
Scholars therefore agreed to assign that^date tohim, 
approximatively — a little more or less — thinking 
they could not go very far wrong in so doing. Great 
therefore was the commotion produced by the dis- 
covery of a cylinder of Nabonidus, the last king of 
Babylon (whose date is 550 B.c.), wherein he speaks 
of repairs he made in the great Sun-temple at Sip- 
par, and declares having dug deep in its foundations 
for the cylinders of the founder, thus describing his 
success: ** Shamash (the Sun-god), the great lord 
. , . suffered me to behold the foundation-cylin- 
der of NaraM-Sin, the son of Sharrukin, which for 
thrice thousand and twice hundred years none of 
the kings that lived before me had seen.” The 
simple addition 3200 + 550 gives 3750 B.C. as the 
date of Naram-Sjn, and 3800 as that of his father 
Sargon, allowing for the latter's long reign ! A 
scene-shifting of 1800 years at one slide seemed 
something so startling that there was much hesita- 
tion in accepting the evidence, unanswerable as it 
seemed, and the possibility of an error of the en- 
graver was seriously considered. Some other docu- 
ments, however, were found independently of each 
other and in different place#, corroborating the 
statement on Nabonidus’ cylinder, and the tremen* 
doiisly ancient date of 3800 B.c. is now generally ac- 
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cepted the elder Sargon of Agadd — perhaps the re- 
motest authentic date yet arrived at in history. 

25. When we survey and attAnpt to grasp and 
classify the materials we have for an early “ His- 
tory of Chaldea/ *^t appears almost presumptuous 
to grace so pecessarily lame an attempt with so 
ambitious a name. The landmarks are so few and 
far between, so unconnected as yet, and there is so 
much uncertainty about them, especially about plac- 
ing them. The experience with Sargon of Agadd 
has not been encouraging to conjectural chronol- 
ogy ; yet with such we must in many cases be 
content until more lucky finds turn up to set us 
right. What, for instance, is the proper place of 
Gudea, the jhatesi ol SlKiUJRLA (also read SiRGULLA 
or SlRTlLRA, and, lately, ZlRLAiiA), whose magnif- 
icent statues Mr, de Sarzee found in the principal 
hall of the temple of which the bricks bear his 
stamp? (See p. 217,) The title of patesi^ (not 
“king”), points to great antiquity, and he is pretty 
generally understood to have live^ somewhere be- 
tween 4000 and 3000 B.r. That he was not a Se- 
mite, but an Accadian prince, is to be concluded 
not only from the language of his inscriptions and 
the writing, which is of the most archaic — i.e., an- 
cient and old-fashioned — character, but from the 
fact that the head, which was found with the stat- 
ues, is strikingly Turanian in form and features, 
shaved, too, and turbaned after a fashion still used 
in Central Asia. Altogether it might easily be 
taken for that of a modern Mongolian or Tatan* 
The discovery of this builder and patron of art has 


♦ Sec Figs. 44 and 45, p. loi. 
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greatly eclipsed the glory of a somewhat later ruler, 
UR-feA, King of who had long enjoyed the 

reputation of beitg the earliest known temple- 
builder. He remains at all events the first powerful 
monarch we read of in Southern ^haldea, of which 
Ur appears to have been in sonfe measure the cap- 
ital, at least in so far as to have a certain suprem- 
acy over the o\Her great cities of Shumir. 

26. Of these Shumir had many, even more ven- 
erable for their age and holiness than those of 
Accad. For the South was the home of the old 
race and most ancient culture, and thence both had 
advanced northward. Hence it was that the old 
stock was hardier there and endured longer in its 
language, religion and nationality, and was slower 
in yielding to the Semitic counter-current of race 
and culture, which, as a natural consequence, ob- 
tained an earlier and stronger hold in the North, 
and from there radiated over the whole of Mesopo- 
tamia. There was Eridhu, by the sea “at the 
mouth of the Rivers,*’ the immemorial sanctuary of 
£a; there was ?iiKc;uLi,A, so lately unknown, now 
the most promising mine for research ; there was 
LaRSAM, famous with the glories of its “ House of 
the Sun ” {k-Babbara in the old language), the rival 
of Ur, the city of the Moon-god, whose kings Ur-£a 
and his son DUNGI were, it appears, the first to take 

♦This name was at first read Urukl% then Likbabi, then Likba* 
gash, then Urbagash, then Urba’u, and now Professor Fricdr. De- 
litzsch announces that the final and correct reading is in all proba- 
bility cither Ur-ea or Arad-ea. 
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the ambitious title of “ Kings of Shumir and Accad ** 
and “ Kings of the Four Regions/* As for Babylon, 
proud Babylon, which we have s6 long been accus* 
tomed to think of as the very beginning of state life 
and political rule in Chaldea, it was perhaps not yet 
built at all, or only rnodestly beginning its existence 
under its Accadian name of TiN-TiR-Ki (** the Place 
of Life*’), or, somewhat later, Ka-Dimirra (‘‘Gate 
of God ”), when already the abov^e named cities, 
and several more, had each its famous temple with 
ministering college of priests, and, probably, library, 
and each its king. But political power was for a 
long time centred at Ur. The first kings of Ur 
authentically known to us arc Ur-ca and his son 
Dungi, who have left abundant traces of their ex- 
istence in the numerous temples they built, not in 
Ur alone, but in most other cities too. Their bricks 
have been identified at Larsam (Senkereh), and, it 
appears, at Sirburla (Tel-Loh), at Nipur (Nificr) 
and at Urukh (Erech, Warka), and as the two lat- 
ter cities belonged to Accad, they seem to have 
ruled at least part of that country and thus to 
have been justified in assuming their high^sound^ 
ing title. 

27. It has been noticed that the bricks bearing 
the name of Ur-ea “ arc found in a lower position 
than any others, at the very foundation of build- 
ings; ” that ‘'they are of a rude and coarse make, 
of many sizes and ill-fitted together;” that baked 
bricks are rare among them ; that they are held 
together by the olde.st substitutes for mortar — mud 
and bitumen — and that the writing upon them is 
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curiously rude and imperfect.* But whatever King 
Ur-^a’s architectural efforts may lack in perfection, 
they certainly make up in size and number. Those 



59.— STATUE OF GriiP.A, WITH INSCRIITION ; FROM TELL-LOH, 
(SIRBUR1.A OR SIRGULLA). SARZEC COLLECTION. 

( Homme] ). ^ 

that he did not complete, his son Dungi continued 
after him. It is remarkable that these great build- 

• Geo. Rawlifison, Five Great Monarchies of the Ancient East 
era World” (1862), Vol. L» pp. 198 and ff. 
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ers seem to have dovoted their energies exclusively 
to religious purposes ; also that, while their names 
are Shumiro-Accadian, and their inscriptions are 
often in that language, the temples they con- 
structed were dedicated to various deities of the 
new, or rathe^r reformed religion. When we see 
the princes of the South, according to an ingen- 
ious remark of Mr. Lenormant, thus begin a sort of 
practical preaching of the Semitized religion, we 
may take it as a sign of the times, as an unmistaka- 
ble proof of the influence of the North, political as 
well as religious, A ver}" curious relic of King 
Ur-ea was found — his own signet cylinder — which 
was lost by an accident, then turned up*again 
and is now in the British Museum. It repre- 
sents the Moon-god seated on a throne, — as is but 
meet for the king of the Moon-god's special city — 
with priests presenting worshippers. No definite 
date is of course assignable to Ur-ea and the impor- 
tant epoch of Chaldean history which he represents. 
But a very probable approximative one can be ar- 
rived at, thanks to a clue supplied by the same 
Nabonidus, last King of Babylon, who settled the 
Sargon question for us so unexpectedly. That 
monarch was as zealous a repairer of temples .as his 
predecessors had been zealous builders. He had 
reasons of his own to court popularity, and could 
think of nothing better than to restore the time- 
honored sanctuaries oi the land. Among others he 
repaired the Sun-temple (fi-Babbara) at Larsam, 
whereof we are duly informed by a special cylinder. 
In it he tells posterity that he found a cylinder of 
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King Hammurabi intact in its chamber under the 
corner-stone, which cylinder states that the temple 
was founded 700*ycars before Hammurabi’s time; 
as Ur-ea was the founder, it only remains to deter- 
mine the latter king’s date in-order to know that 
of the earlier one.* Here unfortunately scholars 
differ, not having as yet any decisive authority to 
build upon. Some place Hammurabi before 2000 
B.C., others a little later. It is perhaps safest, there- 
fore, to assume that Ur-ea can scarcely have lived 
much earlier than 2800 or much later than 25cx> 
B.C. At all events, he must necessarily have lived 
somewhat before 23CK) B.C., for about this latter 
year took place the Elamite invasion recorded by 
Asshurbanipal, an invasion which, as this King ex- 
pressly mentions, laid waste the land of Accad and 
desecrated its temples — evidently the same ones 
which Ur-ea and Dungi so piously constructed. 
Nor was this a passing inroad or raid of booty-seek- 
ing mountaineers. It was a real conquest. Khu- 
dur-Nankhundi , and his successors remained in 
Southern Chaldea, called themselves kings of the 
country, and reigned, scv'eral of them in succession, 
so that this series of foreign rulers has become known 
in history as •* the Elamite dynasty.” There was 
no room then for a powerful and temple-building 
national dynasty like that of the kings of Ur. 

28. This is the first time we meet authentic mon- 
umental records of a county which was destined 

* Geo, Smith, in Records nf the Past,” Vol. V., p. 75. Frits 
Hommel, Die Semiten,” p. 210 and note loi. 
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through the next sixteen centuries to be in contin- 
ual contact, mostly hostile, with both Babylonia 
and her northern rival Assyria, until its final anni- 
hilation by the latter. Its capital was ShuSHAN, 
(afterwards pronounc<^d by foreigners “ Susa ’*), and 
its own original name SlIUSlllNAK. Its people 
were of Turanian stock, its language, was nearly 
akin to that of Shumir and Accad. But at 
some time or other Semites came and settled in 
Shushinak. Though too few in number to change 
the country’s language or customs, the superiority 
of their race asserted itself. They became the no- 
bility of the land, the ruling aristocracy from yvhich 
the kings were taken, the generals and the high 
functionaries. That the Turanian mass of the popula- 
tion was kept in subjection and looked down upon, 
and that the Semitic nobility avoided intermarry- 
ing with them is highly probable; and it would 
be difficult otherwise to explain the difference of 
type between the two classes, as shown in the rep- 
resentations of captives and warrior^ belonging to 
both on the Assyrian sculptures. The common herd 
of prisoners employed on public labor and driven 
by overseers brandishing sticks have an unmisj|^ably 
Turanian type of features — high cheek-bones, broad, 
flattened face, etc., while the generals, ministers and 
nobles have all the dignity and beauty of the hand- 
somest Jewish type. “ Elam,” the name under whici) 
the country is best Ifnown both from the Bible 
and later monuments, is a Turanian word, which 
means, like ‘‘ Accad,” Highlands.” It is the only 
name under which the historian of Chap. X. of 
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Genesis admits it into his list of nations, and, con- 
sistently following out his system of ignoring all 
members of the great yellow race, he takes into con- 
sideration only the Semitic aristocracy, and makes 
of Elam a son of Shem, a brother of Asshur and 
Arphakhshad. (Gen. x. 22.) 

29. One of Khudur-Nankhundi’s next successors, 
Khcjdur-LagaMAR, was not content with the addi- 
tion of Chaldea to his kingdom of Elam. He had 
the ambition of a bom conqueror and the general- 
ship of one. The Chap. XIV. of Genesis — which 
calls him Chedorlaomcr — is the only document wc 
have descriptive of this king’s warlike career, and a 
very striking picture it gives of it, sufficient to show 
us that we have to do with a very remarkable char- 
acter. Supported by three allied and probably 
tributary kings, that of Shumir (Shinear), of Larsam, 
(Ellassar) and of the GoiM, (in the unrevised trans- 
lation of the Bible ** king of nations ”) i.e., the no- 
madic tribes which roamed on the outskirts and in 
the yet unsettled, more distant portions of Chaldea, 
Khudur-Lagamar marched an army 1200 miles 
across the desert into the fertile, wealthy and pop- 
ulous valleys of the Jordan and the lake or sea of 
SicMtA, afterwards called the Dead Sea, where five 
great cities — Sodom, Gomorrah, and three others — 
were governed by as many kings. Not only did he 
subdue these kings and impose his rule on them, 
but contrived, even after he setumed to the Persian 
Gulf, to keep on them so firm a hand, that for 
twelve years they “ served ” him, i.e., paid him trib- 
ute regularly, and only in the thirteenth year, en- 
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couraged by his prolonged absence, ventured to 
rebel. But they had underrated Khudur-Lagamar*s 
vigilance and activity. The very next year he was 
among them again, together with his three faithful 
allies, encountered them in the vale of Siddim 
and beat them, so that they all fled. This was 
the battle of the ‘"four kings with five.’* As to 
the treatment to which the victor subjected the 
conquered country it is very briefly but clearly de- 
scribed : “ And they took all the goods of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and all their victuals, and went their 
way.” 

30. Now there dwelt in Sodom a man of foreign 
race and great wealth. Lot, the nephew of Abra- 
ham. For Abraham and his tribe no longer lived 
at Chaldean Ur. The change of masters, and very 
probably the harsher rule, if not positive oppres- 
sion, consequent on the Elamite conquest, had 
driven them thence. It was then they went forth 
into the land of Canaan, led by Tcrah and his son 
Abraham, and when Terah died, Abraham became 
the patriarch and chief of the tribe, which from this 
time begins to be called in the Bible “ Hebrews,” 
from an eponymous ancestor, Hcbcr or Eber, whose 
name alludes to the passing of the Euphrates, or, 
perhaps, in a wider sense, to the passage of the 
tribe through the land of Chaldea.* For years the 
tribe travelled without dividing, from pasture to 

* U should be mentioned, however, that scholars have erf late bec^n 
inclined to see in this name an allu-sion to the passage of the Jordait 
at the time of the conquest of Canaan by Israel, after the Egyptian 
bondage. 
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pasture^ over the vast land where dwelt the Canaan- 
iteSjWell seen and even favored of them, into Egypt 
and out of it again, until the quarrel occurred be- 
tween Abraham’s herdsmen and Lot’s, (see Genesis, 
Chap. XIII.), and the separation, when Lot chose 
the plain of the Jordan and pitched |jis tent toward 
Sodom, while Abraham dwelt in the land of Canaan 
as heretofore, with his family, servants and cattle, in 
the plain of Mamre. It was while dwelling there, in 
friendship and close alliance with the princes of the 
land, that one who had escaped from the battle in 
the vale of Siddim, came to Abraham and told him 
how that among the captives whom Khudur-Laga- 
mar had taken from Sodom, was Lot, his brother’s 
son, with all his goods. Then Abraham armed his 
trained servants, born in his own household, three 
hundred and eighteen, took with him his friends, 
Mamre and his brothers, with their young men, and 
starting in hot pursuit of the v^ictorious army, which 
was now carelessly marching home towards the des- 
ert with its loqg train of captives and booty, over- 
took it near Damascus in the night, when his own 
small numbers could not be detected, and produced 
such a panic by a sudden and vigorous onslaught 
that he put it to flight, and not only rescued his 
nephew Lot with his goods and women, but brought 
back all the captured goods and the people too. 
And the King of Sodom came out to meet him on 
his return, and thanked hint, and wanted him to 
keep all the goods for himself, only restoring the 
persons. Abraham consented that a proper share 
of the rescued goods should be given to his friends 
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and their young men, but refused all presents of- 
fered to himself, with the haughty words: I have 
lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high 
God, the possessor of heaven and earth, that I will 
not take a thread, even to a shoe-latchet, and that 
I will not take anything that is thine, lest thou 
shouldest say, I hav’c made Abraham rich/* 

31. Khudur-Lagamar, of whom the spirited Bibli- 
cal narrative gives us so life-like a sketch, lived, ac- 
cording to the most probable calculations, about 
2200 B.c. Among the few vague forms whose 
blurred outlines loom out of the twilight of those 
dim and doubtful ages, he is the second with any flCsh- 
and-blood reality about him, probably the first con- 
queror of whom the world has any authentic record. 
For Egj'pt, the only country which rivals in anti- 
quity the primitive states of Mesopotamia, although 
it had at this time already reached the height of its 
culture and prosperity, was as yet confined by its 
rulers strictly to the valley of the Nile, and had not 
entered on that career of foreign wars and conquests 
which, some thousand years later, made it a terror , 
from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf. 

32. The Elamitic invasion was not a passing raid. 
It was a real conquest, and established a heavy for- 
eign rule in a highly prosperous and flourishing 
land — a rule which endured, it would appear, about 
three hundred years. That the people chafed un- 
der it, and were cipher gloomily despondent or 
angrily rebellious as long as it lasted, there is plenty 
of evidence in their later literature. It is even 
thought, and with great moral probability, that thf 
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Special branch of religious poetty which has been 
called " Penitential Psalms ” has arisen out of the 
sufferings of this ilong period of national bondage 
and humiliation, and if, as seems to be proved by 
some lately discovered interesting fragments of 
texts, these psalms were sung centuj-ies later in 
Assyrian temples on mournful or very solemn pub- 
lic occasions, they must have perpetuated the mem- 
ory of the great national calamity that fell on the 
mother-country as indelibly as the Hebrew psalms, 
of which they were the models, have perpetuated 
that of King David's wanderings and Israel’s tribu- 
lations. 

33. liut there seems to have been one Semitic 
royal house which preserv’ed a certain indepen- 
dence and quietly gathered power against better 
days. To do this they must have dissembled and 
done as much homage to the victorious barbarians 
as would ensure their safety and serve as a blind 
while they strengthened their home rule. This 
dynasty, destined to the glorious task of restoring 
the country’s independence and founding a new na- 
tional monarchy, was that of Tin-tir-ki, or Kadi- 
mirra — a name now already translated into the Se- 
mitic BaB-ILU, (“ the Gate of God ”); they reigned 
over the large and important district of Karduny- 
ASH, important from its central position, and from 
the fact that it seems to have belonged neither to 
Accad, nor to Shumir, but to have been politically 
independent, since it is always mentioned by itself. 
Still, to the Hebrews, Babylon lay in the land of 
Shinar, and it is strongly supposed that the “ Am- 

17 
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raphel king of Shinar who marched with Khudur- 
Lagamar, as his ally, against the five kings of the 
Jordan and the Dead Sea, was no other than a king 
of Babylon, one of whose names has been read 
Amarpal, while ** ^riokh of Ellassar was an Ela- 
mite, Eri-a^U, brother or cousin of Khudur- Laga- 
mar. and King of Larsam, where the conquerors had 
established a powerful dynasty, closely allied by 
blood to the principal one. which had made the ven- 
erable Ur its headquarters, 'I'his Amarpal. more 
frequently mentioned under his other name of SlN- 
Murallit, is thought to have been the father of 
Hammuraiu. the deliverer of Chaldea and the 
founder of the new empire. 

34. The inscriptions which Ilammurabi left arc 
numerous, and afford us ample means of judging 
of his greatness as warrior, statesman and admin- 
istrator. In his long reign of fifty-five years he 
had, indeed, time to achieve much, but what he did 
achieve was much even for so long a reign. In 
what manner he drove out the foreigners we are not 
told, but so much is clear that llie decisive victory 
was that which he gained over the Elamite king 
of Larsam. It was probably by expelling the hated 
I'ace by turns from every district they occupied, 
that Hammurabi gathered the entire land into Iii.s 
own hands and was enabled to keep it together and 
weld it into one united empire, including both Ac- 
cad and Shumir, with all their time-honored cities 
and sanctuaries, making his own ancestral cJty, 
Babylon, the head and capital of them all. This 
king was in every respect a great and wise ruler^ 
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for, after freeing and uniting the country, he was 
very careful of its good and watchful of its agricult- 
ural interests. Like all the other kings, he restored 
many temples and built several new ones. But he 
also devoted much energy to^ public works of a 
more generally useful kind. During the first part 
of his reign ii\undations seem to have Jieen frequent 
and disastrous, possibly in consequence of the ca- 
nals and waterworks having been neglected under 
the oppressive foreign rule. The inscriptions speak 
of a city having been destroyed “ by a great flood,” 
and mention “ a great wall along the Tigris” — prob- 
ably aq embankment, as having bcjn built by Ham- 
murabi for protection against the river. But prob- 
ably finding the remedy inadequate, he undertook 
and completed one of the greatest public works 
that have ever been carried out in any country : the 
excavation of a gigantic canal, which he called by 
his own name, but which was aftcr\vards famous un- 
der that of Royal Canal of Babylon.” From this 
canal innumerabjc branches carried the fertilizing 
waters through the country. It was and remained 
the greatest work of the kind, and was, fifteen cent- 
uries later, the wonder of the foreigners who visited 
Babylon. Its constructor did not overrate the ben- 
efit he had conferred when he wrote in an inscrip- 
tion which can scarcely be called boastful ; “ I have 
caused to be dug the Nahr-Hammurabi, a benedic- 
tion for the people of Shumir^nd Accad. I have 
directed the waters of its branches over the desert 
plains ; I have caused them to run in the dry chan- 
nels and thus given unfailing waters to the peo- 
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pie. ... I have cfianged desert plains into well- 
waterpd lands, I have given them fertility and 
plenty, and made them the abode of happiness.” 

35, There are inscriptions of Hammurabi’s son. 
But after him a new . catastrophe seems to have over- 
l^ken Chaldea. He is succeeded by a line of for- 
eign kings, who must have obtained possession of 
the country by conquest. They were princes of a 
fierce and warlike mountain race, the Kasshi, who 
lived in the highlands that occupy the whole north- 
western portion of Elam, where they probably be- 
gan to feel cramped for room. This same people 
has been called by the later Greek geographers 
CossAE.\NS or CissiANS, and is better known under 
either of these names. Their language, of which 
very few specimens have survived, is not yet under- 
stood ; but so much is plain, that it is very different 
both from the Semitic language of Babylon and that 
of Shumir and Accad, so that the names of the Kas-. 
shi princes arc easily distinguishable from all others. 
No dismemberment of the empire followed this 
conquest, however, if conquest there was. The 
kings of the new dyna.sty seem to have succeeded 
each other peacefully enough in Babylon. But th 4 
conquering days of Chaldea were oyer. We read 
no more of expeditions into the plains of Syria and 
to the “ Sea of the Setting Sun.” For a power was 
rising in the North-West, which quickly grew into , 
a formidable rival .v through many centuries As- 
syria kept the rulers of the Southern kingdom tqO , 
busy guarding their frontiers and repelling |nroad|^;in 
to allow them to think of foreign conquests. 




V. 

BABYLONIAN RELIGION. 

!• In relating the legend of the Divine Man-Fish, 
who came out of the Gulf, and was followed, at 
intervals, by several more similar beings, Berosus 
assur<^s us, that he “taught the people all the 
things that make up civilization,” so that ** noth- 
ing new was invented after that any" more.” But 
if, as is suggested, “this monstrous Cannes’* is 
really a personification of the strangers who came 
||ito the land, and, being possessed of a higher cul- 
ture, began to teach the Turanian population, the 
first part of this statement is as manifestly’ an exag- 
geration as tin; second. A people who had in- 
vented writing, who knew how to build, to make 
^anals, to work metals, and who had passed out of 
the first and grossest stage of religious conceptions, 
might have much to learn, but certainly not et^ery^ 
thing. What the newcomers — whether Cushites or 
Semites — did teach them, was a more orderly way 
of organizing society and ruling it by means of 
laws and an established government, and, above all. 
astronomy and mathematics — sciences in which the 
Shumiro-Accads were little proficient, while the 
later and mixed nation, the Chaldeans, attained in 

329 
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them a very high perfection, so that many of their 
discoveries and the first principles laid down by 
them have come down to us a?5 finally adopted 
facts, confirmed by later science. Thus, the divis- 
ion of the year into twelve months corresponding to 
as many constellations, known as the twelve signs 
of the Zodiac,” was familiar to thqm. They had 
also found out the division of the year into twelve 
months, only all their months had thirty days. So 
they were obliged to add an extra month — an inter- 
calar)" month, as the scientific term is — every six 
years, to start ev^en with the sun again, for they 
knew where the error in their reckoning lay. .These 
things the strangers probably taught the Shumiro- 
Accads, but at the same time borrowed from them 
their way of counting. The Turanian races to this 
day have this peculiarity, that they do not care for 
the decimal system in arithmetic, but count by 
dozens and sixties, preferring numbers that can be 
div^ided by twelve and sixty. The Chinese even 
now do not measure time by centuries or periods of 
a hundred years, but by a cycle or period of sixty 
years. This was probably the origin of the divis* 
ion, adopted in Babylonia, of the sun’s course into 
360 equal parts or degrees, and of the day into 
twelve kasbtis*' or double hours, since the kasbu 
answered to two of our hours, and was divided into 
sixty parts, which we might thus call “ double min- 
utes,” while these .Igain were composed of sixty 
‘double seconds.” The natural division of the 
year into twelve months made this so-called 
docenal ” and “ sexagesimal ” system of calculation 
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particulariy convenient, and it was applied to every- 
thing — measures of weight, distance, capacity and 
size as well as tinrc. 

2. Astronomy is a strangely fascinating science, 
with two widely different and seemingly contra- 
dictory aspects, equally apt to develop habits of 
hard thinking and of dreamy speculation. For, if 
on one hand the study of mathematics, without 
which astronomy cannot subsist, disciplines the 
mind and trains it to exact and complicated opera- 
tions, on the other hand, star-gazing, in the solitude 
and silence of a southern night, irresistibly draws 
it int9 a higher world, where poetical aspirations, 
guesses and dreams take the place of figures with 
their demonstrations and proofs. It is probably to 
these habitual contemplations that the later Chal- 
deans owed the higher tone of religious thought 
which distinguished them from their Turanian pred- 
ecessors. They looked for the deity in heaven, not 
on earth. They did not cower and tremble before 
a host of wicked goblins, the creation of a terrified 
fancy. The spirits whom they worshipped inhab- 
ited and ruled those beautiful bright worlds, whose 
harmonious, concerted movements they watched 
admiringly, reverently, and could calculate cor- 
rectly, but without understanding them. The stars 
generally became to them the visible manifestations 
and agents of divine power, especially the seven 
most conspicuous heavenly* bodies: the Moon, 
whom they particularly honored, as the ruler of 
night and the measurer of time, the Sun and the 
five planets then known, those which we call Saturn, 
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Jupiter, Mars, Venus and Mercury. It is but just 
to the Shumiro-Accads to say that the perception 
of the divine in the beauty of the stars was not for- 
eign to them. This is amply proved by the fact 
that in their oldest writing the sign of a star is used 
to ealpress the idea not of any particular god or 
goddess, but of the divine principle, the deity gen- 
erally. The name of every divinity is preceded by 
the star, meaning ‘‘ the god so-and-so.’’ When used 
in this manner, the sign was read in the old lan- 
guage “ Dingir ” — “god, deity.” The Semitic lan- 
guage of Babylonia which we call “ Assyrian,” while 
adapting the ancient writing to its own needs, 
retained this use of the sign “star,” and read it t/n, 
“god,” This word — Ilu or El — we find in all Sem- 
itic languages, either ancient or modern, in the 
names they giv^e to God, in the Arabic Allah as 
well as in the Hebrew Eloiiim. 

3. This religion, based and centred on the wor- 
ship of the heavenly bodies, has been called Sitbeism^ 
and was common to most Semitic races, whose 
primitive nomadic life in the desert and wide, flat 
pasture-tracts, with the nightly watches requircfi Iqr, . 
the tending of vast flocks, inclined them to contem- ^ 
plation and star-gazing. It is to be noticed that 
the Semites gave the first place to the Sun, and not, 
like the Shumiro-Accads, to the Moon, possibly 
from a feeling akin to terror, experiencing as they 
did his destructive porver, in the frequent droughts 
and consuming heat of the desert.* 

* See A. H. Sayce, “The Ancient Empires of the ICasl ** , 

p.389. ‘t 
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4. A very prominent feature of the new order of 
things was the great power and importance of the 
priesthood. A successful pursuit of science re- 
quires two things : intellectual superiority and 
leisure to study, i.e., freedom. from the daily care 
how to procure the necessaries of life^ In very an- 
cient times p^eqple in general were quite willing to 
acknowledge the superiority of those men who knew 
more than they did, who could teach them and 
help them with wise advice ; they were willing also 
to support such men by voluntary contributions, 
in order to give them the necessary'' leisure. That 
a race, with whom science and religion were one 
should honor the men thus set apart and learned 
in heavenly things an^ allow them great influence 
in private and public affairs, believing them, as they 
did, to stand in direct communion with the divine 
powers, was but niitural; and from this to letting 
them take to themselv'cs the entire government of 
the country as the established rulers thereof, was 
but one step. , There was another circumstance 
which helped to bring about this result. The 
Chaldeans were devout believers in astrology, a 
form of superstition into which an astronomical 
religion like Sabeism is very apt to degenerate. 
For once it is taken for granted that the stars are 
divine beings, possessed of intelligence, and will, 
and power, what more natural than to imagine that 
they can rule and shape the destinies of men by a 
mysterious influence? This influence was supposed 
to depend on their movements, their position in 
the sky, their ever changing combinations and relar* 



234 


THE STORY OF CHALDEA, 


tions to each other; under this supposition every 
movement of a star — its rising, its setting, or cross^ 
ing the path of another — every slightest change in 
the aspect of the heavens, every unusual phenom- 
enon — an eclipse, foj* instance — must be possessed 
of some weigjity sense, boding good or evil to men, 
whose destiny must constantly be as^cjcarly written 
in the blue sky as in a book. If only one could 
learn the language, read the characters! Such 
knowledge was thought to be within the reach of 
men, but only to be acquired by the exceptionally 
gifted and learned few, and those whom they might 
think worthy of having it imparted to them. . That 
these few must be priests was self-evident. They 
were themselves fervent believers in astrology, 
which they considered quite as much a real science 
as astronomy, and to which they devoted themselves 
as assiduously. They thus became the acknowl- 
edged interpreters of the divine will, partakers, so 
to speak, of the secret councils of heaven. Of 
course such a position added greatly to their power, 
and that they should never abuse it to strengthen 
their hold on the public mind and to favor their 
own ambitious views, was not in human nature. 
Moreov^er, being the clever and learned ones of the 
nation, they really were at the time the fittest to 
rule it — and rule it they did. When the Semitic 
culture spread over Shumir, whither it gradually ex- 
tended from the I^rth., />., the land of Accad, 
there arose in each great city — Ur, Eridhu, Larsam, 
Erech, — a mighty temple, with its priests, its library, 
its Ziggurat or observatory. The cities and the 
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tracts of country belonging to them were governed 
by their respective colleges. And when in progress 
of time, the power became centred in the hands of 
single men, they still were priest-kings, patesis, 
whose royalty must have bcea greatly hampered 
and limited by the authority of theur priestly col- 
leagues. Sucii-a form of government is known un- 
der the name of theocracy^ composed of two Greek 
words and meaning “divine government.” 

5. This religious reform represents a complete 
though probably peaceable revolution in the condi- 
tion of the “ Land between the Rivers.” The new 
and higher culture had thoroughly asserted itself as 
predominant in both its great provinces, and in 
nothing as much as in the national religion, which, 
coming in contact with the conceptions of the Sem- 
ites, was affected by a certain nobler spiritual 
sy*ain, a purer moral feeling, which seems to have 
been more peculiarly Semitic, though destined to 
be carried to its highest perfection only in the 
Hebrew branch of the race. Moral tone is a subtle 
influence, and will work its way into men’s hearts 
^d thoughts far more surely and irresistibly than 
any amount of preaching and commanding, for men 
are naturally drawn to what is good and beautiful 
when it is placed before them. Thus the old set- 
tlers of the land, the Shumiro-Accads, to whom their 
gross and dismal goblin creed could not be of much 
comfort, were not slow in feeling this ennobling 
and beneficent influence, and it is assuredly to that 
we owe the beautiful prayers and hymns which 
mark the higher stage of their religion. The con- 
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sciousness of sin, the feeling of contrition, of de- 
pendence on an offended yet merciful divine power, 
so strikingly conspicuous in the so-called Peniten- 
tial Psalms ’’ (see p. 178), the fine poetry in some 
of the later hymns# for instance those to the Sun 
(see p. 171), *are features so distinctively Semitic, 
that they startle us by their resemblance to certain 
portions of the Bible. On the other hand, a nation 
never forgets or quite gives up its own native creed 
and religious practices. The wise priestly rulers of 
Shumir and Accad did not attempt to compel the 
people to do so, but even while introducing and 
propagating the new religion, suffered them to go on 
believing in their hosts of evil spirits and their few 
beneficent ones, in their conjuring, soothsaying, cast- 
ing and breaking of spells and charms. Nay, more. 
As time went on and the learned priests studied more 
closely the older creed and ideas, they were struck 
with the beauty of some few of their conception.s — 
especially that of the ever benevolent, ev^r M^atch- 
ful Spirit of Earth, £a, and his son Meridug, the 
mediator, the friend of men. These conceptions, 
these and some other favorite national divinities, 
they thought worthy of being adopted by them 
and worked into their own religious system, which 
was growing more complicated, more elaborate 
every day, while the large bulk of spirits and de- 
mons they also allowed a place in it, in the rank of 
inferior “ Spirits of lieaven and ** Spirits of earth/’ 
which were lightly classed together and counted by 
hundreds. By the time a thousand years ha 4 
passed, the fusion had become so complete that 
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^ there really was both a new religion and a new na- 
tion, the result of a long work of amalgamation. 
The Shumiro-Accuds of pure yet low race were no 
longer, nor did the Semites preserve a separate ex- 
istence ; they had become merged into one nation 
of mixed races, which at a later period became 
known under the general name of Childeans, whose 
religion, regarefed with awe for its prodigious an- 
tiquity, yet was comparatively recent, being the 
outcome tff the combination of two infinitely older 
creeds, as we have just seen. When Hammurabi 
established his residence at Babel, a city which had 
but lately risen to importance, he made it the cap- 
ital ofTthe empire first completely united under his 
rule (see p. 226), hence the name of Babylonia is 
given by ancient writers to the old land of Shumir 
and Accad, even more frequently than that of Chal- 
dea, and the state religion is called indifferently 
the Babylonian or Chaldean, and not unfrequently 
Chaldeo- Babylonian. 

6. This religion, as it was definitely established 
and handed do\^n unchanged through a succession 
of twenty centuries and more, had a twofold char- 
acter, which must be well grasped in order to under- 
stand its general drift and sense. On the one hand, 
as it admitted the existence of many divine powers, 
- who shared between them the government of the 
world, it was decidedly Polytheistic— “ a religion 
of many gods/* On the other^ hand, a dim percep- 
tion had already been arrived at, perhaps through 
observation of the strictly regulated movements of 
the stars, of the presence of One supreme rulii^ 
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and directing Power. For a class of men given to 
the study of astronomy could not but perceive that 
all those bright Beings which , they thought so 
divine and powerful, were not absolutely inde- 
pendent ; that their movements and combinations 
were too regular, to6 strictly timed, too identical in 
their ever rccGrring repetition, to be entirely volun- 
taiy ; that, consequently, they obeyed — obeyed a 
Law, a Power above and beyond them, beyond 
heaven itself, invisible, unfathomable, unattainable 
by human thought or eyes. Such a perception 
was, of course, a step in the right direction, towards 
Monotheism, i.e., the belief in only one God. But 
the perception was too vague and remote to b*#fully 
realized and consistently carried out. The priests 
who, from long training in abstriict thought and 
contemplation, probably could look deeper and 
come nearer the truth than other people, strove to 
express their meaning in language and images 
which, in the end, obscured the original idea and 
almost hid it out of sight, instead of making it 
clearer. Besides, they did not imagine the world 
as created by God, made by an act of his will, but 
as being a form of him, a manifestation, part of 
himself, of his own substance. Therefore, in the 
great all of the universe, and in each of its portions, 
in the mysterious forces at work in it — light and 
heat and life and growth — they admired and adored 
not the power of G^d, but his very presence; one 
of the innumerable and infinitely varied forms in 
which he makes himself known and visible to men, 
manifests himself to them — in short, an emanaiim 
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of God* The word “ emanation ” has been adopted 
as the only one which to a certain extent conveys 
this very subtle ajid complicated idea. An emana- 
tion is not quite a thing itself, but it is a portion of 
it, which comes out of it and separates itself from 
it, yet cannot exist without il. So the fragrance 
of a flower is not the flower, nor is* it a growth or 
development o*f it, yet the flower gives it forth and 
it cannot exist by itself without the flower — it is an 
emanation of the flower. The same can be said of 
the mist which visibly rises from the warm earth in 
low and moist places on a summer evening — it is an 
emanation of the earth. 

7. I'hc Chaldco-Babylonian priests knew of many 
such divine emanations, which, by giving them 
names and attributing to them definite functions, 
they made into so many separate divine persons. 
Of these some ranked higher and some lower, a 
relation which was sometimes expressed by the 
human one of “ father and son.’* They were or- 
dered in groups, very scientifically arranged. Above 
the rest were placed two Triads or “groups of 
three.” The first triad comprised Axu. £a and 
Bel, the supreme gods of all — all three retained 
from the old Shumiro-Accadian list of divinities. 
Anu is Axa, Heaven,” and the surnames or 
epithets which are given him in dififerent texts, 
sufficiently show what conception had been formed 
of him : he is called “ the J.-ord of the staily 
heavens,” “the Lord of Darkness,” “ the first-born, 
the oldest, the Father of the Gods.” Sa, retaining 
his ancient attributions as “ Lord of the Deep,” the 
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pre-eminently wise and beneficent spirit, represents 
the Divine Intelligence, the founder and maintainer 
of order and harmony, while the actual task of sep- 
arating the elements of chaos and shaping them 
into the forms which make up the world as we 
know it, as well as *that of ordering the heavenly 
bodies, appointing them their path and directing 
them thereon, was devolved on the third person 
of the triad, Bel, the son of ^a. Bel is a Semitic 
name, which means simply the lord/' 

8. From its nature and attYibutions, it is cleafSi 
that to this triad must have attached a certain 
vagueness and remoteness. Not so the ^dnd 
triad, in which the Deity manifested itself asstand- 
ing in the nearest and most direct relation to man 
as most immediately influencing him in his daily 
life. The persons of this triad were the Moon, the 
Sun, and the Power of the Atmosphere, — SiK, 
Shamash, and Raman, the Semitic names for the 
Shumiro-Accadian UrU-Ki or Nannar, Ud or 
Babbar, and Im or Mermer. Very characteristic- 
ally, Sin is frequently called “ the god Thirty/’ in 
allusion to his functions as the measurer of time pro 
siding over the month. Of the feelings with which 
the Sun was regarded and the beneficent and splen- 
did qualities attributed to him, we know enough from 
the beautiful hymns quoted in Chap. III. (see p. 
172). As to the god Raman, frequently represented 
on tablets and cylinders by his characteristic sign, 
the double or triple-forked lightning-bolt — his im* 
portance as the dispenser of rain, the lord of the 
whirlwind and tempest, made him very popular^ All 
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abject as much of dread as of gratitude ; and as the 
crops depended on the supply of water from the 
canals, and these •again could not be full without 
abundant rains, it is not astonishing that he should 
have been particularly entitle4‘‘ protector or lord 
of canals,*’ giver of abundance and “jord of fruit- 
fulness/* In^his more terrible capacity, he is thus 
described : His standard titles are the minister of 
heaven and earth,” the lord of the air,” “ he who 
makes the tempest to rage.” He is regarded as the 
dcstrojfer of crops, tlic rooter-up of trees, the scat- 
terer of the harvest. Famine, scarcity, and even 
their consequence, pestilence, are assigned to him. 
He is said to have in his hand a “ flaming sword ” 
with which he effects his works of destruction, and 
this flaming sword, which probably represents 
lightning, becomes his emblem upon the tablets and 
cylinders.** * 

9. The astronomical tendencies of the new relig- 
ion fully assert themselves in the third group of 
divinities. They^arc simply the five planets then 
known and identified with various deities of the old 
creed, to whom they are, so to speak, assigned as 
their own particular provinces. Thus Ninoar (also 
called NihIP or NlNfen), originally another name 
or form of the Sun (see p. 173), becomes the ruler 
of the most distant planet, the one we now call Sat- 
urn ; the old favorite, Meridug, under the Semitized 
name of Marduk, rules the planet Jupiter. It is he 
whom later Hebrew writers have called Merodach, 


• Rawitiisoii’s “ Five Monarchies,” Vol. L, p. 164. 

Id 
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the name we find in the Bible, The planet Mars 
belongs to Nergal, the warrior-god, and Mercury 
to Nebo, more properly Nabu, the messenger of 
the gods*' and the special patron of astronomy, 
while the planet Venus is under the sway of a fem- 
inine deity, the goddess IsilTAR, one of the most 
important and popular on the list. But of her more 
anon. She leads us to the consideration of a very 
essential and characteristic feature of the Clialdco- 
Babylonian religion, common, moreover, to all Ori- 
ental heathen religions, especially the Semitic ones, 
10. There is a distinction — the distinction o| sex 
— which runs through the whole of animated nature, 
dividing all things that have life into two separate 
halves — male and female — halves most different in 
their qualities, often opposite, almost hostile, yet 
eternally dependent on each other, neither being com- 
plete or perfect, or indeed able to exist without the 
other. Separated by contrast, yet drawn together 
by an irresistible sympathy which results in the clos- 
est union, that of love and affection, the two sexes 
still go through life together, together do the work 
of the world. What the one has not or has in an in- 
sufficient degree it finds in its counterpart, and it is 
only their union which makes of the world a whole 
thing, full, rounded, harmonious. The masculine na- 
ture, active, strong, and somewhat stern, even when 
merciful and bounteous, inclined to boisterousness 
and violence and o^ten to cruelty, is well set off, or 
rather completed and moderated, by the feminine 
nature, not less active, but more quietly so, dispense 
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ing gentle influences, open to milder moods, more 
uniformly soft in feeling and manner. 

n. In no relation of life is the difference, yet 
harmony, of masculine and feminine action so plain 
as in that between husband and wife, father and 



— A lU’M INM KIHFJ* Willi Hit NAMF OF NEBO. 

(Briiivh Museum.) 

mother. It requires no very great effort of imag- 
ination to carry the distinction*beyond the bounds 
of animated nature, into the world at large. To 
men for whom every portion or force of the universe 
was endowed with a particle of the divine nature 
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and power, many were the things which seemed to 
be paired in a contrasting, yet joint action similar 
to that of the sexes. If the great and distant 
Heaven appeared to them as the universal ruler and 
^lord, the source of all things — the Father of the 
Gods, as they put it — surely the beautiful Earth, 
kind nurse, nourisher and preserver of all things that 
have life, could be called the universal Mother. If 
the fierce summer and noonday sun could be looked 
on as the resistless conqueror, the dread King of 
the world, holding death and disease in his hand, 
was not the quiet, lovely moon, of mild and sooth- 
ing light, bringing the rest of coolness and healing ‘ 
dews, its gentle Queen? In short, there is not a 
power or a phenomenon of nature whiclt does not 
present to a poetical imagination a twofold aspect, 
answering to the standard masculine and feminine 
qualities and peculiarities. The ancient thinkers — 
priests — who framed the vague guesses of the grop- 
ing, dreaming mind into schemes and systems of 
profound meaning, expressed this^sense of the two- 
fold nature of things by worshipping a double di- 
vine being or principle, masculine and feminine* 
Thus every god was supplied with a wife, through 
the entire series of divine emanations and manifes- 
tations. And as all the gods were in reality only 
different names and forms of the Supreme and Un- 
fathomable One, so all the goddesses represent 
only Belit, the gr^t feminine principle of nature 
— ^productiveness, maternity, tenderness — also con- 
tained, like everything else, in that ONE, and enii- 
nating from it in endless succession. Hence it 
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comes that the goddesses of the Chaldeo-Babylo- 
nian religion, though different in name and appar« 
ently in attributions, become wonderfully alike 
when looked at closer. They are all more or less 
repetitions of Belit, the wife* of Bel. Her name 
— which is only the feminine form, of the god’s, 
meaning “ the l-,ady,’* as Bel means ** the Lord,” — 
sufficiently shows that the two are really one. Of 
the other goddesses the most conspicuous are Anat 
or Nana (Earth), the wife of Anu (Heaven), An- 
UNIT (the Moon), wife of Shamash (the Sun), and 
lastly IsHTAU. the ruler of the planet Venus in her 
owm sight, and by far the most attractive and in- 
teresting of the list. She was a great favorite, wor- 
shipped as the Queen of Love and licauty, and also 
as the Warrior-Ouecn, who rouses men to deeds of 
bravery, inspirits and protects them in battle — per- 
haps because men have often fought and made war 
for the love of women, and also probably because 
the planet Venus, her own star, appears not only 
in the evening, •close after sunset, but also immedi- 
ately before daybreak, and so seems to summon the 
human race to renewed efforts and activity. Ishtar 
could not be an exception to the general principle 
and remain unmated. But her husband, DUMUZ (a 
name for the Sun\ stands to her in an entirely 
subordinate position, and, indeed, would be but lit- 
tle knowm were it not for a beautiful story that was 
told of them in a very old pocni,^nd which will find its 
place among many more in one of the next chapters. 

12. It would be tedious and unnecessary to recite 
here more names of gods and goddesses, though 
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there are quite a number, and more come to light 
all the time as new tablets are discovered and read. 
Most of them are in reality only Jifferent names for 
the same conceptions, and the Chaldco-Babylonian 
pantheon — or assembly of divine persons — is very 
sufficiently represented by the so-called “twelve 
great gods,” who were universally acknowledged to 
be at its head, and of whom wc will here repeat the 
names: Anu. Sa and Bel, Six, Shamash and Ra- 
mAn, Nindar, Marlduk, Nergal, Nero, Belit 
and ISHTAR, Each had numerous temples all over 
the country. But cverj^ great city had its favor- 
ite whose temple was the oldest, largest anef most 
sumptuous, to whose worship it was especially de- 
voted from immemorial times, fia, the most be- 
loved god of old Shumir, had his chief sanctuary', 
which he shared with his son Meridug, at EridHU 
(now Abu-Shahrein), the most southern and almost 
the most ancient city of Shumir, situated near the 
mouth of the Euphrates, since the Persian Gulf 
reached quite as far inland in the year 4000 B,C., 
and this was assuredly' an appropriate station for 
the great “ lord of the deep,” the Fish-god Oannes, 
who emerged from the waters to instruct man- 
kind. Ur, as we have seen, was the time-hon- 
ored seat of the Moon-god. At Erech Anu and 
Anat or Nana — Heaven and Earth — were specially 
honored from the remotest antiquity, being jointly 
worshipped in the temple called “ the House of 
Heaven.” This may have been the reason of the 
particular sacredness attributed to the ground all 
around Erech, as witnessed by the exceeding per- 
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sistcncy with which people strove for ages to bury 
their dead in it, as though under the immediate pro- 
tection of the goddess of Earth* (see Ch. III. of In- 
troduction). Larsam paid especial homage to Sha- 
mash and was famous for its very ancient ‘‘ House 
of the Sun.” The Sun and Moon — Shamash and 
Anunit — had their rival sanctuaries •at SiPPAR on 
the ** Royal tanal,” which ran nearly parallel to the 
Euphrates, and AoADfe, the city of Sargon, situated 
just opposite on the other bank of the canal. The 
name of Agad^ was lost in the lapse of time, and 
both cities became one, the two portions being dis- 
tinguished only by the addition ** Sippar of the 
Sun and “Sippar of Anunit.” The Hebrews 
called the united city “The two Sippars” — SepH- 
ARVAIM, the name we find in the Bible. 

13. The site of this important city was long 
doubtful ; but in 1881 one of the most skilful and 
indefatigable searchers, Mr. Hermuzd Rassam, a 
gentleman who began his career as assistant to Lay- 
ard, made a discovery which set the question at 
rest. He was *digging in a mound known to the 
Arabs by the name of Abu-Habba, and had made 
his way into the apartments of a vast structure 
which he knew to be a temple. From room to 
room he passed until he came to a smaller cham- 
ber, paved with asphalt, which he at once surmised 
to be the archive-room of the temple. “ Hereto- 
fore,” says Mr. Rassam in l^is report, “all Assy- 

• It was the statue of this very goddess Nana which was carried 
away by the Elamite conqueror, Khudur-Nankhundi in 2280 B.c. and 

restored to its place by Assurbanipal in 645 B.C. 
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nan and Babylonian structures were found to be 
paved generally cither with stone or brick, con- 
sequently this novel discovery led, me to have the 
asphalt broken into and examined. On doing so 
we found, buried in a comer of the chamber, about 
three feet below the "surface, an inscribed earthen- 
ware coffer, ihside which was deposited a stone 
tablet. . . Rassam had indeed stumbled on the 
archive of the famous Sun-tcmple, as was proved 
not only by the tablet, but by the numerous docu- 
ments which accompanied it, and which gave the 
names of the builders and restorers of the temple. 
As to the tablet, it is the finest and best preserved 
work of art of the kind which has yet been found. 
It was deposited about the year 880 B.C. on occasion 
of a restoration and represents tlie god himself, 
seated on a throne, receiving the homage of wor- 
shippers, while above him the sun-disc is held sus- 
pended from heaven on two strong cords, like a gi- 
gantic lamp, by two ministering beings, who may 
very probably belong to the host of Igigi or spirits 
of heaven. The inscription, in beautifully clear and 
perfectly preserved characters, informs us that this 
is “The image of Shamash, the great lord, who 
dwells in the ‘ House of the Sun,’ {&-Babbara) 
which is within the city of Sippar.”* (Sec Front- 
ispiece.) This was a truly magnificent find, and 
who knows but something as unexpected and as 
conclusive may turn up to fix for us the exact 

* The three circles above the god represent the Moon-god, the Sta- 
ged, and Ishtar. So we are informed by the two lines of writil^ 
which run above the roof. 
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place of the temple of Anunit, and consequently 
of the venerable city of Agadd. As to Baby- 
lon, it was originally placed under divine pro- 
tection generally, as shown by its proper Semitic 
name, Babilu, which means, as we have already 
seen, “the Gate of God,** and exactly answers to the 
Shumiro-Accadian name of the city (kA-DiNGIRRA, 
or Ka-Dimirra); but later on it elected a special 
protector in the person of Maruduk, the old favor- 
ite, Meridug. When Babylon became the capital 
of the united monarchy of Shumir and Accad, its 
patron divinity, under the name of Bel-Maruduk, 
(“the Lord Maruduk **) rose to a higher rank than 
he had before occupied ; his temple outshone all 
others and became a wonder of the world for its 
wealth and splendor. He had another, scarcely less 
splendid, and founded by Hammurabi himself in 
Borsip. In this way religion was closely allied to 
fk>litics. For in the days before the reunion of the 
great cities under the rule of Hammurabi, whichever 
of them was the most powerful at the time, its 
priests naturally*claimcd the pre-eminence for their 
local deity even beyond their own boundaries. So 
that the fact of the old Kings of Ur, Ur-ca and 
his descendants, not limiting themselves to the 
worship of their national Moon-god, but building 
temples in many places and to many gods, was per- 
haps a sign of a conciliating general policy as much 
as of liberal religious feeling. * 

14. One would think that so very perfect a system 
of religion, based too on so high and noble an order 
of ideas, should have entirely superseded the coarse 
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materialism and conjuring practices of the goblin* 
creed of the primitive Turanian settlers* Such, 
however, was far from being the case. We saw that 
the new religion made room, somewhat contempt- 
uously perhaps, for Uie spirits of the old creed, 
carelessly massing them wholesale into a sort of 
regiment, composed of the three hundred or 

spirits of heaven, and the six hundred Antnnaki, 
or spirits of earth. The conjurers and sorcerers 
of old were even admitted into the priesthood in an 
inferior capacity, as a sort of lower order, probably 
more tolerated than encouraged — tolerated from 
necessity, because the people clung to thejir an- 
cient beliefs and practices. But if their official po- 
sition as a priestly class were subordinate, their real 
power was not the less great, for the public favor 
and credulity were on their side, and they were 
assuredly more gcnerall)' popular than the learned 
and solemn priests, the counsellors and almost the 
equals of the kings, whose thoughts dwelt among 
the stars, who reverently searched the heavens for 
revelations of the divine will and wisdom, and who, 
by pursuing accurate observation and mathematical 
calculation together with the wildest dreams, made 
astronomy and astrology the inextricable tangle of 
scientific truth and fantastic speculation that we 
see it in the great work (in seventy tablets) pre- 
pared for the library of Sargon 11. at Agadd. TTiat 
the ancient system ol conjuring and incantations re- 
mained in full force and general use, is sufficiently 
proved by the contents of the first two parts of tho 
great collection in two hundred tablets compiled in 
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the reign of the same king, and from the care with 
which the work was copied and recopied, com- 
mented on and translated in later ages, as we sec 
from the copy made for the Royal Library at Nin- 
eveh, the one which has reached us. 

15. There was still a third brancji of so-called 
“ science,’* which greatly occupied the minds of the 
Chaldeo-Babylonians from their earliest times down 
to the latc.st days of their existence : it was the art 
of Divination, i.e., of divining and foretelling future 
events from signs and omens, a superstition born of 
the old belief in ever}- object of inanimate nature 
beings possessed or inhabited by a spirit, and the 
later belief in a higher power ruling the world 
and human affairs to the smallest detail, and con- 
stantly manifesting itself through all things in na- 
ture as through secondary agents, so that nothing 
W'hatcver could occur without some deeper signifi- 
cance, which might be discovered and expounded by 
specially trained and favored individuals. In the 
case of atmosplveric prophecies concerning weather 
and crops, as connected with the appearance of 
clouds, sky and moon, the force and direction of 
winds, etc., there may have been some real observa- 
tion to found them on. But it is ver>" clear that 
such a conception, if carried out consistently to ex- 
treme lengths and applied indiscriminately to every- 
thing, must result in arrant folly. Such was as- 
suredly the case with the ChalSeo-Babylonians, who 
not only carefully noted and explained dreams, 
drew lots in doubtful cases by means of inscribed 
arrows, interpreted the rustle of trees, the plashing 
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of fountains and murmur of streams, the direction 
and form of lightnings, not only fancied that they 
could see things in bowls of watc?r and in the shift 
ing forms assumed by the flame which consumed 
sacrifices, and the smoke which rose therefrom, and 
that they cou^d raise and question the spirits of the 
dead, but drew presages and omens,, for good or 
evil, from the flight of birds, the appearance of the 
liver, lungs, heart and bowels of the animals offered 
in sacrifice and opened for inspection, from the 
natural defects or monstrosities of babies or the 
young of animals — in short, from any and every- 
thing that they could possibly subject to observa- 
tion. 

l6. This idlest of all kinds of speculation was re- 
duced to a most minute and apparently scientific 
system quite as early as astrology and incantation, 
and forms the subject of a third collection, in about 
one hundred tablets, and probably compiled by 
those same indefatigable priests of Agade for Sar- 
gon, who was evidently of a most /nethodical turn 
of mind, and determined to luave all the traditions 
and the results of centuries of observation and 
practical experiences connected with any branch of 
religious science fixed forever in the shape of thor^ 
oughly classified rules, for the guidance of priests 
for all coming ages. This collection has come to 
us in an even more incomplete and mutilated con- 
dition than the othets ; but enough has been pre- 
served to show us that a right-thinking and relig- 
iously-given Chaldeo-Babylonian must have spent 
his life taking notes of the absurdest trifles, lup^t 
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questioning the diviners and priests about them, in 
order not to get into scrapes by misinterpreting the 
signs and taking that to be a favorable omen which 
boded dire calamity — or the other way, and thus 
doing things or leaving them undone at the wrong 
moment and in the wrong ’way. What excites, 
perhaps, even greater wonder, is the 6tter absurdity 
of some of tfie 'incidents gravely set down as affect- 
ing the welfare, not only of individuals, but of the 
whole country. What shall we say, for instance, 
of the importance attached to the proceedings of 
stray dogs? Here are some of the items as given 
by Mr. Fr. Lenormant in his most valuable and 
entertaining book on Chaldean Divination: — 

** If a gray dog enter the palace, the latter will be 
consumed by flames. — If a yellow dog enter the pal- 
ace, the latter will perish in a violent catastrophe. — 
If a tawny" dog enter the palace, peace will be con- 
cluded with the enemies. — If a dog enter the palace 
and be not killed, the peace of the palace will be 
disturbed. — If a dog enter the temple, the gods will 
have no mcrcy*on the land. — If a white dog enter 
the temple, its foundations will subsist. — If a black 
dog enter the temple, its foundations will be 
shaken. — If a gray dog enter the temple, the latter 
will lose its possessions. ... If dogs assemble in 
troops and enter the temple, no one will remain in 
authority. ... If a dog vomits in a house, the 
master of that house will die.’^ 

17. The chapter on monstrous births is extensive. 
Not only is every possible anomaly registered, from 
an extra finger or toe to an ear smaller than the 
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Other, with its corresponding presage of good or 
evil to the country, the king, the army, but the most 
impossible monstrosities are seri9usly enumerated, 
with the political conditions of which they are sup- 
posed to be the signs. For instance: — If a woman 
give birth to a child with lion’s cars, a mighty king 
will rule the lind . . . with a bird’s beak, there will 
be peace in the land. ... If a ciuceh giv'e birth to 
a child with a lion’s face, the king will have no 
rival ... if to a snake, the king will be mighty. . . . 
If a mare give birth to a foal with a lion’s mane, 
the lord of the land will annihilate his enemies . . . 
with a dog’s paws, the land will be diminished . . . 
with a lion’s paws, the land will be increased. ... If 
a sheep give birth to a lion, there will be war, the 
king will have no rival. ... If a marc give birth to 
a dog, there will be disaster and famine.” 

1 8, The three great branches of religious science 
— astrology, incantation and div^ination — were rep- 
resented by three corresponding classes of wise 
men,” all belonging, in different degrees, to the 
priesthood : the star-gazers or astrofogers, the magi- 
cians or sorcerers, and the soothsayers or fortune- 
tellers. The latter, again, were divided into many 
smaller classes according, to the particular kind of 
divination which they practised. Some specially 
devoted themselves to the interpretation of dreams, 
others to that of the flight of birds, or of the signs 
of the atmosphere, qf of casual signs and omens 
generally. All were in continual demand, consulted ^ 
alike by kings and private persons, and all proceeded 
in strict accordance with the rules and principles 
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laid down in the three great works of King Sargon’s 
time. When the Babylonian empire ceased to exist 
and the Chaldea^is were no longer a nation, these 
secret arts continued to be practised by them, and 
the name “ Chaldean became a by-word, a syno- 
nym for “ a wise man of the East,’* — astrologer, 
magician or soothsayer. They disf)crsed all over 
the world, carrying their delusive science with them, 
practising and teaching it, welcomed everywhere by 
the credulous and superstitious, often highly hon- 
ored and always richly paid. Thus it is from the 
Chaldeans and their predecessors the Shumiro- 
Accads that the belief in astrology, witchcraft and 
every kind of fortune-telling has been handed down 
to the nations of Europe, together with the prac- 
tices belonging thereto, many of which we find lin- 
gering even to our day among the less educated 
classes. The verj' words magic ” and “ magician 
arc probably an inheritance of that remotest of 
antiquities. One of the words for “ priest ” in the 
old Turanian tongue of Shumir was imga, which, in 
the later Semitic language, became luag. The Rab- 
nmg — “great priest,” or perhaps “ chief conjurer,” 
was a high functionary at the court of the Assyrian 
kings. Hence “ magus,** “ magic,” “ magician,** in 
all the European languages, from Latin downward. 

19. There can be no doubt that we have little rea- 
son to be grateful for such an heirloom as this mass 
of superstitions, which have produced so much evil 
in the world and still occasionally do mischief 
enough. But we must not forget to set off against 
it the many excellent things, most important dis- 
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covcries in the province of astronomy and mathe. 
matics which have come to us from the same dis* 
tant source. To the ancient Chaldeo-Babylonians 
we owe not only our division of time, but the inven* 
tion of the sun-dial, and the*weck of seven days, 
dedicated in succession to the Sun, the Moon, and 
the five planets — an arrangement which is still 
maintained, the names of our days being merely 
translations of the Chaldean ones. And more than 
that ; there were days set apart and kept holy, as 
days of rest, as far back as the time of Sargon of 
Agade ; it was from the Semites of Babylonia — ^per- 
haps the Chaldeans of Ur — that both the nam;' and 
the observance passed to the Hebrew branch of the 
race, the tribe of Abraham. George Smith found 
an Assyrian calendar where the day called Sabattu 
or Sabattiiv is explained to mean “completion M 
work, a day of rest for the soul.*’ On this day^ it 
appears it was not lawful to cook food, to change 
one’s dress, to offer a sacrifice ; the king was for- 
bidden to speak in public, to ride in a chariot^ to 
perform any kind of military or civil duty, even to 
take medicine.* This, surely, is a keeping of the 
Sabbath as strict as the most orthodox Jew could 
well desire. There are, how^ever, essential differences 
between the two. In the first place, the Babyloni- 
ans kept Sabbath days every month, which 
made more than one a week; in the second place, 

♦Friedrich Delitxsch, “lieigaben” to the (iennan translat. of 
Smith's “Chaldean Genesis” {1876), p. 3fXi. A. li. “Th# 

Ancient Empires of the East” (1883). p. 402. W, Lots, “QlUlf* 
tiones de Historia Sabbati.” 



BABYLOmAN RELIGION. 


257 


they came round on certain dates of each months 
independently of the day of the week : on the 7th, 
14th, 19th, 2 1 St and 28th. The custom appears to 
have passed to the Assyrians, and there are indica- 
tions which encourage the supposition that it was 
shared by other nations connected with the Jews, 
the Babylonians and Assyrians, for instance, by the 
Phoenicians.* 
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VI. 


LEGENDS AND STORIES. 

1. In cvcr>' child’s life there comes a moment 
when it ceases to take the world and all it holds as 
a matter of course, when it begins to wonder and to 
question. The first, the great question naturally 
is — “ Who made it all ? The sun, the stars, the sea, 
the rivers, the flowers, and the trees — whence come 
they? who made them?” And to this question we 
are very ready with our answer: — “ (iod made it 
all. The One, the Almighty God created the 
vorld, and all that is in it, by 1 1 is own sovereign 
will.” W hen the child further asks : Hem* did He 
do it?” we read to it the story of the Creation 
which is the beginning of the 6iblc, our Saert^ 
Book, cither without any remarks upon it, 0t with 
the warning, that, for a full and proper understand* 
ing of it, years arc needed and knowledge of many 
kinds. Now, these same questions have been 
asked, by children and men, in all ages. Ever since 
man has existed upon the earth, ever since he be* 
gan, in the intervak of rest, in the hard labor s^d 
struggle for life and limb, for food and warmth, to 
raise his head and look abroad, and take in 
wonders that surrounded him, he has thus pondttod 

2s8 ' 
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and questioned. And to this questioning, each 
nation, after its own lights, has framed very much 
the same answer; the same in substance and spirit 
(because the only possible one), acknowledging the 
agency of a IJivine Power, in filling the world with 
life, and ordaining the laws of nature, — but often 
very different in form, since, almost every creed 
having stopped short of the higher religious con- 
ception, that of One Deity, indivisible and all-power- 
ful, the great act was attributed to many gods — 
‘‘the gods,*’ — not to God. This of couise opened 
the way to innumerable, more or less ingenious, 
fancies and vagaries as to the part played in it by 
this or that particular divinity. Thus all races, 
nations, even tribes have worked out for themselves 
their own CosMOCiOX i*, i.e., their own ideas on the 
Origin of the World. The greatest number, not 
having reached a very high stage of culture or 
attained literary skill, preserved the teachings of 
their priests in their memory, and transmitted them 
orally from father to son ; such is the case even 
now with many more peoples than we think of — 
with all the native tribes of Africa, the islanders of 
Australia and the Pacific, and several others. But 
the nations who advanced intellectually to the front 
of mankind and influenced the long series of coming 
races by their thoughts and teachings, recorded in 
books the conclusions they had arrived at on the 
great questions which have# always stirred the 
heart and mind of man; these were carefully pre- 
served and recopied from time to time, for the in* 
struction of each rising generation. Thus many 
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inents of the precious documents and piece them 
together became the task of Smith’s life. And as 
nearly all that he found belonged to copies from 
the Royal Library at Nineveh, it was chiefljf in 



order to enlarge the collection that he undertook 
his first expedition to the Assyrian mounds, from 
which he had the good fortune to bring back many 
missing fragments, belonging also to different 
copies, so that one frequently completes the other. 
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Thus the oldest Chaldean legends were in a great 
measure restored to us, though unfortunately very 
few tablets are in a sufficiently well preserved con- 
dition to allow of making out an entirely intelligible 
and uninterrupted narrative. Not only are many 
parts still missing altogether, but of those which 
have been found, pieced and collecfed, there is not 
one of which one or more columns have not been 
injured in such a way that either the beginning or 
the end of all the lines arc gone, or whole lines 
broken out or erased, with only a few words left 
here and there. How hopeless the task must some- 
times have seemed to the patient workers may 
be judged from the foregoing specimen pieced to- 
gether of sixteen bits, which Geo. Smith gives in 
his book. This is one of the so-called “ Deluerc-tab- 
lets,’* i.c., of those which contain the Chaldean ver- 
sion of the story of the Deluge. Luckily more 
copies have been found of this story than of any of 
the others, or we should have had to be content 
still with the short sketch of it given by Berosus. 

4. If, therefore, the ancient Babylonian legends 
of the beginnings of the world will be given here in 
a connected form, for the sake of convenience and 
plainness, it must be clearly understood that they 
were not preserved for us in such a fonn, but are 
the result of a long and patient work of research 
and restoration, a work which still continues; and 
every year, almost every mpnth, brings to light 
some new materials, some addition, some correction 
to the old ones. Yet even as the work now stands, 
it justifies us in asserting that our knowledge of thu^ 
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marvellous antiquity is fuller and more authentic 
than that we have of many a period and people not 
half so remote from us in point of place and dis- 
tance. 

5. The cosmogonic narrative whic;}i forms the 
first part of what Geo. Smith has very aptly called 
*‘the Chaldean Genesis’* is contained in a number 
of tablets. As it begins by the words JVhen 
above^^ they are all numbered as No. 1, or 3, or 5 
“of the series WHEN ABOVE. The property of As^ 
shurbanipal^ king of nations s king of Assyria,'* The 
first lines are intact : — “ When the heaven above 
and the earth below were as yet unnamed,*’— (i.e., 
according to Semitic ideas, iiiti not exist ) — Arsu 
(the “Abyss *’) and Mummu-Tiamat (the “ billowy 
Sea**) were the beginning of all things ; their wa- 
ters mingled and flowed together ; that was the 
Primeval Chaos ; it contained the germs of life but 
“the darkness was not lifted ” from the waters, and 
therefore nothing sprouted or grew — (for no growth 
or life is possible without light). ^The gods also 
were not ; “ they were as yet unnamed and did not 
rule the destinies.** Then the great gods came 
into being, and the divine hosts of heaven and 
earth (the Spirits of Heaven and Earth). “ And the 
days stretched themselves out, and the god Anu 
(Heaven.) ....*’ Here the text breaks off 
abruptly; it is probable, however, that it told how, 
after a long lapse of 4 ime, the gods Anu, £a and 
Bel, the first and supreme triad, came into being. 
The next fragment, which is sufficiently well pre- 
served to allow of a connected translation, tells of the 
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establishment of the heavenly bodies : “ He *’ (Anu, 
whose particular dominion the highest heavens were, 
hence frequently called the heaven of Anu ”) he 
appointed the mansions of the great gods ” (signs 
of the Zodiac), established the stars, ordered the 
months and the year, and limited the beginning and 
end thereof ; ^established the planets, so that none 
should swerve from its allotted track; he ap- 
pointed the mansions of Bel and Ea with his own ; 
he also opened the great gates of heaven, fastening 
their bolts firmly to the right and to the left ” (east 
and west) ; he made Nannar (the Moon) to shine 
and ^Hotted the night to him, determining the time 
of his quarters which measure the days, and saying 
to him rise and set, and be subject to this law/’ 
Another tablet, of which only the beginning is in- 
telligible, tells how the gods (in the plural this 
time) created the living beings which people the 
earth, the’ cattle of the field and the city, and the 
vv'ild beasts of the field, and the things that creep in 
the field and iij the city, in short all the living crea- 
tures. 

6. There arc some tablets which have been sup- 
posed to treat of the creation of man and perhaps to 
give a story of his disobedience and .fall, answer- 
ing to that in Genesis ; but unfortunately they are 
in too mutilated a condition to admit of certainty, 
and no other copies have as yet come to light 
However, the probability thsrt such was really the 
case is very great, and is much enhanced by a cylin- 
der of very ancient Babylonian workmanship, now 
in the British Museum, and too important not to 



266 


THE STOnV 6E C//AIDMA 


be reproduced here. The tree' in the middle, the 
human couple stretching out their hands for the 
fruit, the serpent standing behind Jhe woman in — 
one might almost say — a whispering attitude, all 
this tells its own tale. And the authority of this 
artistic presentation, which so strangely fits in to 
fill the blank in the written narrative, is doubled by 
the fact that the engravings on the cylinders arc in. 
variably taken from subjects connected with rclig. 



62.— BABYLONIAN CYI.lNDrR, srpi'OSKO TO KRBRKSKNi THE 
TEMPTATION AND FALL, 

ion, or at least religious beliefs and traditions. As 
to the creation of man, we may partly eke out the 
missing details from the fragment of Berosus al- 
ready quoted. He there tells us — and so well-in- 
formed a writer must have spoken on good author- 
ity — that Bel gave his own blood to be kneaded 
with the clay out of which men were formed, and 
that is why they arc endowed w'ith reason and have 
a share of the divine nature in them — certainly a 
most ingenious way of expressing the blending of 
the earthly and the divine elements which hUA 
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made human natdre so deep and puzzling a prob- 
lem to the profounder thinkers of all «iges. 

7. For the rest of the creation, Berosus’ account 
(quoted from the book said to have been given men 
by the fabu|ous Cannes), agrees with what we find 
in the original texts, even imperfect as we have 
them. He says that in the midst of Chaos — at the 
time when all was darkness and water — the prin- 
ciple of life which it contained, restlessly working, 
but without order, took shape in numberless mon- 
strous formations : there were beings like men, 
some winged, with two heads, some with the legs 
and horns of goats, others with the hind part of 
horses; also bulls with human heads, dogs with 
four bodies and a fish's tail, horses with the heads 
of dogs, in short, every hideous and fantastical 
combination of animal forms, before the Divine 
Will had separated them, and sorted them into 
harmony and order. All these monstrous beings 
perished the moment Bel separated the heavens 
from the earth creating light, — for they were births 
of darkness and lawlessness and could not stand the 
new reign of light and law and divine reason. In 
memory of this destruction of the old chaotic world 
and production of the new, harmonious and beau- 
tiful one, the walls of the famous temple of Bcl- 
Mardouk at Babylon were covered with paintings 
representing the infinite variety of monstrous and 
mixed shapes with which an exuberant fancy had 
peopled the primeval chaos ; Berosus was a priest 
of this temple and he speaks of those paintings as 
still existing. Though nothing has remained Of 
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them in the rums of the templej we have represen- 
tations of the same kind on many of the cylinders 
which, used as seals, did duty b#th as personal 
badges — (one is almost tempted to say ** coats of 
arms — and as talismans, as proved by the fact of 
such cylinders ^bcing so frequently found on the 
wrists of the dead in the sepulchres. ^ , 

8. The remarkable cylinder with the human cou- 
ple and the serpent leads us to the consideration 
of a most important object in the ancient Babylo- 
nian or Chaldean religion — the Sacred Tree, the 
Tree of Life. That it was a very holy symbol is 
clear from its being so continually reproduceci on 
cylinders and on sculptures. In this particular 
cylinder, rude as the design is, it bears an un- 
mistakable likeness to a real tree — of .some conifer- 
ous species, cypress or fir. But art soon took hold 
of it and began to load it with symmetrical embel- 
lishments, until it produced a tree of entirely conven- 
tional design, as shown by the following specimens, 
of which the first leans more to the yaim, while the 
second seems rather of the coniferous t) pc. (bigs. 
No. 63 and 65.) It is probable that such artificial 
trees, made up of boughs — perhaps of the p.dm and 
cypress — tied together and intertwined with rib- 
bons (something like our Maypoles of old), were set 
up in the temples as reminders of the sacred sym- 
bol, and thus gave rise to the fixed type which re- 
mains inv^ariable both^in such Babylonian works of 
art as wc possess and on the Assyrian sculptures, 
where the tree, or a portion of it, appears not only 
in the running ornaments on the walls but on seal 
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cylinders and even in the embrdidery on the robes 
of kings. In the latter case indeed, it is almost 
certain, from the belief in talismans which the 
Assyrians had inherited, along with the whole of 
their religion from the Chaldean mother country, 
that this ornament was selected not only as ap- 
propriate to the sacredncss of the royal person, but 
^ a consecration and protection. The holiness of 
the symbol is further evidenced by the ^cneeling 
posture of the animals which sometimes accompany 
it (see Fig. 22, page 67), and the attitude of adora- 
tion of the human fig- 
ures, or winged spirits 
attending it* by the 
prevalence of the sa- 
cred number seven in its 
component parts, and 
by the fact that it is re- 
produced on a great 
many of those glaaed 
earthenware coffins 






64.— VVINGKD SI'IRITS HKKOKE THE 
SACRED TREE. 

(Smith's *‘ Chaldea.'*) 

which are so plentiful at Warka (ancient Erech). 
This latter fact clearly shows that the trcc-symbol 
not only meant life in general, life on earth, but 
a hope of life eternal, beyond the grave, or why 
should it have been given to the dead? These 
coffins at Warka belong, it is true, to a late pe- 
riod, some as late as a couple of hundred years 
after Christ, but the <incient traditions and their 
meaning had, beyond a doubt, been preserved^ 
Another significant detail is that the cone is fre* 
quently seen in the hands of men or spirits, and al* 




55.-*«AR00N of ASSYRIA BEFORE THE SACRED TRIE- 
(Perrot and f/iilpiM.) 
m r 
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ways in a way connected with worship or auspicious 
protection ; sometimes it is held to the king’s nos- 
trils by his attendant protecting spirits, (known by 
their wings) ; a gesture of unmistakable significancy, 
since in ancient languages “ the breath of the nos- 
trils ** is s>’^onymous with “ the breath of life.” 

9. There cafn be no association of ideas more 
natural than that of vegetation, as represented by a 
tree, with life. By its perpetual growth jyid devel- 
opment, its wealth of branches and foliage, its blos- 
soming and fruit-bearing, it is a noble and striking 
illustration of the world in the widest sense — the 
Uhiverse, the Cosmos, while the sap which courses 
cquall)^ through the trunk and through the veins of 
the smallest leaflet, drawn by an incomprehensible 
process through invisible roots from the nourishing 
earth, still more forcibly suggests that mysterious 
principle, Life, which we f/iink we understand be- 
cause we see its effects and feel it in ourselves, 
but the sources ’vhich will never be reached, 
as the problem of it will never be solved, either 
by the prjing of experimental ^science or the 
musings of contemplative speculation; life eter- 
nal, also, — for the workings of nature are eternal, 
— and the tree that is black and lifeless to-day, 
we know from long experience is not dead, but 
will revive in the fulness of time, and bud, and 
grow and bear again. All these things we know 
are the effects of lawjj; but the ancients attributed 
them to living Powers, — the ChtiiONIC POWERS 
(from the Greek word Chthon, earth, soil 
which have by some later and dreamy thinkers beai 
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called weirdly but not unaptly, “the Mothers,” 
mysteriously at work in the depths of silence and 
darkness, unseen, unreachable, and inexhaustibly 
productive. Of these powers again, what more per- 
fect symbol or representative than the Tree, as 
standing for vegetation, one for all, the part for the 
whole It lies so near that, in later times, it was 
enlarged, so as to embrace the whole universe, in 
the majestic conception of the Cosmic Tree which 
has its roots on earth and heaven for its crown, 
while its fruit arc the golden apples — the stars, and 
Fire, — the red lightning. 

lo. All these suggestive and poetical fancies would* 
in themselves suffice to make the tree-symbol a 
■favorite one among so thoughtful and profound a 
people as the old Chaldeans. But there is some- 
thing more. It is intimately connected with an- 
other tradition, common, in some form or other, to 
all nations who have attained a sufficiently high 
grade of culture to make their mark in the world 
—that of an original ance.stral a^bodc, beautiful, 
happy, and remote, a Paradise. It is usually imag- 
ined as a great mountain, watered by springs which 
become great rivers, bearing one or more trees of 
wonderful properties and sacred character, and is 
considered as the principal residence of the gods. 
Each nation locates it according to its own knowl- 
edge of geography and vague, half-obliterated 
ories. Many tcxts,*both in the old Accadian ahd 
the Assyrian languages, abundantly prove that 010 
Chaldean religion preserved a distinct and reWif- 
ent conception of such a mountain, and ptocod It 
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in the far north or north-east, calling it the ** Father 
of Countries/* plainly an allusion to the original 
abode of man — the “ Mountain of Countries/* (i.c., 
“ Chief Mountain of the World **) and also ArallU, 
because there, where the gods dwelt, they also im- 
agined the entrance to the Arali to be the Land of 
the Dead, Tficre, too, the heroes and great men 
were to dwell forever after their death. There is 
the land with a sky of silver, a soil '\^hich pro- 
duces crops without being cultivated, where bless- 
ings arc for food and rejoicing, which it is hoped 
the king will obtain as a reward for his piety af- 
ter having enjoyed all earthly goods during his* 
life.* In an old Accadian hymn, the sacred mount, 
which is identical with that imagined as the pillar 
joining heaven and earth, the pillar around which 
the heavenly spheres revolve, (see page 153) — is 
called the mountain of Bel, in the east, whose 
double head reaches unto the skies ; which is like 
to a mighty buffalo at rest, whose double horn 
sparkles as a sunbeam, as a star/* So vivid was the 
conception in the popular mind, arid so great the 
reverence entertained for it, that it was attempted 
to reproduce the type of the holy mountain in the 
palaces of their kings and the temples of their gods. 
That is one of the reasons why they built both on 
artificial hills. There is in the British Museum a 
sculpture from Koyunjik, representing such a tem- 
ple, or perhaps palaq.', on the summit of a mound, 
converted into a garden and watered by a stream 


• Francis Lenomiant, ** Orlginctt dc THiiHoirc,” Vol. II., p, ijo. 
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which issues from the “hanging garden*' on the 
right, the latter being laid out on a platform of 
masonry raised ftn arches ; the water was brought 
up by machinery. It is a perfect specimen of a 



“ Paradise/’ as these artificial parks were called by 
the Greeks, who took the wefrd (meaning “ patk ’* 
or “ garden ”) from the Persians, who, in their turn, 
had borrowed the thing from the Assyrians and 
Babylonians, when they conquered the latter’s em- 
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pire. The Ziggurat^ or pyramT^al construction in 
stages, with the temple or shrine on the top, also 
owed its peculiar shape to the same original concep- 
tion : as the gods dwelt on the summit of the 
Mountain of the World, so their shrines should 



69,— l»LA?( OF A ZIGGCRAT. 

(PerffuC an«J CtitfMOj'.) 

occupy a position as much like their residence 
the feeble means of imn would permit* That thii 
is no idle fancy is proved by the very name of 
gurat,*’ which means ** tmuntain and also fy 

the names of some of these temples: one of the <44*^ 
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est and most famous indeed, in ihc city of Asshur, 
was named the House of the Mountain of Coun- 
tries/" An excellent representation of a Ziggurat, 
as it must have looked with its surrounding palm 
grove by a river, is given us on a sculptured slab, 
also from Koyunjik. The original is evidently a 
small one, of probably five stages^ besides the 
platform on which it is built, with Us* two sym* 
metrical paths up the ascent. Some, like 
temple at Ur. liaci only three stages, others tagain 
seven — always one of the three sacred numbers: 
three, correspomling to the divine Triad ; five, to the 
five planets ; seven, to the planets, sun and moon. 
The famous Temple of the Seve i Spheres at Bofsip 
(the Birs-Nimrud), often mentioned already, and 
Tebuilt by Nebuchadnezzar about f^oo KC. from a far 
older structure, as he explains in his inscription (see 
p. 72'), was probably the most gorgeous, as it was the 
largest ; besides, it is the oni\’ one of which we have 
detailed and reliable descriptions and measurements, 
which may best be given in this place, almost cn- 
tirely in the words of George Rawlinsftn:* 

n. The temple is raised on a platform exception- 
ally low only a few feet above the level of the 
plain ; the entire height, including the platform, Kras 
156 feet in a perpendicular line. The stages — ^of 
which the four upper were lower than the first three 
— receded equally on three sides, but doubly as much 
on the fourth, })robably in order to present a more 
imposing front from the plain, and an easier ascent4 


♦ “ Five Monarchic*,** VuJ. III., pp. jSo-jSr. 
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The orBamentation of the edifice was chiefly by 
means of color. The seven Stages represented the 
Seven Spheres, in which moved, according to an- 
cient Chaldean astronomy, the seven planets. To 
each planet fancy, partly grounding itself upon fact, 
had from of ol(| assigned a peculiar tint or hue. 
The Sun (Shamash) was golden ; the Moon (Sin or 
f^aitnar), silver ; the distant Saturn (Adar), almost 
beyond the region of light, was black: Jupiter 
(Marduk) was orange; the fiery Mars‘ (Nergal) was 
red; Venus (Ishtar) was a pale yellow; Mercury 
(Nebo or Nabu, whose shrine stood on the top 
stage), a deep blue. The seven stages of the tower 
gave a visible embodiment to these fancies. The 
basement stage, assigned to Saturn, was blackened 
by means of a coating of bitumen spread over the 
face of the masonry; the second stage, assigned to 
Jupiter, obtained the appropriate orange color ,by 
means of a facing of burnt bricks of that hue ; the 
third stage, that of Mars, was made blood-red by 
the use of half-burnt bricks formed qt a bright-red 
clay ; the fourth stage, assigned to the Sun, appeam 
to have been actually covered with thin plates of 
gold ; the fifth, the stage of Venus, received a pale, 
yellow tint from the employment of bricks of that 
hue ; the sixth, the sphere of Mercur>% was giveh ah 
azure tint by vitrifaction, the whole stage having 
been subjected to an intense heat after it was 
erected, whereby the bricks composing it WTre con* 
verted into a mass of b^ue slag ; the seventh 
that of the moon, was probably, like the fourthi’ 
coated w ith actual plates of metal. Thus the build^ 
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ing rose up in striiJes of varied color, arranged al- 
most as nature's cunning hand arranges hues in the 
rainbow, tones of red coming first, succeeded by a 
broad stripe of yellow, the yellow being followed 
by blue. Above this the glowing silvery summit 
melted into the bright sheen of th^ sky. . . . The 
Tower is to be regarded as fronting the north-east, 
the coolest side, and that least exposed to the sun’s 
rays frorti the time that they become oppressive in 
Babylonia. On this side was the ascent, Which con- 
sisted probably of a broad staircase extending along 
the whole front of the building. The side platforms, 
at any rate of the first and second stages, probably 
of all, were occupied by a series of chambers. . . . 
In these were doubtless lodged the priests and other 
attendants upon the temple serviefe. ...” 

12. The interest attaching to this temple, won- 
derful as it is in itself, is greatly enhanced by the 
circumstance that its ruins have through many cent- 
uries been considered as those of the identical 
Tower of Bab^ of the Bible. Jewish literary men 
who travelled over the countr)’’ in the Middle Ages 
started this idea, which quickly spread to the West. 
It is conjectured that it was suggested by the vitri- 
fied fragments of the outer coating of the sixth, blue, 
stage, (that of Mercury or Nebo), the condition of 
which was attributed to lightning having struck the 
building. 

13. That the Ziggurats of Chaldea should have 
been used not only as pedestals to uphold shrines, 
but as observatories by the priestly astronomers 
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and astrologers, was quite in accordance with the 
strong mixture of star-worship grafted on the older 
religion, and with the power ascribed to the 
heavenly bodies over the acts and destinies of men. 
These constructions, therefore, were fitted for astro- 
nomical uses by being very carefully placed with 
their corners pointing exactly to tht; four cardinal 
points — North, South, East and West. Only two 
exceptions have been found to this rukv one in 
Babylon, and the Assyrian Ziggurat at Kalah, 
(Nimrud) explored by Layard, of which the sides, 
not the corners, face the cardinal points. For the 
Assyrians, who carried their entire culture and re- 
ligion northward from their ancient home, also 
retained this consecrated form of architecture, with 
the difference that with them the Ziggurats were 
not temple and observatorj' in one, but only obser- 
vatories attached t-o the temples, which were built 
on more independent principles and a larger scale, 
often covering as much ground as a palace. 

14. The singular orientation of the Chaldean Zig- 
gurats (subsequently retained by the Assyrians), — 
i.e., the manner in which they arc placed, turned to 
the cardinal points with their angles, and not with 
their faces, as arc the Egyptian pyramids, with 
only one exception.— has long been a puzzle which 
no astronomical considerations were sufficient to 
solve. But quite lately, in 1883, Pinches. Geo. 
Smith’s successor in ihe British Museum, found 
a smull tablet, giving lists of signs, eclipses, etc, 
affecting the various countries, and containinjg 



LEGENDS AND STOEIES, 


28^ 

th^ following shoiH: geographical notice, in illus- 
tration of the position assigned to the cardinal 
points: ** The .South is Elam, the North is Ac- 
cad, the East is Suedin and Gutium, the West is 
Phoenicia. On the right is Accad, on the left is 
Elam, in front is Phoenicia, behind are Suedin and 
Gutium.” In order to appreciate* the bearing of 
this bit of* topography on the question in hand, we 
must examine an ancient map, when we shall at once 
perceive that •the direction given by the tablet to 
the South (Elam) answers to our South-East ; that 
given to the North (Accad) answers to our North* 
IVrst; while JVrst (Phoenicia, i.e,, the coast-land of 
the Mediterranean, down almost to Eg>^pt) stands 
for our South-West y and East (Gutium, the high- 
lands where the Armenian mountains join the Za- 
gros, now Kurdish Mountains,) for our North-East. 
If we turn the map so that the. Persian Gulf shall 
come in a perpendicular line under Babylon, we 
shall produce the desired effect, and then it will 
strike us that the Ziggurats did face the cardinal 
points, according to Chaldean geography, ivith their 
sides, and that the discovery of the small tablet, as 
was remarked on the production of it, “settles the 
difficult question of the difference in orientation be- 
tween the Assyrian and Egyptian monuments.” It 
was further suggested that the two systems of car- 
dinal points originated no doubt from two differ- 
ent races, and their determin^ition was due probably 
to the geographical position of the primitive hqpte of 
each race.** Now the South-West is called “the 
Jjront,*’ “ and the migrations of the people therefore 
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must have been from North- Eaill: to South-West/’^ 
This beautifully tallies with the hypothesis, or con- 
jecture, concerning the direction from which the 
Shumiro-Accads descended into the lowlands by 
the Gulf (sec pp. 146-8), and, moreover, leads us to 
the question whether the fact of the great Ziggurat 
of the Seven Spheres at Borsip facing the North- 
East with its front may not have some connection 
with the holiness ascribed to that region a% the orig- 
inal home of the race and the scat, of that sacred 
mountain so often mentioned as “ the Great Moun- 
tain of Countries ” (sec p. 280), doubly sacred, as the 
meeting-place of the gods and the place of entrance 
to the ** Arallu *’ or Lower World.+ 

15. It is to be noted that the conception of the 
divine grove or garden with its sacred tree of life 
was sometimes separated from that of the holy 
primeval mountain and transferred by tradition to 
a more immediate and accessible neighborhood- 
That the city and district of Babylon may have been 
the centre of such a tradition is possibly shown 
by the most ancient Accadian nani6 of the former 
— Tin-TIR-ki meaning “the Place of Life/’ while 
the latter was called Gan-DukyasH or KaR- 
DUNYASif — “the garden of the god Dunyash/’ 

♦ See Proceedings of the Society <»f Riblical Ardneology,” 

1883, pp. 74-76, and ** Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society,** Vol# 
XVI., 1S84, p. 30a. 

f The one exception to iRc above rule of orientation among IImi 
Ziggni'ata of Chaldea is that of the temple of Bel, in Bahykn^ 
(E-Sagcila in the old langaage,) which is orientrcl in the tnual 
•--lU sides facing the nal North, South, East and West 
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(probably one of tlie names of the god fea) — an ap- 
pellation which this district, although situated in 
the land of Acc^d or Upper Chaldea, preserved to 
the latest times as distinctively its own. Another 
sacred grove is spoken of as situated in Eridhu. 
This city, altogether the most ancient we have any 
mention of, was situated at the then mouth of the 
Euphrates,* in the deepest and flattest of lowlands, 
a sort oS borderland between earth and sea, and 
therefore verj^ appropriately consecrated to the 
great spirit of both, the god £a, the amphibious 
Cannes. It was so much identified with him, that 
in the Shumirian hymns and conjurings his son 
Mefidug is often simply inv^oked as “ Son of 
Eridhu.” It must have been the oldest seat of 
that spirit-worship and sorcerer-priesthood which 
we find crystallized in the earliest Shumiro-Accadian 
sacred books. This prodigious antiquity carries us 
to something like 5000 years B.C., which explains 
the fact that the ruins of the place, near the modem 
Arab village of Abu-Shahrein, are now so far re- 
moved from tbe sea, being a considerable distance 
even from the junction of the two rivers where 
they form the Shat-el-arab. The sacred grove of 
Eridhu is frequently referred to, and that it was 
l^nnected with the tradition of the tree of life we 
febe from a fragment of a most ancient hymn, which 
tells of “a black pine, growing at Eridhu, sprung 
up in a pure place, with roots^of lustrous crystal ex- 
tending downwards, even into the deep, mafking 
the centre of the earth, in the dark forest into the 
heart whereof mar hath not penetrated/' Might 
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not this be the reason why the wood of the pine 
was so much used in charms and conjuring, as the 
surest safeguard against evil influences, and its very 
shadow was held wholesome and sacred ? But we 
return to the legends of the Creation and primeval 
world. 

i6. Mumniu-Tiamat, the impersonation of chaos, 
the power of darkness and lawlessness, docs not 
vanish from the scene when He! puts aji end to 
her reign, destroys, by the sheers force of light 
and order, her hideous progeny of monsters and 
frees from her confusion the germs and rudimen- 
tal forms of life, which, under the new tind di^' 
vine dispensation, are to expand and combine into 
the beautifully varied, yet harmonious world we 
live in. Tiamat becomes the sworn enemy of the 
gods and their creation, the great princiide of ofV 
position and destruction. When the missing texts 
come to light, — if ever they do - it will probably be 
found that the serpent who tempts the woman in 
the famous cylinder, is none other than a form of 
the rebellious and vindictive Tiamat, who is called 
now a “ Dragon,'* now “ the Great Serpent." At 
last the hostility cannot be ignored, and things come 
to a deadly issue. It is determined in the council 
of the gods that one of them must fight the wicked 
dragon; a complete suit of armor is made and ex- 
hibited by Anu himself, of which the sickle-shaped 
sword and the beautifully bent bow are the princi- 
pal features. It is Bel who dares the venture and 
goes forth on a matchless war chariot, armed witli 
the sword, and the bow, and his great weapon^ the 
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thunderbolt, sending* the lightning before him and 
scaiiering arrows around. Tiamat, the Dragon of 
the Sea, came out to meet him, stretching her im- 
mense body along, bearing death and destruction, 
and attended by her followers. The god rushed on 
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the monster with such violence that he threw her 
down and was already fastening fetters on her 
limbSy when she uttered a grea^ shout and started 
up and attacked the righteous leader of the gods« 
while banners were raised on both sides as at a 
pitched battle. Meridug drew his sword and 
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wounded her; at the same <ime a violent wind 
struck against her face. She opened her jaws to 
swallow up Meridug, but before she couM close 
them he bade the wind to enter into her body. It 
entered and filled her with its violence, shook her 

heart and tore her entrails and subdued her cour- 

< 

age. Then the god bound her, and put an end 
to her works, wliilc her followers stood amazed, 
then broke their lines and fled, full of fear, seeing 
that Tiamat, their leader, was conquered. There 
she lay, her weapons broken, herself like a sword 
thrown down on the ground, in the dark and bound, 
conscious of her bondage and in great grief, her 
might suddenly broken by fear. 

17. The battle of Bel-Marduk and the Dragon 
was a favorite incident in the cycle of Chaldean tra* 
dition, if we judge from the number of representa- 
tions we have of it on Babylonian cylinders, and 
even on Assyrian wall-sculptures. The texts which 
relate to it are, howev^er, in a frightful state of mu- 
tilation, and only the last fragment, describing the 
final combat, can be read and translated with any- 
thing like completeness. With it ends the series 
treating of the Cosmogony or Beginnings of the 
World. But it may be completed by a few more le- 
gends of the same primitive character and preserved 
on detached tablets, in double text, as usual-— Acca- 
dian and Assyrian. To these belongs a poem nar- 
rating the rcbellioni already alluded to, (see p. l8a,) 
of the seven evil spirits, originally the messengeiB 
and throne-bearers of the gods, and their W'ar agilllit 
the moon, the whole being evidently a fancifill ran- 
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dering of an eclipse. Those wicked gods, the 
rebel spirits/* of whom one is likened to a leopard, 
and one to a serpent, and the rest to other animals 
— suggesting the fanciful shapes of storm-clouds — 
while one is said to be the raging south wind, began 
the attack “ with evil tempest, baleful wind,** and 

from the foundations of the heaveps like the light* 
ning they darted.*’ The lower region of the sky 
was reduced to its primeval chaos, and the gods sat 
in anxious council. The moon-god (Sin), the sun- 
god (Shamash), and the goddess Ishtar had been 
appointed to sway in close harmony the lower sky 
and to command the hosts of heaven; but when the 
moon god was attacked by the seven spirits of evil, 
his companions basely forsook him, the sun-god re- 
treating to his place and Ishtar taking refuge in the 
highest heaven (the heaven of Anu). Nebo is de- 
spatched to £a, who sends his son Meridug with this 
instruction : — “ Go, my son Meridug ! The light erf 
the sky, my son, even the moon-god, is grievously 
darkened in heaven, and in eclipse from heaven is 
vanishing. Those seven wicked gods, the serpents 
of death who fear not, are waging unequal war with 
the laboring moon.** Meridug obeys his father’s 
bidding, and overthrows the seven powers of dark- 
ness.* 

18. There is one more detached legend known 
from the surviving fragments of Berosus, also 
posed to be derived from ancient Accadian texti: 
it Is that of the great tower and the confusion i|i 


* See A. n. Sayce, ** Babylonian Literature,’* p, jj. 
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tongues. One such*text has indeed been found by 
the indefatigable George Smith, but there is just 
enough left of it*to be very tantalizing and very un- 
satisfactory. The narrative in Berosus amounts to 
this : thatmeQ having grown beyond measure proud 
and arrogant, so as to deem themielves superior 
even to the, gyds, undertook to build an immense 
tower, to scale the sky; that the gods, offended 
with this •presumption, sent violent winds to over- 
throw the construction when it had already reached 
a great height, and at the same time caused men to 
speak different languages, — probably to sow dissen- 
sion ;imong them, and prevent their ever again unit- 
ing in a common enterprise so daring and impious. 
The site was identified with that of Babylon itself, 
and so strong wSs the belief attaching to the legend 
that the Jews later on adopted it unchanged, and 
eenturies afterwards, as we saw above, fixed on the 
ruins of the hugest of ail Ziggurats, that of Borsip, 
as those of the great Tower of the Confusion of 
Tongues. Certain it is, that the tradition, under all 
its fanciful apparel, contains a very evident vein of 
historical fact, since it was indeed from the plains of 
Chaldea that many of the principal nations of the 
ancient East, various in race .and speech, dispersed 
to the north, the west, and the south, after having 
dwelt there for centuries as in a common cradle, 
side by side, and indeed to a great extent as one 
people. 




VII. 

MYTHS. — HEROES AND THE MVTIIICAt EPOS. 

I. The stories by which a nation attempts to ac- 
count for the mysteries of creation, to explain the 
Origin of the World, are called, in scientific Ian- 
guage, Cosmogonic Myths. The word Myth is 
constantly used in conversation, but so loosely and 
incorrectly, that it is most important once for all to 
define its proper meaning. It means simply a phe- 
nomenon of nature presented not as the result of a law 
but as the act of divine or at least superhuman persons, 
goodor rvil paivers — (for instance, the eclipse of the 
Moon described as the war against* the gods of the 
seven rebellious spirits). Further reading and prac* 
tice will show that there are many kinds of myths, 
of various origins ; but there is none, which, if prop- 
erly taken to pieces, thoroughly traced and cornered, 
will not be covered by this definition. A Myth 
has also been defined as a legend connected more 
or less closely with some religious belief, and, in its 
main outlines, handctl down from prehistoric times* 
There are only two things which can prevent tbffi 
contemplation of nature and speculation on its mys* 
teries from running into mythology: a knowledge 
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of the physical laws nature, as supplied by mod- 
em experimental science, and a strict, unswerving 
belief in the unity of God, absolute and undivided, 
as affirmed and defined by the Hebrews in so many 
places of their sacred books : The Lord he is God, 
there is none else beside him/' ‘‘ The Lord he is 
God, in Heaveij above and upon the* earth beneath 
there is none else/' “ I am the Lord, and there is 
none else,* there is no God beside me.” “ I am God 
and there is none else.” But experimental science 
is a very modern thing indeed, scarcely a few hun- 
dred years old, and Monotheism, until the propaga- 
tion of Christianity, was professed by only one small 
nation, the jews, though the chosen thinkers of other 
nations have risen to the same conception in many 
lands and man>*agcs. The great mass of mankind 
has always believed in the personal individuality of 
all the forces of nature, i.c., in many gods; every- 
thing that went on in the world was to them the 
manifestation of the feelings, the will, the acts of 
these gods — hence the myths. The earlier the 
times, the more unquestioning the belief and, as a 
necessary consequence, the more exuberant the 
creation of myths. 

2. But gods and spirits are not the only actors in 
myths. Side by side with its sacred traditions on 
the Origin of things, every nation treasures fond 
but vague memories of its own beginnings — vague, 
both from their remoteness i|ind from their not be- 
ing fixed in writing, and being therefore liable to 
the alterations and enlargements which a stor>' in- 
variably undergoes When told many times to and 
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generation to generation by oral tradition. These 
memories generally centre around a few great 
names, the names of the oldest national heroes, of 
the first rulers, lawgivers and conquerors of the na* 
tion, the men who by their genius fmdt it a nation 
out of a loose tollection of tribes or large families, 
who gave it social order and useful arts, and safety 
from its neighbors, or, perhaps, freed it from foreign 
oppressors. In their grateful admimtion for these 
heroes, whose doings naturally became more and 
more marvellous with each generation that told of 
them, men could not believe that they should have 
been mere imperfect mortals like themselves, but 
insisted on considering them as directly inspired by 
the deity in some one of the thousand shapes they 
invested it with, or as half-divine of their own na- 
ture. The consciousness of the imperfection inher- 
ent to ordinary humanity, and the limited powers 
awarded to it, has always prompted this explan^i*^ 
tion of the achievements of extraordinarily gllted 
individuals, in whatev^er line of action their excep- 
tional gifts displayed themselves. Besides, if there 
is something repugnant to human vanity in having 
to submit to the dictates of superior reason and the 
rule of superior power as embodied in mere men of 
flesh and blood, there is on the contrary something 
very flattering and soothing to that same vanity in 
the idea of having beep specially singled out as the 
objeot of the protection and solicitude of the divine 
powers ; this idea at all events takes the galling 
sting from the constraint of obedience. Henci!^ 
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tvpty iiation has veflry jealously insisted on and de- 
voutly believed in the divine origin of its rulers 
and the divine •institution of its laws and customs. 
Once it was implicitly admitted that the world 
teemed with spirits and gods, who, not content with 
attending to their particular spheges and depart- 
ments, came 2^d went at their pleasure, had walked 
the earth and directly interfered with human affairs, 
there was no reason to disbelieve any occurrence, 
however marvellous — provided it had happened 
very, very long ago. (See p. 197.) 

3. Thus, in the traditions of every ancient nation, 
there is a vast and misty tract of time, expressed, 
if at all, in figures of appalling magnitude — hun- 
dreds of thousands, n«''y, millions of years — between 
the unpierccabib gloom of an eternal past and 
ithe broad daylight of remembered, recorded his- 
‘tory. There, all is shadowy, gigantic, superhuman. 
There, gods move, dim yet visible, shrouded in 
a golden cloud of mystery and awe ; there, by 
their side, loopi other shapes, as dim but more 
familiar, human yet more than human — the Heroes, 
Fathers of races, founders of nations, the com- 
panions, th^ beloved of gods and goddesses, nay, 
their own children, mortal themselves, yet doing 
deeds of daring and might such as only the im- 
mortals could inspire and favor, the connecting 
link between these and ordinary humanity — as 
that gloaming, uncertain, shifting, but not alto- 
gether unreal streak of time is the border-lknd 
^tween Heaven and Earth, the very hot-bed of 
myth, fiction and romance. For of their favorite 
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heroes, people began to tell the same stories as 
of their gods, in modified fprms, transferred to 
their own surroundings and familiar scenes. To 
take one of the most common transformations: 
if the Sun-god waged war against tl^e demons of 
darkness and destroyed them in heaven (see p. 171), 
the hero hunted wild beasts and, rnonstcrs on 
earth, of course always victoriously. This one 
theme could be varied by the nationaU poets in 
a thousand ways and woven into a fliousand differ- 
ent stories, which come with full right under 
the head of ** myths.” Thus arose a number of 
so-called Heroic Myths, which, by dint of being 
repeated, settled into a certain defined tradi- 
tional shape, like the well-known fairy-tales of 
our nurseries, which arc the saTne everywhere 
and told in every country with scarcely any 
changes. As soon as the art of writing came 
into general use, these favorite and time-honored 
stories, which the mass of the people probably 
still receiv'^ed as literal truth, wcr^c taken down, 
and, as the work naturally devolved on priests and 
clerks, i.e., men of education and more or less 
literary skill, often themselves poets^ they were 
worked over in the process, connected, and re- 
modelled into a continuous whole. The separate 
myths, or adventures of one or more particular 
heroes, formerly recited severally, somewhat after 
the manner of the olfl songs and ballads, frequently 
became so many chapters or books in a long, well* 
ordered poem, in which they were introduced and 
distributed, often with consummate art, and toM 
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with great poetical* beauty. Such poems, of which 
several have come down to us, are called Epic 
Poems, or simply Epics. The entire mass of 
fragmentary materials out of which they are com- 
posed in the; course of time, blending almost in- 
extricably historical reality with rgythical fiction, 
IS the Epos of a race, its greatest 

intellectual treasure, from which all its late poetry 
and much of its political and religious feeling 
draws its foo8 ever after. A race that has no 
national epos is one devoid of great memories, 
incapable of high culture and political develop- 
ment, and no such has taken a place among the 
leading races of the world. All those that have 
occupied such a place at any period of the world’s 
history, have Wad their Mythic and Heroic Ages, 
brimful of wonders and fanciful creations. 

4. From these remarks it will be clear that the 
preceding two or three chapters have been treating 
of what may properly be called the Religious and 
Cosmogonic M^ths of the Shumiro-Accads and the 
Babylonians. The present chapter will be devoted 
to their Heroic Myths or Mythic Epos, as em- 
bodied in an Epic which has been in great part 
preserved, and which is the oldest known in the 
world, dating certainly from 2cxx> years B.C., and 
probably more. 

5. Of this poem the few fragments we have of 
Berosus contain no indicatidh. They only tell of 
a great deluge which took place under the lalt of 
that fabulous line of ten kings which is said to have 
begun 259,000 years after the apparition of the 
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divine Man-Fish, Cannes, ancf to have reigned 
in the aggregate a period of 432,000 year^. The 
description has always excited great interest from 
its extraordinary resemblance to that given by the 
Bible. Berosus tells how XlSUTHRO^, the last of 
the ten fabuloi^s kings, had a dream in which the 
deity announced to him that on a c^eit^in day all 
men should perish in a deluge of waters, and 
ordered him to take all the sacred writings and 
bury them at Sippar, the City of the Sun, then 
to build a ship, provide it with ample stores of 
food and drink and enter it with his family and 
his dearest friends, also animals, both birds and 
quadrupeds of cv^ery kind. Xisuthros did as he 
had been bidden. When the flood began to abate, 
on the third day after the rain had ceased to fall, 
he sent out some birds, to sec whether they would 
find any land, but the birds, having found neither 
food nor place to rest upon, returned to the ship. 
A few days later, Xisuthros once more sent the 
birds out ; but they again came bafk to him, this 
time with muddy feet. On being sent out a third 
time, they did not return at all. Xisuthros then 
knew that the land was uncovered ; ma^c an open* 
ing in the roof of the ship and saw that it was 
stranded on the top of a mountain. He came out 
of the ship with his wife, daughter and pilot, built 
an altar and sacrificed to the gods, after which he 
disappeared together •with these. When his coni-; 
panions came out to seek him they did not 
him, but a voice from heaven informed them tliaf 
he had been translated among the gods tp 
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forever, as a reward for his piety and righteousness^ 
The voice went on to command the survivors to 
return to Babylonia, unearth the sacred writings 
and make them known to men. They obeyed and, 
moreover, built many cities and restored Babylon. 

6. However interesting this account, it was re- 
ceived at second-hand and therefore Jelt to need con- 
firmation and ampler development. Besides which, 
as it stood, it lacked all indication that could throw 
light on the important question which of the two 
traditions — that reproduced by Berosus or the Bib- 
lical one — was to be considered as the oldest. Here 
again it was George Smith who had the good 
fortune to discover the original narrative (in 1872), 
while engaged in sifting and sorting the tablet- 
fragments at the British Museum. This is how it 
happened : — ** Smith found one-half of a whitish- 
yellow clay tablet, which, to all appearance, had 
been divided on each face into three columns. In 
the third column of the obverse or front side he 
read the words: ^On the mount Nizir the ship 
stood still, 'fhen I took a dove and let her fly. 
The dove flew hither and thither, but finding no 
resting-place, returned to the ship.' Smith at once 
knew that he had discovered a fragment of the 
cuneiform narrative of the Deluge. With inde- 
fatigable perseverance he set to w^ork to search the 
thousands of Assyrian tablet-fragments heaped up 
in the British Museum, fon more pieces. His 
efforts were crowned with success. He did* not 


^ Paul Haupt, ** Bar Ketlinschriftllclia Siindfitttbericht,** i8St, 
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indeed find a piece completiiig the half of the 
tablet first discovered, but he found instead frag- 
ments of two more copies of the narrative, which 
completed the text in the most felicitous manner 
and supplied several very important variations of it. 
One of these duplicates, which has been pieced out 
of sixteen little bits (see illustration p. 262), bore 
the usual inscription at the bottom : ‘ The prop- 

erty of Asshurbanipal, King of hosts, *King of 
the land of Asshur,* and contained tne information 
that the Deluge-narrative was the eleventh tablet 
of a series, several fragments of which. Smith had 
already come across. With infinite pains he put 
all these fragments together and found that the 
story of the Deluge was only an incident in a 
great Heroic Epic, a poem written in twelve 
books, making in all about three thousand lines, 
which celebrated the deeds of an ancient king of 
Erech. 

7. Each book or chapter naturally occupied a 
separate tablet. All are by no meaps equally well 
preserved. Some parts, indeed, are missing, while 
several are so mutilated as to cause serious gaps 
and breaks in the narrative, and the firgt tablet has 
not yet been found at all. Yet, with all these 
drawbacks it is quite possible to build up a very 
intelligible outline of the whole story, while the 
eleventh tablet, owing to various fortunate addi- 
tions that came to ^ight from time to time, has 
beerf restored almost completely. 

8. The epic carries us back to the time when 
Erech was the capital of Shumir, and when the 
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land was under the dominion of the Elamite con- 
querors, not passive or content, but striving man- 
fully for deli veigance. We may imagine the struggle 
to have been shared and headed by the native 
icings, whose memory would be gratefully treasured 
by later generations, and whose exploits would 
naturally became the theme of household tradition 
and poets^ recitations. So much for the bare his- 
torical groundwork of the poem. It is easily to 
be distinguislted from the rich by-play of fiction 
and wonderful adventure gradually woven into it 
from the ample fund of national myths and legends, 
which have gathered around the name of one hero- 
king, Gisduubar or IZDUBAR,* said to be a native 
of the ancient city of Marad and a direct descend- 
ant of the las% antediluvian king HAsisadra, the 
same whom Berosus calls Xisuthros. 

9. It is unfortunate that the first tablet and the 
top part of the second are missing, for thus we 
lose the opening of the poem, which w^ould prob- 
ably give us valuable historical indications. What 
there is of the second tablet shows the city of 
Erech groaning under the tyranny of the Elamite 
conquerors. Erech had been governed by the 
divine Dumuzi, the husband of the goddess Ishtar. 
He had met an untimely and tragic death, and 
been succeeded by Ishtar, who had not been able, 
however, to make a stand against the foreign in- 
vaders, or, as the text picUiresquely expresses it. 


* There are difficulties in the way of reading this name, and 
scholars are not sure that this is the right pronunciation of it; but 
they retain it, until some new di8coyei|f helps to settle the questioa 
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“to hold up her head against 4he foe." Izdubar. 
as yet known to fame only as a powerful and in- 
defatigable huntsman, then dwelt at Erech, where 
he had a singular dream. It seemed to him that 
the stars of heaven fell down and struck him on 
the back in their fall, while over Iiim stood a 

C 

terrible being, with fierce, threatening countenance 
and claws like a lion’s, the sight of whom paralyzed 
him with fear. 

lo. Deeply impressed with this dneam, which ap- 
peared to him to portend strange things, Izdubar 
sent forth to ail the most famous seers and wise 
men, promising the most princely rewards to who- 
ever would interpret it for him : he siiould be en- 
nobled with his family; he should take the high 
seat of honor at the royal fcastst he should be 
clothed in jewels and gold ; he should have seven 
beautiful wives and enjoy every kind of distinction. 
But there was none found of n isdom equal to the 
task of reading the vision. At length he heard 
of a wonderful sage, named £abAnj, far-famed for 
“ his wisdom in all things and his knowledge of 
all that is either visible or concealed,’’ but wito 
dwelt apart from mankind, in a distan^ wilderness, 
in a cave, amidst the beasts of the forest. 

With the gazelles he ate his food at night, with the beasts ol tlM 
held he associated in the daytime, with the living things of the wileff 
his heart rejoiced.’ ' 

• 

This strange being is always represented on the,,, 
Babylonian cylinders as a Man-Bull, with horns cm 
his head and a bull’s feet and tail. He was nbi' 
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easily accessible, no/ to be persuaded to come to 
Erech, even though the Sun-god, Shamash, him- 
self “opened hisjips and spoke to him from heaven,” 
making great promises on Izdubar*s behalf : — 

••They shall clothe ihcc tn royal rol>es, they shall make thee great; 
and Izdubar shalT become thy friend, and he shall place thee in a 
luxurious seat at his left hand; the kings of the%arth shall kiss thy 
feet; he shall epriejathee and make the men of Erech keep silence 
before thee.” 

The hermit was proof against ambition and re- 
fused to leave ^1 is wilderness. Then a follower of 
Izdubar, Z.MDr, the huntsman, was sent to bring 
him; but he returned alone and reported that, 
when he had approached the seer’s cave, he had 
been seized with fear and had not entered it, but 
had crawded back, cKmbing the steep bank on his 
hands and feet.* 

IT. At last Izdubar bethought him to send out 
Ishtar’s handmaidens, Shamhatu (“Grace”) and 
Harimtu (“Persuasion”), and they started for 
the wilderness under the escort of Zaidu. Sham- 
hatu was the .first to approach the hermit, but 
he heeded her little ; he turned to her companion, 
and sat down at her feet ; and when Harimtu 
(“ Persuasiog ”) spoke, bending her face towards 
him, he listened and was attentive. And she said 
to him : 

“Famous au thou. £abani, even like a god; why then associate 
with the wild things of the desert? Thy place is in the midst of 
Erech, the great city, in the temple, the seat of Anu and Ishtar, in 
the, palace of Izdubar. the man of might, who lowers amidst th^Tlead- 
era as a bull.” “ She spoke to him, and before her words the wis- 
dom of hts heart fled and vanished.*’ 

22 ' ^ 
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He answered; • 

I will go to Erecb, to the temple, the seat of Anu and Ishtar, to 
the palace of the man of might, who towers amidst the 

leaders as a bull. I will meet him and see his might. But 1 shall 
bring to Erech a lion>~let Izdubar destroy him if he can. He is 
bred in the wildeigiess and of great strength.** 



(British Museum.) 

So Zaidu and the two women went back to 
Erech, and £ab^ni went with them, leading his 
lion. The chiefs of the city received him with 
great honors and gave a splendid entertainment in 
sign of rejoicing. • 

12. It is evidently on this occasion that Izdu- 
bar conquers the seer’s csteemAy fighting and kill- 
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ing the Hon, after which the hero and the sage en- 
ter into a solemn covenant of friendship. But the 
third tablet, which contains this p^irt of the story, 
is so much mutilated as to leave much of the sub- 
stance to conjecture, while all the details, and the 
interpretation^ of the dream whicfi is probably 
given, are lost. The same is unfortunately the 
case with the fourth and fifth tablets, from* which 
we can only gather that Izdubar and tabini, who 
have become inseparable, start mi an expedition 
against the Elamite tyrant, K HUM BABA, who holds 
his court in a gloomy forest of cedars and cypresses, 
enter his palace, fall upon him unawares and kill 
him, leaving his body to be torn and devoured by 
the birds of prey, after which exploit Izdubar, as 
his friend had predicted to him, it proclaimed king 
in Erech. The sixth tablet is far better preserved, 
and gives us one of the most interesting incidents 
almost complete. 

13. After Izdubaris victor>% his glory and power 
were great, and the goddess Ishtar looked on him 
with favor and wished for his love. 

“Irdubar,*' she said, “be my husband and I will be tbjrwlfe: 
pledge thy troth to me. Thou shall drive a chiiriot of gold aJtd 
precious stones, thy days shall W marked with conquests; kings, 
princes and lords shall be subject to thee and kiss thy feet ; they 
shall bring thee tribute from mountain and valley, thy herds and 
flocks shall multiply doubly, thy mules shall be fleet, and th)r oxen 
strong tinder the yoke. Thou shall have no rival.*’ 

f 

^ut Izdubar, in his pride, rejected the love of the 
goddess ; he insulted her and taunted her with hav- 
ing loved Dumuzi and others before him. Gnqit 
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W9S the wrath of ishtar; she ascended to heaven 
and stood before her father Anu : 

^ My father, Izdubtr has insulted me. Izdubar scorns my beauty 
and spurns my love.” 

She demanded satisfaction, and Anu, at her re- 
quest, created a monstrous bull, 4vhich he sent 
against thq city of Erech. But Izdubar and his 
friend went out to fight the bull, and killed him. 



77* — rZDUltAR AND iABANl FIGHT THE HULL OF ISHTAR. — IZDUBAlt 
FIGHTS EABANl's LION (BABYLONIAN CYLINDER}. 

(Smith’s ** Chaldea. ”> 

EabSni took hold of his tail and horns, and Izdu- 
bar gave him his deathblow. They drew the heart 
out of his body and offered it to Shamash. Then 
Ishtai ascended the wall of the city, and standing 
there cursed Izdubar. She gathered her handmaid- 
ens around her and they raised loud lamentations 
over the death of the divine bull. But Izdubar 
called together his people and bade them lift up 
the body and carry it to the altar of Shamash*and 
lay it before the god. Then they washed their 
hands in the Euphrates and returned to the city. 
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where they made a feast of rejoicing and revelled 
deep into the night, while in the streets a procla- 
mation to the people of Erech was palled out, which 
began with the triumphant words : 

** Who is skilled among leaders ? Who is greak among men? la* 
dubar is skilled amepg leaders ; Izdubar is great among men.*’ 


14. But the vengeance of the offended goddess 
was not to be so easily defeated. It now fell on the 
hero in a more direct and personal^ way. Ishtar’s 



78.— IZDUBAR AND txBAHl (IIABYUINIAN CVLlHDiOt}. 
(Perrot and Cbtpita,) 


mother, the goddess Anatu, smote &ab&i}i with 
sudden death and Izdubar with a dire disease^ a 
sort of leprosy, it would appear. Mourning for his 
friend, deprived of strength and tortured with in- 
tolerable pains, he saw visions and dreams whicli 
oppressed and terrified him, and there was now H0 
wise, familiar voice to soothe and counsel him. At 
length he decided to consult his ancestor, HAshia- 
dra,** who dwelt far away, **at the mouth of 
rivers,’* and was immortal, and to ask of him hdw 
he might find healing and strength. He starti^ O** > 
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hif way alone and game to a strange country, where 
he met gigantic, monstrous beings, half men, half 
scorpions: theij feet were below the earth, while 
their heads touched the gates of heaven ; they were 
the warders of the sun and kept their watch over 
its rising anS setting. They said one to another: 
** Who is this that comes to us with* the mark of the 
divine wrafh tm his body ?** Izdubar made his per- 
son and, errand known to them; then they gave 
him directions^how to reach the land of the blessed 

at the mouth ol the rivers, 

but warned him that the way 
was long and full of hard- 
ships. He set out again 
and crossed a vast tract of 
countr>% where there was 
nothing but sand, not one 
cultivated field ; and he 
’walked on and on, never 
looking behind him, until he came to a beautiful 
grove by the seaside, where the trees bore fruits 
of emerald and other precious stones; this grove 
was guarded by two beautiful maidens, SiDURl 
and Sabitu, but they looked with mistrust on the 
stranger with the mark of the gods on his body, 
and closed their dwelling against him. 

* 15. And now Izdubar stood by the shore of the 

Waters of Death, which are wide and deep, and 
separate the land of the H>png from that of the 
blessed and immortal dead. Here he encountered 
the ferryman Urub£l; to him he opened his heart 
and spoke of the friend whom he had loved and 
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lost, and Urubdl topic him into his ship. For one 
month and fifteen days they sailed on the Waters 
of Death, unti^ they reached that distant land by 
the mouth of the rivers, where Izdubar at length 
met his renowned ancestor face to face, and, even 
while he prayed for his advice and assistance, a 
very natural feeling of curiosity prompted him to 
ask ‘‘how Ke*came to be translated alive into the 
assembly, of the gods/* Hasisadra, with great com- 
plaisance, answered his descendant’s question and 
gave him a full account of the Deluge and his own 
share in that event, after which he informed him in 
what way he could be freed from the curse laid on 
him by the gods. Then turning to the ferrj^man : 

♦* UruMI, the man whom thou hast brought hither, behold^ disease 
has covered his bwiy, sickness has destroyed the strength of his 
limbs. Take him with thee, Urubfil, and purify him in the waters, 
that his disease may be changed into beauty, that he may throw off 
his sickness and the waters carry it away, that health may cover his 
skin, and the hair of hi.s head be restored and descend in flowing 
locks down to his garment, that he may go his way and return to his 
ow'n country.” 

• 

i6. When all had been done according to H^sis- 
adra’s instruction, Izdubar, restored to health and 
vigor, took leave of his ancestor, and entering the 
ship once more was carried back to the shore of the 
living by the friendly Urubfil, who accompanied him 
all the way to Erech. But as they approached the 
city tears flowed down the hero’s face and his heart 
was heavy within him for his lost friend, and he 
once more raised his voice in lamentation for Him : 

“ Thou Ukest no part in the noble feast ; to the assembly they call 
thee not; thou liftest not the bow from the ground; what is hit by 
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the bow is not for thee ; thy hand grasps ijpt the club and stakes not 
the prey, nor stretches thy foeman dehd on the earth. The wife thou 
lovest thou kissest not ; the wife thou hatest thou strikest not. The 
child thou lovest thou kissest not; the child thou hatest thou.strik* 
est not. The might of the earth has swallowed thee. O Darkness, 
Darkness, Mother Darkness ! thou enfoldest him like a mantle ; like 
a deep well thou enclosest him I ” ♦ 

Thus Izdubaf mourned for his friend, and went in- 
to the temple of Bel, and ceased not frorft lamenting 
and cry^'ng to the gods, till £a mercifully inclined 
to his prayer and sent his son Mg*idug to bring 
fiabani’s spirit out of the dark world of shades into 
the land of the blessed, there to live forever among 
the heroes of old, reclining on luxurious couches 
and drinking the pure water of eternal springs. 
The poem ends with a vivid description of a war- 
rior’s funeral ; ^ 

** I sec him who has been slain in battle. His father and mother 
hold his head; his wife weeps over him; his friends stand around; 
his prey lies on the ground uncovered and unheeded. The van- 
quished captives follow; the f<.M»d provided in the tents h con- 
sumed.” 

17. The incident of the Deluge, \fhich hail been 
merely mentioned above, not to interrupt the nar- 
rative by its disproportionate length, (the cleveitth 
tablet being the best preserved of all), isf too impor- 
tant not to be given in full.* 

“ 1 will tell thee, Izdubar, how I was saved from the flood,” 
Hfisisadra, in answer to his descendants^ question, ** also will 1 1^||? 
part to thee the decree of the great gods. Thou knowest Stirippii^ 
the city that is by the Euphrilcs. This city was already very andk^ 
when tbe gods were moved in their hearts to ordain a great delict 

•Translated from the German version of Paul Haopt, “tier Hjil* 
Inacbriftliche Siindfluthbericht.’* ^ 
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all of tliem> their father^ Anu, their councillor the warlike Bel, their 
throne4)e8rer Ninib, their leader Ennugi. The lord ol inscrutable 
wisdom, the god £a, was with them and imparted to me their decisioru 
* Listen.* he said, ‘and attend 1 Man of Surippak, son of Ubaratutii,* 
go out of thy house and build thee a ship. They arc willed to destroy 
the seed of life ; but thou preserve it and bring into the ship seed of 
every kind of U#e. The ship which thou shalt build let it be • . • • 
in lengtli, and .... in width and height,! an4 cover it also with a 
deck.* When I l^ard this I spoke to fea, my lord: ‘If I construct 
the ship as thou biddest me, O lord, the people and their ciders will 
laugh at me.* But fea opened his lips once more and spoke to me 
his servant: ‘Men have rel)elled against me, and 1 will do judgment 
on them, high aticl*low. Hut do thou close tlie door of the ship when 
the time comes and I tell thee of it. Then enter the .ship and bring 
into it thy store of grain, all thy proi>erty, thy family, thy men-ser- 
vants and thy women-servants, and also thy next of kin. The cattle 
of the fields, the wild lieasts of the fields, I shall send to thee myselL 
that they may l>e safe behind thy door.’ — Then I built the ship and 
provided it with stores of frod and drink; I divided the interior into 
. . , . compartme^s.t I saw to the chinks and filled them; I 
poured bitumen over its outer side and over its inner side. All that 
1 possessed 1 brought together and stowed it in the ship; all that 
I had of gold, of silver, of the seed of life of every kind ; all ray men- 
servants and my woraen-ser^ants, the cattle of the field, the wild 
bea.sts of the field, and also my nearest friends. Then, when Sha- 
mash brought round the appointed time, a voice spoke to me: — 
‘This evening the.heavens will rain destruction, wherefore go thou 
into the ship and close thy door. I'hc aptx>inted time has come,* 
spoke the voice, * this evening the heavens will rain destruction.’ 
And greatly I feared the sunset of that day, the day on which I was 
to begin my vpyage. I was sore afraid. Yet I entered into the ship 
and closed the door liehind me, to shut off the ship. And I confided 
the great ship to the pilot, with all its freight. — Then a great black 
cloud rises from the depths of the heavens, and Ramtn thunders 
In the midst of it, while Nebo and Nergal encounter each other, and 
the Throne-bearers walk over mountains and vales. The mighty god 
of Pestilence lets loose the whirlwinds^ Ninib unceasingly makes the 


* The ninth king in the fabulous list of teiu 
I The figures unfortunately obliterated 
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canals to overflow ; the Anunnaki bring up floods from the depths 
of the earth, which quakes at their violence. Rara^n’s mass of wa- 
ters rises even to heaven; light is changed into darkness. Confu- 
sion and devastation fills the earth. Brother lodks not after brother, 
men have no thought for one another. In the heavens the very gods 
are afraid ; they seek a refuge in the highest heaven of Anu ; as a 
dog in its lair, the gods crouch by the railing of* heaven. Ishtar 
cries aloud with sorrovr: * Behold, all is turned into mud, as I fore- 
told to the gods 1 I prophesied this distaster aiu^the^ extermination 
of my creatures — men. But 1 do not give them birth that they may 
fill the sea like the brood of fishes.' Then the gods wc^H with her 
and sat lamenting on one spot. For six days and seven nights wind, 
flood and storm reigned supreme ; but at dawn of the seventh day 
the tempest decreased, the waters, which had battled like a mighty 
host, abated their violence; the sea retired, and storm and flood 
both ceased. I steered alxjut the sea, lamenting that the homesteads 
of men were changed into mud. The corpses drifted about like 
logs. I opened a port-hole, and when the light of day fell on my 
face 1 shivered and sat down and wept. I steered over the countries 
which now were a terrible .sea. Then a piece of ^iid rose out of the 
waters. The ship steered towards the land Nizir. The mountain 
of the land Nizir held fast the ship and did not let it go. Thus it 
w’as on the first and on the second day, on the third and the fourth, 
also on the fifth and sixth days. At dawn of the seventh day I took 
out a dove and sent it f(»rth. The dove went forth to and fro, but 
found no resting-place and returned. Then I took out a iwallow 
and sent it forth. 'I'he swallow went forth, to and fro, but found no 
resting-place and returned. Then I took out a raven and sent it 
forth. The raven went forth, and when it .saw that the waters had 
abated, it came near again, cautiously wading through the water, but 
did not return. Then 1 let out all the animals, to th« four wincU of 
heaven, and offered .1 .sacrifice. I raised an altar on the higheat 
summit of the mountain, placed the .sacred vessels on it seven by 
seven, and spread reeds, cedar-wood and sweet herbs under them. 
The gods smelled a savor ; the gods smelled a sweet savor ; like IISes 
they swarmed around the sacrifice. And when the goddess lihtar 
came, she spread out on high ftie great bows of her father Anu * By 
the neddace of my neck,' she said, ' I shall be mindful of these dayit 
never shall I lose the memory of them I May all the gods come lo 
the altar ; Bel alone shall not come, for that he controlled not his 
wrath, and brought on the deluge, and gave up my men to dtstrijio* 
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tion** When after that Bel came nigh and saw the ship, he was per* 
plexed, and his heart was filled with anger against the gods and 
against the spirits of Heaven : — ‘ Not a soul shall escape,’ he cried ; 

* not one man shall^come alive out of destruction ! ’ Then the god 
Ninth opened his lips and spoke, addressing the warlike Bel:*— 

* Who but £a can have done this? I^a knew, and informed him of 
everything.* Xhen opened his lips and spoke, addressing the 
warlike Bel: — ‘Thou art the mighty leader ^of the gods: but why 
hast thou acted thus recklessly and brought on this deluge ? Let the 
sinner suffer* for\is sin and the evil-doer for his misdeeds ; but to 
this man be gracious that he may not be destroyed, and incline tow- 
ards him* favorably, that he may be preserved. And instead of 
bringing on anotMhr deluge, let lions and hyenas come and take from 
the number of men; send a famine to unpeople the earth; let the 
god of Pestilence lay men low. I have not imparted to Hisisadra 
the decision of the great gods : I only sent him a dream, and he un- 
derstood the warning.* — Then Bel came to his senses. He entered 
the ship, took hold of my hand and lifted me up ; he also lifted up 
my wife and laid her hand in mine. Then he turned towards us, 
stood between us ^nd spoke this blessing on us : — ‘ Until now H&sis* 
adra was only human: but now he shall be raised to be equal with 
the gods, together with his wife. He shall dwell in the distant land, 
by the mouth of the rivers.’ Then they took me and translated me 
to tho distant land by the m<9uth of the rivers.” 

18. Such is the great Chaldean Epic, the discovery 
of which proUuced so profound a sensation, not to 
say excitement, not only among special scholars, 
but in the reading world generally, while the full 
importance of it in the history of human culture 
cannot yet be realized at this early stage of our his- 
torical studies, but will appear more and more 
clearly as their course takes us to later nations and 
other lands. We will here linger over the poem 
only long enough to justify and explain th^ name 
given to it in the title of this chapter, of “ Mythi- 
cal Epos/’ 
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19. Were the hero Izdubar a purely human per* 
son, it would be a matter of much wonder how the 
small nucleus of historical fact whicji the story of 
his adventures contains should have become en- 
twined and overgrown with such a disproportionate 
quantity of the most extravagant fiction, oftentimes 
downright monsfrous in its fancifulness. But the 
story is one far older than that of any*mere human 
hero and relates to one far mightier: it is the story 
of the Sun in his progress through the year, retrac- 
ing his career of increasing splendor as the spring 
advances to midsummer, the height of his power 
when he reaches the month represented in the Zo- 
diac by the sign of the Lion, then the decay of his 
strength as he pales and sickens in the autumn, and 
at last his restoration to youth and wigor after hd 
has passed the Waters of Death — Winter, the death 
of the year, die season of nature’s deathlike torpor, 
out of which the sun has not Strength sufficient to 
rouse her, until spring comes back and thc^irclc 
begins again. An examination of the Accadian cal- 
endar, adopted by the more scientifically inclitietl 
Semites, shows that the names of most of the 
months and the signs by which they were repre- 
sented on the maps of the corresponding* constclla^ 
tions of the Zodiac, directly answer to various inci* 
dents of the poem, following, too, in the same 01?^ 
der, which is that of the respective seasons of the 
year, — which, be it not^d, began with the spring, in 
the middle of our month of March. If we compart 
the calendar months with the tablets of the poat 
we will find that they, in almost every case, cpiw* 
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Jpond* As the hrst^ablet is unfortunately still miss- 
ing* we cannot judge how far it may have answered 
to the name of the first month — “the /\ltar of Bel/' 
But the second month, called that of “ the Propi- 
tious Bull/' or the “ Friendly Bull," very well corre- 
sponds to th& second tablet which ends with Izdu- 
bar's sending for the seer feabini, haff bull half man, 
while the nanlle and sign of the third, “the Twins," 
clearly alludes to the bond of friendship concluded 
between the two heroes, who became inseparable. 
Their victory over the tyrant Khumbaba in the 
fifth tablet is symbolized by the sign representing 
the victory of the Lion over the Bull, often abbre- 
viated into that of the Lion alone, a sign plainly 
enough interpreted by the name “ Month of Fire," 
so appropriate to the hottest and driest of seasons 
even in moderate climes — July-August. What 
« makes this interpretation absolutely c6nclusive is 
the fact that in the s]^mbolical imagery of all the 
poetry of the East, the Lion represents the princi- 
ple of heat, of fire. The seventh tablet, containing 
the wooing of t*he hero by the goddess Ishtar, is too 
plainly reproduced in the name of the correspond- 
ing month, “the Month of the Message of Ishtar," 
to need exf)lanation. The sign, too, is that of a 
woman with a bow, the usual mode of representing 
the goddess. The sign of the eighth month, “ the 
Scorpion," commemorates the gigantic Warders of 
the Slin, half men half scorpions, whom Izdubar 
encounters when he starts on his journey tot the 
land of the dead. The ninth month is called “ the 
Cloudy," surely a meet name for November-De- 
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cember, and in no way inconsistent with the con- 
tents of the ninth tablet, which shows Izdubar nav- 

I 

‘ igating the ‘‘ Waters of Death/* In the tenth 
month (December-January), the sun reaches his 
very lowest point, that of the winter solstice with 
its shortest days, whence the name “ Month of the 
Cavern of the Setting Sun,” and the tenth tablet 
tells how Izdubar reached the goal (f{ his journey, 
the land of the illustrious dead, to which ,his great 
ancestor has been translated. To the eleventh 
month, “ the Month of the Curse of Rain/* with the 
sign of the Waterman, — (January-February being 
in the low lands of the two rivers the time of the 
most violent and continuous rains) — answers the 
eleventh tablet with the account of the Deluge. 
The “ Fishes of Ea ** accompany ^he sun in the 
twelfth month, the last of the dark season, as he 
emerges, purified and invigorated, to resume his 
triumphant career with the beginning of the new 
year. From the context and sequence of the myth, 
it would appear that the name of the first month, 
“ the Altar of Bel/* must have had something to do 
with the reconciliation of the god after the Deluge, 
from which humanity may be said to take a new 
beginning, which would make the namfe a most au- 
spicious one for the new year, while the sign — a Ram 
— might allude to the animal sacrificed on the altar. 
Each month being placed under the protection of 
some particular deity it is worthy of notici that 
Anu and Bel are the patrons of the first month, ^ 
of the second, (in connection with the wisdom of 
fiabini, who is called “ the creature of fia/7 while 
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Ishtar presides ovcf the sixth, (‘* Message of Ish- 
tar/*) and Ram&n, the god of the atmosphere, of 
rain and storm and thunder, over the eleventh, (“ the 
Curse of Rain ’*). 

20 . The solar nature of the adventurous career 
attributed to\he favorite national hero of Chaldea, 
now universally admitted, was first f)ointed out by 
Sir Henry Rani^inson : but it was Francois Lenor- 
mant who followed it out and established it in its 
details, fiis conclusions on the subject -are given 
in such clear and forcible language, that it is a 
pleasure to reproduce them:* — 1st. The Chal- 
deans and Babylonians had, concerning the twelve 
months of the year, myths for the most part belong- 
ing to the series of traditions anterior to the separa- 
tion of the grea^ races of mankind which descended 
from the highlands of Pamir, since we find analo- 
gous myths among the pure Semites and other na- 
tions. early as the trnie when they dwelt on the 
plains of the Tigris and Euphrates, they connected 
these myths with the different epochs of the year, 
not with a view ‘to agricultural occupations, but in 
connection with the great periodical phenomena of 
the atmosphere and the different stations in the 
sun’s yearly •course, as they occurred in that par- 
ticular region ; hence the signs characterizing the 
twelve solar mansions in the Zodiac and the sym- 
bolical names given to the months by the Accads. 
— 2d. It was those myths, strupg together in their 
successive order, which served as foundation to 4he 

• * Premieres Civilisations,” VoK II., pp. 7$ ft. 
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epic story of Izdubar, the fierjjj and solar hcrOt and 
in the poem which was copied at Erech by Asshur- 
banipal’s order each of them formed the subject of 
one of the twelve tablets, making up the number of 
twelve separate books or chapters answering the 
twelve months of the year/* — Even though the evi- 
dence is apparelitly so complete as not to need fur- 
ther confirmation, it is curious to note that the signs 
which compose the name of Izdubar convey the 
meaning mass of fire,” while Hisisadra’s Accadian 
name means the sun of life/’ “ the morning sun,” 
and his father’s name, Ubaratutu, is translated “the 
glow of sunset/* 

21, George Smith indignantly repudiated this 
mythic interpretation of the hero’s exploits, and 
claimed for them a strictly historical character. 
But we have seen that the two are by no means 
incompatible, since histor>% when handed down 
through centuries by mere oral tradition, is }^ble to 
many vicissitudes in the telling and retelling, and 
people are sure to arrange their favorite and most 
familiar stories, the mythical signifitation of , which 
has long been forgotten, around the central figure 
of the heroes they love best, around the most im- 
portant but vaguely recollected events in their na- 
tional life. Hence it came to pass that identtcaU|^ 
the same stories, with but slight local variations, 
were told of heroes in different nations and coun- 
tries ; for the stock ^f original, or, as one may say, 
primary myths is comparatively small and the 
for all, dating back to a time when mankind 
not yet divided. In the course of ages and lUi* 
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gmtlons it has been altered, like a rich hercditaiy 
robe, to fit and adorn many and very different per- 
sons. 

22. One of tfic prettiest, oldest, and most univer- 
sally favorite solar myths is the one which represents 
the Sun as a divine being, youthful and of surpass- 
ing beauty, beloved by or wedd^ to an equally 
powerful goddess, but meeting a premature death 
by accident and descending into the dark land 
of shades, frojn which, however, after, a time he 
returns as glorious and beautiful as before. In 
this poetical fancy, the land of shades symbolizes 
the numb and lifeless period of wanter as aptly as 
the Waters of Death in the Izdubar Epic, while the 
seeming death of the young god answ'ers to the 
sickening of tl^e hero at that declining season of the 
year when the surrs rays lose their vigor and are 
overcome by the powders of darkness and cold. The 
godd^’ss w^ho loves thopfair young god, and mourns 
him with passionate grief, until her \railings and 
prayers recall him from his death-like trance, is Na- 
ture herself, Icfving, bountiful, ever productive, but 
pale, and b«are, and powerless in her widowhood, 
while the sun-god, the spring of life whence she 
draws hern^ery being, lies captive in the bonds of 
their common foe, grim Winter, w hich is but a form 
of Death itself. Their reunion at the god’s resur- 
rection in spring is the great wedding-feast, the 
revel and holiday-time of the^world. 

23. This simple and perfectly transparent ^nyth 
has been worked out more or less elaborately in all 
the countries of the East, and has found its way in 
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some form or other into all the nations of the three 
great white races— of Japhct, Shem, and Ham — ^yet 
here again the precedence in point of time seems 
due to the older and more primitive^ — the Yellow or 
Turanian race ; for the most ancient, and probably 
original form of it is the one which w^as"*inherited by 
the Semitic settlers of Chaldea from their Shumiro- 
Accadian predecessors, as shown by^thc Accadian 
name of the young solar god, DUMUZI, “ the un- 
fortunate husband of the goddess Ishtar,** as he is 
called in the sixth tablet of the Izdubar epic. The 
name has been translated Divine Offspring,” but 
in later times lost all signification, being corrupted 
into TaMMUZ. In some Accadian hymns he is in- 
voked as the Shepherd, the lord Dumuzi, the 
lover of Ishtar.” Well could a nor^iadic and pas- 
toral people poetically liken the sun to a shepherd, 
whose flocks were the fleecy clouds as they speed 
across the vast plains of heas^^cn or the bright,, innu- 
merable stars. This comparison, as pretty as it is 
natural, kept its hold in all ages and nations on the 
popular fancy, which played on it an^^infinitc variety 
of ingenious changes, but it is only cuneiform sci- 
ence which has proved that it could be traced back 
to the verv'^ earliest race whose culture ®has left its 
mark on the world. 

24. Of Dumuzi’s tragic death no text deciphered 
until now unfortunately gives the details. Only 
the remarkable fragpient about the black pine of 
Eridhu, “ marking the centre of the earth, in th^ 
dark forest, into the heart whereof man hath not 
penetrated,” (see p. 287) tantalizingly ends with 
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these suggestive Hl>rds* Within it Dumuzi . • 
Scholars have found reason for conjecturing that 
this fragment it^as the beginning of a mythical nar- 
rative recounting Dumuzi’s death, which must have 
been represented as taking place in that dark and 
sacred forest of Eridhu, — probably through the 
agency of a \^'ild beast sent against him by a jealous 
and hostile power, just as the bull created by Anu 
was senf against Izdubar.* One thing, however, is 
sure, that botft in the earlier (Turanian) and in the 
later (Semitic) calendary of Chaldea, there was a 
month set apart in honor and for the festival of 
Dumuzi. It was the month of June-July, begin- 
ning at the summer solstice, when the days begin to 
shorten, and the sun to decline towards its lower 
winter point— a retrograde movement, ingeniously 
indicated by the Zodiacal sign of that month, the 
Cancer or Crab. Th^ festival of Dumuzi lasted 
during the six first days of the month, with proces- 
sions and ceremonies bearing two distinct charac- 
ters. The v’orshippers at first assembled in the 
guise of mourners, with lamentations and loud wail- 
ings, tearing of clothes and of hair, as though cele- 
brating the young god’s funeral, while on the sixth 
day his resurrection and reunion to Ishtar was com- 
memorated with the noisiest, most extravagant de- 
monstrations of rejoicing. This custom is alluded 
to in Izdubar’s scornful answer to Fshtar’s love- 
message, when he says to her : “ Thou lovedst Du- 

♦A. H. Sayce, **Babyl^ian Literature,” p. 39; Fr, Lenormaut, 
“ U Mito di Adone-Tammust,” pp. 12-13. 
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muzi, for whom they mourn year dfter yearf and was 
witnessed by the Jews when they were carried pris- 
oners to Babylon as late as 600 B.C., as expressly 
mentioned by Ezekiel, the prophet of the Captiv- 
ity : — “ Then he brought me to the ,door of the 
Lord’s house which was towards the north ; and be- 
holdy there sat the tvomen toeeping fgr Tammuzr 
(Ezekiel, iii. 14.) 

25. A favorite version of Dumuzi’s resurrection 
was that which told how Ishtar herself followed 
him into the Lower World, to claim him from their 
common foe, and thus yielded herself for a time 
into the power of her rival, the dread Queen of the 
Dead, who held her captiv^e, and would not have re- 
leased her but for the direct interference of the 
great gods. This was a rich mine of epic material, 
from which songs and stories must have flowed 
plentifully. We are lucky ^enough to possess a 
short epic on the subject, in one tablet, one of the 
chief gems of the indefatigable George Smith’s 
discoveries, — a poem of great literary beauty, and 
nearly complete to within a few lines of the end, 
which are badly injured and scarcely^ legible. It is 
known under the name of “ Thh Desck^'T of Ish- 
TAR,” as it relates only this one incident of the 
myth. The opening lines are unsurpassed fbt 
splendid poetry*' and sombre grandeur in any, even 

the most advanced literature. 

# 

26. ‘^Fowards the land whence there h no return, towardii tbo; 
houfie of corruption, Ishtar, the daughter of Sin, has turned jhtf 
mind • . • . towards the dwelling that has an entrance lutt #ll 
edt, towards the road that may he travetled Uit not retrieed, 
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alrit the hall from which yic light of day is shut out, where hunger 
feeds on dust and mud, where light is never seen, where the shades 
of the dead dwell in the dark, clothed with wings like birds. On 
the lintel of the gate and in the lock dust lies accumulated^ — Ishtar, 
when she reached the land whence there is no return, to the keeper 
of the gate signified her command : ‘ Keeper, open thy gate that I 
may pass* If thbu openest not and I may not enter, I will smite the 
gate, and break the lock, I will demolish the threshold and enter by 
force; then wjll I loose the dead to return to the earth, that they 
may live and cat again ; I will make the risen dead more numerous 
than the livjng.* The gate-keeper opened his lips and spoke: — *Bc 
appeased, O I^dy, and let me go and report thy nan^e to AUat the 
Queen/’’ * 

Here follow a few much injured lines, the sense 
of which could not be restored in its entirety. The 
substance is that the gate-keeper announces to 
Allat that her sister Ishtar has come for the Water 
of Life, which is kept concealed in a distant nook 
of her dominions, and Allat is greatly disturbed at 
the news. But Ishtar announces that she comes in 
sorrojv, not enmity : — » 

“ I wish to weep over the heroes who have left their wives. I wish 
to weep over the wives who have l)cen taken from their husbands’ 
arms. I wish to v^eep over the Only Son— {a name of Dumuzi) — 
who has been taken away Ijefore his time.” 

Then Allat commands the keeper to open the 
gates and^take Ishtar through the sevenfold en- 
closure, dealing by her as by all who come to those 
gates, that is, stripping her of her garments ac- 
cording to ancient custom. 

“The keeper w^nt and opened the gate: ‘ Enter, O Lady, and may 
the halls of the Land whence there is Wo return be gladdened by thy 
presence.* At the first gale he bade her enter and laid his hand on 
her ; he took the high headdress from her head : ‘ Why, O keeper, 
takest thou the high headdress from my head?* — * Enter, O Ladyi 
such is Allat*s command.* ’* 
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The same scene is repeated att each of the seven 
gates; the keeper at each strips Ishtar of some 
article of her attire — her earrings, her necklace, 
her jewelled girdle, the bracelets on her arms and 
the bangles at her ankles, and lastly her long flow- 
ing garment. On each occasion the same words 
are repeated by both. When Ishtar entered the 
presence of Allat, the queen looked* at her and 
taunted her to her face: then Ishtar could.not con- 
trol her anger and cursed her. Allatrturned to her 
chief minister Namtar, the god of Pestilence — meet 
servant of the queen of the dead ! — who is also the 
god of Fate, and ordered him to lead Ishtar away 
and afflict her with sixty dire diseases, — to strike 
her head and her heart, and her eyes, her hands 
and her feet, and all her limbs. So the goddess 
was led away and kept in durance and in miserJ^ 
Meanwhile her absence was attended with most 
disastrous consequences to the upper world. *\Vith 
her, life and love had gone out of it; there were no 
marriages any more, no births, cither among men or 
animals; nature was at a standstill. Great was the 
commotion among the gods. They sent a messen- 
ger to £a to expose the state of affairs to him, and, 
as usual, to invoke his advice and assistance. fia, 
in his fathomless wisdom, revolved a scheme. He 
created a phantom, Uddusunamir. 

*“Go,’ he said to him; 'towards the I^nd whence there is no re- 
turn ditect thy face; the seven gates of the Araliu will open befort 
thee. Allat shall see thee and rejoice at thy coming, her heart shall 
grow calm and her wrath shall vanish. Conjure her with the itame 
ikf the great gods, stiffen thy neck and keep thy mind on the Sprii^ 
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of Life. Let the Lady (I^^tar) gain access to the Spring of Life and 
drink of its waters.’ — A Hat, when she heard these things, beat her 
breast and bit her hngers with rage. Consenting, sore against her 
will, she spoke: — *^o, Uddusunamir! May the great jailer place 
thee in durance ! May the foulness of the city ditches be thy food, 
the waters of the city sewers thy drink ! A dark dungeon be thy 
dwelling, a sharf^pole thy seat I’ ” 

• 

Then she Q^dercd Namtar to let Ishtar drink of 
the Spring of Life and to bear her from her sight. 
Namtar fulfilled her command and took the goddess 
through the se^en enclosures, at each gate restoring 
to her the article of her attire that had been taken at 
her entrance. At the last gate he said to her : 


“Thou hast paid no ransom to Allat for ihy deliverance; so now 
return to Dumuzi, the lover of thy youth; sprinkle over him the 
sacred waters, clo^ie him in splendid garments, adorn him with 
gems.” 

26. The last lines are so badly mutilated that no 
efforts have as y^et availed to make their sense any- 
thing but obscure, and so it must remain, unless 
new copies ctjme to light. Yet so much is, at all 
events, evident, that they bore on the reunion of 
Ishtar and her young lover. The poem is thus com- 
plete in itself ; but some think that it was introduced 
into the Izdubar epic as an independent episode» 
after the fashion of the Deluge narrative, and, if so, 
it is supposed to have been part of the seventh tab- 
let. Whether such were really the case or no, mat- 
ters little in comparison with«the great importance 
these two poems possess as being the most aitcient 
presentations, in a finished literary form, of the two 
most significant and universal nature-myths — the 
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Solar and the Chthonic (see p. 272X the poetical 
fancies in which primitive mankind clothed the won* 
ders of the heavens and the mystery^iof the earth, be- 
ing content to admire and imagine where it could 
not comprehend and explain. We sha|l be led back 
continually to these, in very truth, /r/wnrj myths, ' 
for they not only ser\'ed as groundwj>rk to much of 
the most beautiful poetry of the world but sug. 
gested some of its loftiest and most cherisked relig* 
ious conceptions. • 


♦For a metrical version by Prof. Dyer of the story of “ Ishtar’s 
1 rescent,” see Appendix, p. 367 





VIIL 

RELIGION* AND MYTHOLOGY. — IDOLATRY AND AN- 
THROPOMORrtllSM. — THE CHALDEAN •LEGENDS 
AND THE BOOK OF GENESIS. — RETROSPECT. 

I. In speaking of ancient nations, the words “ Re- 
ligion and Mythology ’’ are generally used indis- 
criminately and convcrtibly. Yet the conceptions 
they express ai^ essentially and radically different. 
The broadest difference, and the one from which all 
others flow, is that the one — Religion — is a thing of 
the fedlings, while the other — Mythology — isathing 
of the imagination. In other words, Religion comes 
from WITHIN— from that consciousness of limited 
power, that inborn need of superior help and guid- 
ance, forbearance and forgiveness, from that long- 
ing for absolute goodness and perfection, which 
make up the distinctively human attribute of “ re- 
ligiosity,” that attribute which, together with the 
faculty ^of articulate speech, sets Man apart from 
and above all the rest of animated creation. (See p. 
149 *) Mythology, on the other hand, comes wholly 
from WITHOUT. It embodies impressions reerfved 
by the senses from the outer world and transformed 
by the poetical facultj'* into images and stories. 
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(See definition of “ Myth ” or p. 294.) Professor 
Max Miillcr of Oxford has been the first, in his 
standard work ‘‘ The Science of Language,** clearly 
to define this radical difference between the two 
conceptions, which he has never siifce ceased to 
sound as a keynote through the long series of his 
works devoted to the study of th^ religions and 
mythologies of various nations. A few illustrations 
from the one nation with which we have 'as yet be- 
come familiar will help once for aK to establish a 
thorough understanding on this pointy most essen- 
tial as it is to the comprehension of the workings of, 
the human mind and soul throughout the long roll 
of struggles, errors and triumphs, achievements and 
failures which we call the history oi mankind. 

2. There is no need to repeat hdre instances of 
the Shumiro-Accadian and Chaldean myths; the 
last three or four chapters have been filled with them. 
But the instances of religious feeling, though scat- 
tered in the same field, have to be carefully gleaned 
out and exhibited, for they belong ta that undercur- 
rent of the soul which pursues its way unobtrusively 
and is often apparently lost beneath the brilliant play 
of poetical fancies. But it is there nevertheless, and 
every now and then forces its way to the surface 
shining forth with a startling purity and beauty. 
When the Accadian poet invokes the Lord ** who 
knows lie from truth/* ** who knows the truth that 
is in the soul of man/^ who “ maketh lies to vanish/^ 
who*** turneth wicked plots to a happy issue 
this is religion, not mythology, for this is not a 
it is the expression of a feeling. That ** the Lord 
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whose divine omniscience and goodness is thus glo- 
rified is really the Sun, makes no difference ; that is 
an error of judgment, a want of knowledge, but the 
religious feeling*is splendidly manifest in the invo- 
cation. But when, in the same hymn, the Sun is 
described as ^stepping forth from the background 
of the skies, pushing back the bolts and opening the 
gate of the* brMliant heaven, and raising his head 
above the land,’* etc., (see p. 172) that is only a ver>^ 
beautiful, “imaginative description of a glorious nat- 
ural phenomenon — sunrise; it is magnificent poetry, 
religious in so far as the sun is considered as a Be- 
ing, a Divine Person, the object of an intensely de- 
vout and grateful feeling ; still this is not religion, it 
is mythology, for it presents a material image to the 
mind, and one that can be easily turned into nar- 
rative, into a story, — which, in fact, suggests a hero, 
a king, and a story. Take, again, the so-called 
“ Penitential Psalms.” •To the specimen given on 
p. 178, let us add,4or greater completeness, the fol- 

Knving three remarkable fragments : 

• 

I. “Ood, my creator, take hold of my arms I Direct the breath of 
my mouth, my hands direct, O lord of light.'" 

II. “Lord, let not thy servant sink! Amidst the tumultuous waters 
take hold of hi:#hand ! 

III. “lie who fears not his God, will be cut off even like a reed. 
He who honors not his goddess, his bodily strength will waste away ; 
like to a star of heaven, his splendor will pale ; he will vanish like to 
the watcrs*of the night."* 

3. All this is religion, of* the purest, loftiest 
kind ; fruitful, too, of good, the only real test of 
true religion. The deep. humility, the trustful ap- 



334 


THE STORY OF CHALDEA. 


peal, the feeling of dependence, the consciousness 
of weakness, of sin, and the lohging for deliverance 
from them — these are all very different from the 
pompous phrases of empty praise "and sterile admi- 
ration ; they are things which flow from the heart, 
not the fancy, which lighten its weight of sorrow 
and self-reproach, brighten it with hope and good 
resolutions, in short, make it happier and better — 
what no mere imaginative poetry^ however fine, can 
do. * 

4. The radical distinction, then, between religious 
feeling and the poetical faculty of mythical crea- 
tion, is easy to establish and follow out. On the 
other hand, the two are so constantly blended, so 
almost inextricably interwoven in the sacred poe* 
try of the ancients, in their views of life and the 
world, and in their worship, that it is no wonder 
they should be so generally confused. The most cor- 
rect way of putting the cast would be, per]:\^ps, to 
say that the ancient Religions— meaning by the word 
the whole body of sacred poctiy and legends as weB 
as the national forms of worship-~-*were made up 
originally in about equal parts of religious feeling 
and of mythology. In many cases the exuberance of 
the imagincition gained the upper hand, and there 
was such a riotous growth of mythical imagery and 
stories that the religious feeling was almost stifle^ 
under them. In others, again, the myths them* 
selves suggested religious ideas of the deepest im* 
port and loftiest subTimity. Such was particularly 
the case %vith the solar and Chthonic MythsHtb^ 
poetical presentation of the career of the Sun and 
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the Earth — as connected with the doctrine of the 
soul’s immortality.* 

5* A curious and significant observation has been 
made in excavating the most ancient graves in the 
world, those of the so-called Mound-builders. This 
name is not€hat of any particular race or nation, but 
is given indiscriminately to all thbse peoples who 
lived, on j£ny part of the globe, long before the earli- 
est beginnings of even the remotest times which have 
been made hJstoricdSi by preserved mqpuments or 
inscriptions of any kind. All we know of those 
peoples is that they used to bury their dead — at 
least those of special renown or high rank — in deep 
and spacious stone-lined chambers dug in the ground, 
with a similar gallery leading to them, and covered 
by a mound c^f earth, sometimes of gigantic dimen- 
sions — a very hill. Hence the name. Of their 
life, their degree of civilization, what they thought 
and believed, we have no idea except in so far as 
the contents of the graves give us some indications. 

* For, like the later, historical races, of which we find 
the graves iit Chaldea and every other country of 
the ancient world, they used to bury along vtith the 
dead a multitude of things : vessels, containing food 
and drink*; weapons, ornaments, household imple- 
ments. The greater the power or renown of the 
dead man, the fuller and more luxurious his funeral 
outfit.* It is indeed by no means rare to find the 
skeleton of a great chief surrounded by those of sev- 
eral women, and, at a respectful distance,^ more 
skdetons — evidently those of slaves — whose frac- 
tured skulls more than suggest the ghastly custom 
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of killing wives anH servants to do honor to an illus- 
trious dead and to keep him company in his narrow 
underground mansion. Nothing but a belief in the 
continuation of existence after de^h could have 
prompted these practices. For what was the sense 
of giving him wiv^es and slaves, and d&mcstic arti- 
cles of all kindf,, food and weapons, unless it were 
for his service and use on his journtry tb the un- 
known land where he was to enter on a new stage 
of existence, which the survivors could not but 
imagine to be a reproduction, in its simple condi- 
tions and needs, of the one he was leaving? There 
is no race of men, however primitive, however un-„ 
tutored, in which this belief in immortality is not 
found deeply rooted, positive, unquestioning. The 
is implanted in man by the zvisk; it answers 
one of the most imperativ^e, unsilenceable longings 
of human nature. For, in proportion as life is 
pleasant and precious, death is hideous and isppel- 
lent. The idea of utter dcstructicfn, of ceasing to 
be, is intolerable to the mind ; indeed, the senses re- 
volt against it, the mind refuses to i^asp and ad- 
mit it. Yet death is very real, and it is inevitable ; 
and all human beings that come into the wf^ld 
have to learn to face the thought of it, and the 
ality too, in others, before they lie down and acccfpf 
it for themselves. But what if death be Hoi de- 
struction? If it be but a passage from this inft) an^ 
other world, — distant, unknown and perforce myS^ 
terious, but certain nevertheless, a world on the 
threshold of which the earthly body is dropped as 
an unnecessary garment ? Then were death 
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ot its terrors. Indeed, the only unpleasantness 
about it would be, for him who goes, the momentary 
pang and the uncertainty as to what he is going to ; 
and, for those who remain, the separation and the 
loathsome details — the dtefigurement, the corrup- 
tion. But these are soon gotten §fver, while the 
separation is only for a time ; for all must go the 
same way, ancf the late-comers will find, will join 
their lost^nes gone before. Surely it must be so ! 
It were too horrible if it were not ; it niu^ be — it is / 
The process of feeling which arrived at this conclu 
sion and hardened it into absolute faith, is very 
plain, and we can easily, each of us, reproduce it in 
our own souls, independently of the teachings we 
receive from childhood. But the mind is naturally 
inquiring, and involuntarily the question presents 
itself : this solution, so beautiful, so acceptable, so 
universal, — but so abstract — what suggested it ? 
What •analogy firs| led up to it from the material 
world of the senses ? To this question we find no 
reply in so maijy words, for it is one of those that 
go to the very roots of our being, and such gener- 
ally remain unanswered. But the graves dug by 
tho^^old Mound-Builders present a singular feature, 
which almost seems to point to the answer. The 
tenant of the funereal chamber is most frequently 
found deposited in a crouching attitude, his back 
leaning against the stone-lined wall, and with his 
face turned towards the West, iH the direction of the 
setting sun* .... Here,.then, is the suggestion, "^the 
analogy ! The career of the sun is very like that of 
man. His rising in the east is like the birth of manr 

24 
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During the hours of his pow^r, which we call the 
Day, he does his allotted work, of giving light and 
warmth to the world, now riding radiant and trium- 
phant across an azure sky, now obscured by clouds, 
struggling through mists, or overwhelmed by tem- 
pests. How like the vicissitudes that checker the 
somewhat greater number of hours — or days — of 
which the sum makes up a human life! Then 
when his appointed time expires, he sinks down, — 
lower, lower — and disappears into darkness, — dies. 
So does man. What is this night, death? Is it de- 
struction, or only a rest, or an absence ? It is at al} 
events not destruction. For as surely as we see the 
sun vanish in the west this evening, feeble and 
beamless, so surely shall we behold him to-morrow 
morning rise again in the east, gk:)rious, vigoroiis 
and young. What happens to him in the interval? 
Who knows ? Perhaps he sleeps, perhaps he trav- 
els through countries we Icnow^not of and does 
other work there ; but one thing is sure : that he is 
not dead, for he will be up again to-morrow. Why 
should not man, whose career so much resembles 
the sun’s in other respects, resemble him in this? 
Let the dead, then, be placed with their faces to 
the west, in token that theirs is but a* setting like 
the sun’s, to be followed by another rising, a re- 
newed existence, though in another and unknown 
world. 

6. All this is sheer poetry and mythology. But 
ho's^ great its beauty, how obvious its hopeful $ug- 
gestiveness, if it could appeal to the groping minds 
of those primitive men, the old Mound-Builders, 
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and there lay the /ecd of a faith which has been 
more and more clung to, as mankind progressed in 
spiritual cultujc! For all the noblest races have 
cherished and worked out the myth of the setting 
sun in the most manifold ways, as the symbol of 
the soul's irifmortality. The poets of ancient India, 
some three thousand years ago, made the Sun the 
leader and k%g of the dead, who, as they said, 
fpllowec^ where he had gone first, “ showing the 
way to many.V The Egyptians, perhaps the wisest 
and most spiritual of all ancient nations, came to 
make this myth the keystone of their entire relig- 
ion, and placed all their burying-places in the west, 
amidst or beyond the Libyan ridge of hills behind 
which the sun vanished from the eyes of those who 
dwelt *in the ^^alley of the Nile. The Greeks im- 
agined a happy residence for their bravest and 
wisest, which they called the Islands of the Blest, 
and placed in the furtfiest West, amidst the waters 
of the ocean intT) which the sun descends for his 
nightly rest. 

7. But the sun’s course is twofold. If it is com- 
plete — beginning and ending — within the given 
number of hours which makes the day, it is re- 
peated on* a larger scale through the cycle of 
months which makes the year. The alternations of 
youth and age, triumph and decline, power and 
feebleness, are there represented and are regularly 
brought around by the diffei^nt seasons. But the 
moral, the symbol, is still the same as regards final 
immortality. For if summer answers to the heyday 
of noon, autumn to the milder glow and the extinc- 
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tion of evening, and winter to the joyless drearinesi^ 
of night, spring, like the morning, ever brings back 
the god, the hero, in the perfect splendor of a 
glorious resurrection. It was the solar-year myth 
with its magnificent accompaniment of astronomi- 
cal pageantry, which took the greater 'hold on the 
fancy of the scientifically inclined Chaldeans, and 
which we find embodied with such admirable com- 
pleteness in their great epic. We shall sec, latei 
on, more citclusively imaginative and^ poetical races 
showing a marked preference for the career of the 
sun as the hero of a day, and making the several 
incidents of the solar-day myth the subject of ap 
infinite variety of stories, brilliant or pathetic, 
tender or heroic. But there is in nature another 
order of phenomena, intimately connected with and 
dependent on the phases of the sun, that is, the 
seasons, yet v'cry different in their individual char- 
acter, though pointing the •same way as r^jgards 
the suggestion of resurrection aftd immortality — 
the phenomena of the Earth and the Seed. These^ 
may in a more general way be dcscrilfcd as Nature’s 
productive power paralyzed during the numbed 
trance of winter, which is as the sleep of death; 
when the seed lies in the ground hid <rofn i^ht 
and cold, even as a dead thing, but awaking to new 
life in the good time of spring, when the seed, in 
which life was never extinct but only dormant, 
bursts its bonds and freaks into verdant loveliness 
and bountiful crops. This is the essence and mean- 
ing of the Chthonic or Earth-myth, as universal at 
the Sun-myth, but of which different features liav6 
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also been unequaHy developed by different races 
according to their individual tendencies. In the 
Chaldean version, the “ Descent of Ishtar/* the par- 
ticular incident of the seed is quite wanting, unless 
the name o| Dumuzi’s month, “ The Boon of the 
Seed ” (** Lc Bicnfait de la Semcnce^'' Lenormant), 
may be considered as alluding to it. It is her fair 
young bridegroom, the beautiful Sun-god, whom the 
widowed goddess of Nature mourns and descends 
to seek among the dead. This aspect 6f the myth 
is almost exclusively developed in the religions of 
most Canaanitic and Semitic nations of the East, 
where we shall meet with it often and often. And 
here it may be remarked, without digressing or 
anticipating too fai, that throughout the ancient 
world, the Solhr and Chthonic cycles of myths have 
been the most universal and important, the very 
centre and groundwork of many of the ancient 
m)"tlffc religions^ and used as vehicles for more or 
^ less sublime religious conceptions, according to the 
higher or low^r spiritual level of the worshipping 
nations. 

8. It must be confessed that, amidst the nations 
of •Western Asia, this level was, on the whole, not a 
very lofty one. Both the Hamitic and Semitic 
races were, as a rule, of a naturally sensuous disposi- 
tion; jjlie former being, moreover, distinguished by 
a very decidedly material turn of mind. The Kush- 
ites, of whom a branch perhaps formed an import- 
ant portion of the mixed population of tower 
Mesopotamia, and especially the Canaanites, who 
spread themselves over all |he country between the 
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great rivers and the Western fSea-^the Mediter- 
ranean — ^were no exception to this rule. If their 
priests — their professed thinkers, the men trained 
through generations for intellectual pursuits — had 
groped their way to the perception of^One Divine 
Power ruling th9 world, they kept it to themselv^es, 
or, at least, out of sight, behind a comj)lic;pted array 
of cosmogonic myths, nature-myths, symbols and 
parables, resulting in Chaldea in the higWy artifi- 
cial system which has been sketchfd abov'^c — (see 
Chapters V. and VI.) — a system singularly beauti- 
ful and deeply significant, but of which the mass of 
the people did not care to unravel the subtle intri- 
cacies, being quite content to accept it entire, in 
the most literal spirit, elementary nature-gods, astro- 
nomical abstractions, cosmogonical filblcs an 3 all — 
questioning nothing, at peace in their mind and 
righteously self-conscious if they sacrificed at the 
various time-honored local slirine^ and confeftmed 
to the prescribed forms and ceremonies. To these ^ 
they privately added those innumeiyble practices 
of conjuring and rites of witchcraft, the heirloom of 
the older lords of the soil, which we saw the col- 
leges of learned priests compelled, as strangers a^id 
comparative newcomers, to tolerate and even sanc- 
tion by giving them a place, though an inferior 
one, in their own nobler system (sec p. 250). Thus 
it was that, if a glimmer of Truth did feelJiy illu- 
mine the sanctuary an«l its immediate ministers, the 
peopife at large dwelt in the outer darkness of hope- 
less polytheism and, worse still, of idolatry. For, 
in bowing before the altars of their temples and the 
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images in wood, stone or metal in which art strove 
to express what thi sacred writings taught, the un- 
learned worshippers did not stop to consider that 
these were but*pieces of human workmanship, deriv- 
ing their sacredness solely from the subjects they 
treated andl the place they adorned, nor did they 
strive to keep their thoughts intent on the invisible 
Beings rcf>ro0ented by the images. It was so much 
simpler, easier and more comfortable to address 
their adoration to what was visible and near, to the 
shapes that were so closely within reach of their 
senses, that seemed so directly to receive their offer- 
ings and prayers, that became so dearly familiar 
from long associations. The bulk of the Chaldean 
nation for a long time remained Turanian, and the 
matcmalistic grossness of the original Shumiro-Acca- 
dian religion greatly fostered its idolatrous tenden- 
cies. The old belief in the talismanic virtues of all 
images (see p. 162) continued to assert itself, and 
was easily transferred to those representing the di- 
vinities of the later and more elaborate worship. 
Some portiofi of the divine substance or spirit was 
supposed somehow to pass into the material repre- 
sentation and reside therein. This is very clear 
from thcAvay in which the inscriptions speak of the 
statues of gods, as though they were persons. Thus 
the famous cylinder of the Assyrian conqueror As- 
shurbunipal tells how he brought back “the god- 
dess Nana,*' (i.e., her statue) who at the time of the 
great Elamite invasion, “liad gone and dwelt in 
Elam, a place not appointed for her,*’ and now 
spoke to him the king, saying: “From the midst 
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of Elam bring me out and cause me to enter into 
Bitanna — her own old sanctuai^^ at Erech, which 
she had delighted in.” Then again the Assyrian 
conquerors take especial pride in carrying off with 
them the statues of the gods of the nations they 
subdue^ and never fail to record the fact in these 
words: I carriell away their gods beyond a doubt 
with the idea that, in so doing, they^put it out of 
their enemies* power to procure the assistance of 
their divine^protectors. 

9. In the population of Chaldea the Semitic ele- 
ment was strongly represented. It is probable that 
tribes of Semites came into the country at intervals, 
in successive bands, and for a long time wandered 
unhindered with their flocks, then gradually amalga- 
mated with the settlers they found jn possesion, 
and whose culture they adopted, or else formed 
separate settlements of their own, not even then» 
however, quite losing their pastoral habits. Thus 
the Hebrew tribe, when it left Ur Wilder Terah and 
Abraham (see page I2i), seems to have resumed its * 
nomadic life with the greatest willingrfess and ease, 
after dwelling a long time in or near that popular 
city, the principal capital of Shumir, the then domi- 
nant South. Whether this tribe were driven out 
of Ur, as some will have it,* or left of their own 
accord, it is perhaps not too bold to conjecture that 
the causes of their departure were partly conifected 
with religious motives. ^ For, alone among the Chal- 
deans and all the surrounding nations, this handful,^ 
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of Semites had disentangled the conception of mono- 
theism from the obscuring wealth of Chaldean my- 
thology, and Ijad grasped it firmly. At least their 
leaders and elders, the patriarchs, had arrived at the 
conviction that the One living God was He whom 
they called the Lord/’ and they strove to inspire 
their people with the same faith, and to detach them 
from the mj^hical beliefs, the idolatrous practices 
which tjiey had adopted from those among whom 
they lived, an^ to which they clung with the tenac- 
ity of spiritual blindness and long habit. The later 
Hebrews themselves kept a clear remembrance of 
their ancestors having been heathen polytheists, 
and their own historians, writing more than a thou- 
sand years after Abraham’s times, distinctly state 
the fa\:t. In%a long exhortation to the assembled 
tribes of Israel, which they put in the mouth of 
Joshua, the successor of Moses, they make him say: 
— “ ¥our fathers dwell? on the other side of the flood ” 
fi.e., the Euphrates, or perhaps the Jordan) “in old 
* time, even Terah, the father of Abraham and the 
father of Nacfior, and t/uy served other gods y And 
further on : . Put away the gods which your 

fathers sensed o»i the other side of the flood and in 

Egypt, aitd serve ye the Lord Choose you 

this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
which your fathers served that were on the other 
side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land ye dwell ; as for me and my house, wc 
will serve the Lord.” (Joshua, xxiv, 2, 15,) 

What more probable than that the patriarchs, Terah 
and Abraham, should hate led their people out of 
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the midst of the Chaldeans, awav from their great 
capital Ur, which held some of tne oldest and most 
renowned Chaldean sanctuaries, and forth into the 
wilderness, partly with the object of removing them 
from corrupting associations. At all events that 
branch of the Hebrew tribe which Remained in 
Mesopotamia a\ i!h Nalior, Abraham’s brother (sec 
Gen. xxiv. xxix. and ff.), continued •heathen and 
idolatrous, as we see from the detailed narrative 
in Genesis xxxi,, of how Rachel “Ijad stolen ///f 
images that 'ivcre her father s'" (xxxi. 19), when 
Jacob fled from Laban’s house with his family, his 
cattle and all his goods. No doubt as to the value 
and meaning attached to these “images” is left 
when we see Laban, after having overtaken the 
fugitives, reprove Jacob in these \\^)rds And 
now, though thou wouldst needs be gone, because 
thou sore longedst for thy father’s house, yet where- 
fore hast thou stolen my gods ^ (xxxi. 30), to \ihich 
Jacob, who knows nothing of Raclf^l s theft, replies : 
— “With whomsoever thou fiudest thf gods, let him ^ 
not live” (xxxi. 32). But “Rachel Itad taken the 
images and put them in the earners furniture, a^id 
sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, 
but found them not ” (xxxi. 34). Now what could 
have induced Rachel to commit so dishonorable and, 
moreover, dangerous an action, but the idea that# 
in carr>dng away these images, her family’s house- 
hold “gods,” she wou^jtl insure a blessing and pros- 
perit)ato herself and her house? That by .so doing, 
she would, according to the heathens’ notion, rob 
her father and old home of w hat she wished to se- 
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cure herself (see 344), does not seem to have 
disturbed her. It is clear from this that, even after 
she was wcdde^l to Jacob the monotheist, she re- 
mained a heathen and idolater, though she concealed 
the fact fronj him. 

10. On thi other hand, wholesale emigration was 
not sufficient to remove the evil. Had it indeed 
been a wilderness, unsettled in all its extent, into 
which the patriarchs led forth their people, they 
might have si^ceeded in weaning them* completely 
from the old influences. But, scattered over it and 
. already in possession, were numerous Canaanite 
tribes, wealthy and powerful under their chiefs — 
Amorites, and Hivites, and Hittites, and many 
more. In the pith/ and picturesque Biblical lan- 
guage^^the Canaanite w’as in the land” (Genesis, 
xii. 6), and the Hebrews constantly came into con- 
tact v'ith them, indeed were dependent on their 
tolerance and lar^e ho*spitality for the freedom with 
which they were suffered to enjoy the pastures of 
“ the land wherein they were strangers,” as the vast 
region over which they ranged is frequently and 
pointedly called. Being but a hahdful of men, they 
ha^i to be cautious in their dealings and to keep on 
good ternfs with the people among whom they were 
brought. ** I am a stranger and a sojourner with 
you,” admits Abnaham, bowing himself down be- 
fore tTic people of the land,” (a tribe of Hittites 
near Hebron, west of the De|^d Sea), when he offers 
to buy of them a field, there to institute a lamily 
burying-place for himself and his race; for he had 
no legal right to any of the land, not so much as 



348 


THE STORY OF CHALDEA, 


would yield a sepulchre to his* dead, even though 
the “children of Hcth’* treat him with high honor, 
and, in speaking to him, say, “ My lord,” and “ thou 
art a mighty prince among us” (Genesis, xxiii.). 
This transaction, conducted on both sidles in a spirit 
of great courtesy and liberality, is not the only im 
stance of the friendliness with which ^thc^Canaanite 
owners of the soil regarded the strangers, both in 
Abraham’s lifetime and long after his death. His 
grandson, the patriarch Jacob, and hk sons find the 
same tolerance among the Hivites of Shalem, who 
thus commune among themselves concerning them: * 
— “These men are peaceable with us; therefore let 
them dwell in the land and trade therein ; for the 
land, behold it is large enough for them; let us take 
their daughters fur wives, and let us give them our 
daughters.” And the Hivite prince speaks in this 
sense to the Hebrew chief; — “ The soul of my son 
longeth for your daughter; I pray you, give hef him 
to wife. And make ye marriages with us, and give , 
your daughters unto us and take qur daughters 
unto you. And ye shall dwell with us, and the 
land shall be before you ; dwell and trade ye therein, 
and get you possessions therein.” * 

1 1. But this question of intermarriage was always 
a most grievous one ; the question of all others at 
which the Hebrew leaders .strictly drew the ^nc of 
intercourse and good-fellow'.ship ; the more stub- 
bornly that their people w'erc naturally much in- 
clincc^ to such unions, since they came and wcl^ 
freely among their hosts, and their daughters went 
out, unhindered, “ to see the daughters of the land*** 
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Now all the race of Canaan followed religions very 
similar to that of Cfialdea, only grosser still in their 
details and forms of worship. Therefore, that the 
old idolatrous habits might not return strongly upon 
them under the influence of a heathen household, 
the patriarclfe forbade marriage with the women of 
the countries through which the}? passed and re- 
passed with their tents and flocks, and themselves 
abstained from it. Thus we sec Abraham sending 
his steward alj the way back to Mesopotamia to 
seek a wife for his son Isaac from among his own 
kinsfolk who had staved there with his brother 
Nahor, and makes the old servant solemnly swear 
by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of 
earth ** : “ Thou shalt not take a wife unto my son 
of thei daughters of the Canaanites among whom 
I dwell.” And wdien Esau, Isaac’s son, took two 
wives from among the Hittite w^omen, it is expressly 
said that they were grief of mind unto Isaac and 
Rebekah ; ” and fsaac’s most solemn charge to his 
•other son, Jacob, as he sends him from him with 
his blessing, is*: “Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan.” Whithersoever the Hebrewrs 
came in the course of their long wanderings, which 
lasted many centuries, the same twofold prohibi- 
tion was laid on them : of marrying with native 
women — “for surely,” they arc told, **they will 
turn aWay your heart after their gods,” and of fol- 
lowing idolatrous religions, prohibition enforced 
by the severest penalties, even to that of death* 
But nothing could keep them long from breaking 
the law in both respects. The very frequency and 
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emphasis with which the command is repeated, the 
violence of the denunciations against offenders, the 
terrible punishments threatened and often actually 
inflicted, sufficiently show how imperfectly and 
unwillingly it was obeyed. Indeed the entire Old 
Testament is one continuous illustrMion of the 
unslackening zeal with which the wise and enlight- 
ened men of Israel — its lawgivers, leaders, priests 
and prophets — pursued their arduous and often 
almost hopeless task, of keeping theyr people pure 
from worships and practices which to them, who 
had realized the fallacy of a belief tn many gods, 
were the most pernicious abominations. In this 
spirit and to this end they preached, they fought, 
they promised, threatened, punished, and in this 
spirit, in later ages, they wrote. • • 

12. It is not until a nation is well established and 
enjoys a certain measure of prosperity, security and 
the leisure which accompanies them, that it begins 
to collect its own traditions and Memories and set 
them down in order, into a continuous narrative.* 
So it was with the Hebrews. The small tribe 
became a nation, which ceased from its wanderings 
and conquered for itself a permanent place on the 
face of the earth. But to do this took \nany hun- 
dred years, years of memorable adventures and 
vicissitudes, so that the materials which accumu- 
lated for the future historians, in stories, traflitions, 
songs, were ample a^d varied. Much, too. must 
have •been written down at a comparatively early 
period. How early must remain uncertain, since 
there is unfortunately nothing to show at what 
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time the Hebrews learned the art of writing and 
their characters thought, like other alphabets, to be 
borrowed from those of the Phoenicians. However 
that may be, one thing is sure : that the different 
books which compose the body of the Hebrew 
Sacred Sci^ptures, which we call “the Old Testa- 
ment,” were collected from several and different 
sources, and*put into the shape in which they have 
descended to us at a very late period, some almost 
as late as th<^ birth of Christ. The first book of all, 
that of Genesis, describing the beginnings of the 
Jewish people, — (“ Genesis" is a Greek word, which 
means “ Origin ”) — belongs at all events to a some- 
what earlier date. It is put together mainly of two 
narratives, distinct and often different in point of 
spirit and c^^n fact. The later compiler who had 
both sources before him to work into a final form, 
looked on both with too much respect to alter 
eitljer, and gencrall/contented himself with giving 
them side by si<fe, (as in the story of Hagar, which is 
told twice and differently, in Chap. XVI. and Chap. 
XXI.), or intermi.xing them throughout, so that it 
takes much attention and pains to separate them, 
(as in the story of the Flood, Chap. VI.-VIIL). This 
latter stOry is almost identical with the Chaldean 
Deluge-legend included in the great Izdubar epic, of 
which it forms the eleventh tablet. (See Chap. VII.) 
Indeed, every child can see. by comparing the Chal- 
dean cosmogonic and mythical legends with the 
first chapters of the Book of Genesis, those which 
relate to the beginnings not so much of the Hebrew 
people as of the human race and the world in gen- 
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eral, that both must originally have flowed from 
one and the same spring of tradition and priestly 
lore. The resemblances are too staring, close, con- 
tinuous, not to exclude all rational surmises as to 
casual coincidences. The differences are such as 
most strikingly illustrate the transformation which 
the same material can undergo when treated by two 
races of different moral standards and Spiritual ten- 
dencies. Let us briefly examine both, side t)y side. 

13. To begin with the Creation. Tjje description 
of the primeval chaos — a waste of waters, from 
which “the darkness was not lifted/* (sec p, 261) — 
answers very well to that in Genesis, i. 2 ; “ And the 
earth was without form and void ; and darkness was 
upon the face of the deep.** The establishment of 
the heavenly bodies and the creation of the arfimals 
also correspond remarkably in both accounts, and 
even come in the same order (see p. 264, and Gene- 
sis, i. 14-22). The famous c>^inder of the British 
Museum (see No. 62, p. 266) is stron^presumption in 
favor of the identity of the Chaldean version of the 
first couple’s disobedience with the Biblical one. 
have seen the important position occupied in tfe 
Chaldean religion by the symbol of the Sacred Tre^, 
which surely corresponds to the Tree of* Life in 
Eden (see p. 268), and probably also to that of 
Knowledge, and the different passages and names 
ingeniously collected and confronted by scifolars 
leave no doubt as to th^ Chaldeans having had the 
legend 4>f an Eden, a garden of God (see p. 274). A ^ 
better preserved copy of the Creation tablets with 
the now missing passages may be recovered 
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t$ idowr^ii^n to d^obt that they will 
flMiciosely'^parallelto the Biblicil fialrjratiw 
those that b|ve been recovered until mtm. But 
we have them at present it is very evident 
l^t the grojindwork, the material, is the sagie in 
|>^th| It |i*he manner, the spirit, which differs, 
Ih Chaldean account, polytheism rims riot. 

eIem<?At, every power of nature.* -Heaven, 
Earth, the Abyss, Atmosphere, etc*— has been pt r- ' 
sonified into ap individual divine bein<^ f^ctively and 
ae^Ws|»ly engaged in the great work. The Hebrew 
narrative *3 severely monotheistic. In it GOB does 
all that the gods *’ between them do in the other. 
Every poetical or allegoficai turn of phrase is care- 
fully avoided, lest it h.ad into the evil errors of the 
l^ster^riatlon. i^The symbolical myths — such as that 
of Bel’s mb:ing his o^n blood with the clay out of 
il^h he fasliions njan, (see p. 266) — are sternly dis- 
<M 4 ^^tor the same rdason. One only is retained : 
the lomptafion Uy the Serpe nt. But the Serpent 
Ibeing manifestly the personification of the Evil 
Principk w^hicb is forever busy in the soul of man, 
thert was no danger of its being deified and ww- 
sloped; and as, moreover, the tale told in this 
manner very picturesquely and strikingly points a 
g^Pfat moral lesson, the Oriental love of parable and 
l^^ary could In this instance be. allowed free scope. 
I^idel^ the Hebrew writers of the sacred books 
weit beyond or above the!i,s«{>ersti lions of their 

cofjiirtry and age ; indeed they retained all of Ihcse 
not appear to them incompatiWe with 
l^beism* Thus throuipboiii’ the Books of the 
H 
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stars is mentioned that of serving to 
signs ” : “ And^ God said, let there be*lig^a»|ji^tl^; 
firmament of the heaven to divide theday 
night ; and kt them be fur signs anti for 
and for days and years” (Genesis, i. r 4 ). 
more explicit is the passage in the l^iimpim! song 
of Deborah the prophetess* where cclebmtitt|r: t|(l? 
victor}^ of Israel over Siscra, she/ siiy«;;r. 

► fought from heaven: the stars i«i their. 
fought against Sisera * t Judges, vl But a 

lief in astrology by no means inipties the 
of several gods. In one or two paasages, 
wc do find an expression which seaM' to haw 
slipped in unawares, as an involimtaiy rtmiljis* 
fence of an original polyehe'jsm ; it h whW«!|l 
communing with himself on AdafS*« tre»pajga,Aj 
Behold* the man is become as aar &f to I 
good and evil (Gen. iii. 22). An evos 
trace confronts us ir#%ne of the two names ^ 
given to God. These names are ** Jehovah^j'^^il 
correetty *eYahveh’’) and Elohim/' * 
latter name k the plural of /:/, ** gerf/* 
means “ the gods/' If the sacred writemj 
it was ceitatoly not from carelessness or 
tcnce. As they use it, it becomes in itadt'i 
prolfssion of faithu It seems' to pmclailii''^ 
of their religion as **thf One'G^, 
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of senses, unclothed in matter; but he can rnj^i 
imagine, only by Using such appliances as the nMUHii' 
supply him with. Therefore, the mpre fervently lic 
grasps an idea, the more closely he assimlh^l|^ 
the more it becomes materialized in his grai|»i,<^d 
when he attemp|s to reproduce it out \>f 
behold ! it has assumed the likeness of himsetf 01“ 
something he has seen, heard, touchdft — the 
uality of it has become weighted with fl^sh, eihsn 
as it is in himself. It is as it were | reproduction, 
in the intellectual world, of the eternal strife, ih 
physical nature, between the two opposed forces ot 
attraction and -repulsion, the centrifugal an^ ceni 
tripetal, of which the' final result is to keep each 
body in its place, with a well-defined and limited 
range of motion allotted to it. Tiiiad, hOiveyer 
pure and spiritual the conception of the 
may be, man, in making it real to himself, in bring-' 
ing it down within his readl and ken, within the 
shrine of hi.s heart, wtU and ^mi&t perforce make 
of it a Being, human not onfy in ^.ape, but ulsb fh 
thought and feeling. How otherwise could hegfifSp; 
it at all ? And the accessories with which he wilt 
surround it will necessarily be suggested by his own, 
experience, copied from those among* which he* 
moves habitually himself. "Walking in the gardeh 
in the cool of the day *’ is an essentially Orichtii:. 
and Southern recreation, and came quite nifhufall|| 
to the mind of a writer living in a land steeped ^ 
sunsifine and sultriness. Had the writer 
Northerner, a denizen of snow-clad plains 
bound rivers, the^^ord might probably 
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represented as cqming in a swift, fur-lined sleigh* 
Anthropomorphism, then, is in itself neither my- 
thology nor idolatry ; but it is very dear that it 
can with the utmost ease glide into either or both, 
with just ^ little help from poetry and, especially, 
from art, in its innocent endeavo^to fix in tangible 
form the vague imaginings and gropings, of which 
words often arc but a fleeting and feeble rendering. 
Hence#thc banishment of all material symbols, the 
absolute prc^ibition of any images whatever as an 
accessory of religious worship, which, next to the 
recognition of One only God, is the keystone of the 
Hebrew law : — “ Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in 
heaven abc^c, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. — Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them 
(E^fodus, XX. 3-5). 

But, to continue our parallel. 

15. The t^n antediluvian kings of Berosus, who 
succeed the apparition of the divine Man-Fish, fia- 
Oannes (see p. 196), have their exact counterpart in 
Uic ten antediluvian patriarchs of Genesis, v. Like 
the Chaldean kings, the patriarchs live an unnat- 
ural number of years. Only the extravagant fig- 
ures^ of the Chaldean tradition are considerably re- 
duced in the Hebrew version. While the former 
allots to its kings reigns mt tens of thousands of 
years (see p. 196), the latter cuts them down^to hun- 
dreds, and the utmost that it allows to any of its 
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patriarchs is nine hundred and sixty-nine years of life 
(Methuselah). 

i6. The resemblances between the two Deluge 
narratives are so obvious and continuous, that it is 
not these, but the differences that ne^d pointing 
out. Here again the sober, severely monotheistic 
character of the Hebrew narrative contrasts most 
strikingly with the exuberant polytheism of the 
Chaldean one, in which Heaven, Sun, Stonm, Sea, 
even Rain ai^ personified, deified, antk consistently 
act their several appropriate and most dramatic 
parts in the great cataclysm, while Nature herself, 
as the Great Mother of beings and fosterer of life, is 
represented, in the person of Ishtar, lamenting the 
slaughter of men (see p. 327). Apart from this 
fundamental difference in spirit, the i8cntity% all 
the essential points of fact is amazing, and varia- 
tions occur only in lesser details. The most charac* 
tcristic one is that, while the Chaldean vcrsioif de- 
scribes the building and furnishing of a ship, with 
all the accuracy of much seafaring kngvvlcdge, and 
does not forget even to name the pilot, the Hebrew 
writer, with the clumsiness and ignorance of nauti- 
cal matters natural to an inland people unfamiliar 
with the sea or the appearance of ships, speaks only 
of an ark or dust. The greatest discrepancy is in 
the duration of the flood, which is much shorter in 
the Chaldean text than in the Hebrew. On the sev- 
enth day already, Hilsisadra sends out the dove (see 
p. 3 i 6).« But then in the Biblical narrative itsSlf, 
made up, as was remarked above, of two panlM 
texts joined together, this same point is given di£ 
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ferently in differeijt places. According to Genesis, 
vii. 12, “ the rain was upon the earth fort)rdays and 
forty nights,”# while verse 24 of the same chapter 
tells us that “ the waters prevailed upon the earth 
an hundred^and fifty days.” Again, the number of 
the saved is far larger in the Chaldean account : H 4 - 
sisadra takes with him into the ship all his men-ser- 
vants, his women-servants, and even his “nearest 
friends#” while Noah is allowed to save only his own 
immediate family, “ his sons, and his wife, and his 
sons’ wives ” (Genesis, vi. 18). Then, the incident 
of the birds is differently told : Hasisadra sends 
out three birds, the dove, the swallow, and the ra- 
ven ; Noah only two — first the raven, then three 
times in succession the dove. But it is startling to 
find Both nafratives more than once using the same 
words. Thus the Hebrew writer tells how Noah 
“ sent forth a raven, which went to and fro,” and 
ho’sf “ the dove J’oun^ no rest for the sole of her foot 
and returned.” H^isadra relates : “ I took out a 
dove and sejjt it forth. The dove went forth, to and 
fro, but found no resting-place and returned.” And 
further, when Hisisadra describes the sacrifice he 
offered on the top of Mount Nizir, after he came 
forth from the ship, he says : “ The gods smelled a 
savor ; the gods smelled a sweet savor.” “ And the 
Lor{| smelled a sweet savor," says Genesis, — viii. 
21 — of Noah’s burnt-offering. These few hints 
must suffice to show how* instructive and enter- 
taining is a parallel study of the two nartatives.; 
it cin be best done by attentively reading both al^ 
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ternately, and comparing them together, paragraph 
by paragraph. 

17. The legend of the Tower of Languages (sec 
above, p. 293, and Genesis, xi. 3-9), is the last in 
the series of parallel Chaldean and Hebrew tradi- 
tions. In the Bible it is immediately followed by 
the detailed genealog}^ of the Hebrews from Shem 
to Abraham. Therewith evidently ends the con- 
nection between the two people, who are severed 
for all time from the moment that Abraham goes 
forth with his tribe from Ur of the Chaldees, 
probably in the reign of Amarpal (father of Ham- 
murabi), whom the Bible calls Amraphcl, king of 
Shinear. The reign of Hammurabi was. as we 
have already seen (see p. 219), a prosperous and 
brilliant one. He was originally kiifg of Tintir 
(the oldest name of Babylon), and when he united 
all the cities and local rulers of Chaldea under his 
supremacy, he asserted the pre-eminence anfR>ng 
them for his own city, which he began to call by 
its new name, Ka-DIMIKRA (Accadiaiv for *‘Gatc 
of God/‘ which was translated into the Semitic 
Bab-Il). This king in every respect opens a new 
chapter in the history'' of Chaldea. Moreover, •! 
great movement was taking place in all the region 
between the Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf ; 
nations were forming and growing, and Cha|dea^s 
most formidable rival and future conqueror, As- 
syria, was gradually gathering strength in the 
north, k fierce young lion-cub. By this newcomer 
among nations our attention will henceforth mikinly 
be claimed. Let us, therefore, pause on the high 
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place to which w| have now arrived, and, casting 
a glance backward, take a rapid survey of the 
ground we haye covered. 

1 8 . Looking with strained eyes into a past dim 
and gray yrith the scarce-lifting mists of unnum- 
bered ages, we behold our startjpg-point, the low 
land by the Gulf, Shumir, taking shape and color 
under the ^ulc of Turanian settlers, the oldest 
known, nation in the world. They drain and till 
the land, tljey make bricks and buiM cities, and 
pr-osper n:aterially. But the spirit in them is dark 
and lives in cowering terror of self-created demons 
and evil things, which they yet believe they can 
control and compel. So their religion is one, not 
of worship and thanksgiving, but of dire conjur- 
ing Aid incUntation, inconceivable superstition and 
witchcraft, an unutterable dreariness hardly light- 
ened by the glimmering of a nobler faith, in the con- 
ception of the wise and beneficent fia and his ever 
benevolently busy son, Meridug. But gradually 
there comc§ a change. Shumir lifts its gaze up- 
ward, and as it takes in more the beauty and the 
goodness of the world — in Sun and Moon and 
^tars, in the wholesome Waters and the purifying 
scrviceaSlc Fire, the good and divine Powers — the 
Gods multiply and the host of elementary spirits, 
mostly evil, becomes secondary. This change is 
greatly helped by the arrival of the meditative, 
star-gazing strangers, w ho teke hold of the nature- 
worship and the nature-myths they find •among 
the people to which they have come— a higher and 
more advanced race — and wxave these, with their 
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own star-worship and astrologicaj lore, into a new 
faith, a religious system most ingeniously com- 
bined, elaborately harmonized, and. full of pro- 
foundest meaning. The new religion is preached 
not only in words, but in brick and stor^e : temples 
arise all over the^ land, erected by the /aUsts — the 
priest-kings of the different cities — and .libraries 
in which the priestly colleges reverently treasure 
both their own works and the older religions lore 
of the countrj^ The ancient Turani^in names of 
the gods are gradually translated into the new 
Cushito-Semitic language; yet the prayers and 
hymns, as well as the incantations, are still pre-» 
served in the original tongue, for the people of 
Turanian Shumir are the more numerous, and must 
be ruled and conciliated, not alienated! The^more 
northern region, Accad, is, indeed, more thinly 
peopled ; there the tribes of Semites, who now 
arrive in frequent instalments, spread rapidly^and 
unhindered. The cities of Accad with their temples 
soon rival those of Shumir and striye to eclipse 
them, and their patcsis labor to predominate politi- 
cally over those of the South. And it is with the 
North that the victory at first remains; its pre-eip- 
inence is asserted in the time of Sharrukin &f Agadfi, 
about 3800 B*C., but is resumed by the South some 
thousand years later, when a powerful dynasty (that 
to which belong Ur-^a and his son Dungi) estaliliishes 
itself in Ur, while Tintir, the future head and cen- 
tre of the united land of Chaldea, the great Baby- 
lon, if existing at all, is not yet heard of. II. is 
these kings of Ur who first take the signific^t 
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title kings of l^uroir and Accad.” Meanwhile 
new and higher moral influences have been at 
work ; the Semitic immigration IW quickened the 
half mythical, half astronomical religion with a 
more spiri^al element — of fervent adoration, of 
prayerful trust, of passionate contrition and self* 
humiliation^ in the bitter consciousness of sin, 
hitherto foreign to it, and has produced a new and 
beautiful religious literature, which marks its third 
and last stage. To this stage beloflg the often 
mentioned “ Penitential Psalms,” Semitic, nay, 
rather Hebrew in spirit, although still written in 
the old Turanian language (but in the northern 
dialect of Accad, a fact that in itself bears witness 
to their comparative lateness and the locality in 
whiclf they ^rang up), and too strikingly identical 
with similar songs of the golden age of Hebrew 
poetry in substance, and form, not to have been 
theAnodels frqp which the latter, by a sort of 
unconscious heredity, drew its inspirations. Then 
qomes the great Elamitic invasion, with its plunder- 
ing of cities, desecration of temples and sanctua- 
ries, followed probably by several more through 
a4>eriod of at least three hundred years. The last, 
that of khudur Lagamar, since it brings prom- 
inently forward the founder of the Hebrew nation, 
deserves to be particularly mentioned by that 
nation’s historians, and, inasmuch as it coincides 
with the reign of Amarpal, king of Tintir and father 
of Hammurabi, serves to establish an imflortant 
landmark in the history both of the Jews and of 
Chaldea. When we reach this comparatively re- 
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cent date the mists have in great^part rolled aside, 
and as we turn from the ages we have just sur-* 
veyed to those that still lie before us, history 
guides us with a bolder step and shows us the land- 
scape in a twilight which, though st^ll dim and 
sometimes misleading, is yet that of breaking day, 
not of descending night. 

19. When we attempt to rcali7x the prodigious 
vastness and remoteness of the horizon thus^opened 
before us, a Reeling akin to awe ovcrcc^es us. Un- 
til within a very few years, Egy pt gloried in^ the 
undisputed boast of being the oldest country in the 
world, i.e., of reaching back, by its annals and mon- 
uments, to an earlier date than any other. But the 
discoveries that are continually being made in the 
valley of the two great rivers have foilwer sifenced 
that boast. Chaldea points to a monumentally re- 
corded date nearly 4000 This is more than 

Egypt can do. Her oldest authentic monumlVnts, 
— her great Pyramids, arc considerably later. Mr. 
F. Hommel, one of the leaders of Assy/iology, forci- 
bly expresses this feeling of wonder in a recent pub- 
lication If/’ he says, “ the Semites were already 
settled in Northern Babylonia (Accad) in the l^e- 
ginning of the fourth thousand B.C., in jfosscssion 
of tjje fully developed Shumiro-Accadian culture 
ad*optcd by them, — a cultu-e, moreover, which ap- 
pears to have sprouted in Accad as a cutting from 
Shumir — then the latter must naturally be far, far 
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34-25; then hatni of ptMfiKl^r t 
mg anutnt toiri>s M WarK 
roiM|iK 1 i H* t 
(yltwre jn A'ina ji.\. u^ ^ 

Arbela, aU of Asnnv in 
hiU> region, so 

Afthitecturc, ChAlilfa»» ticatcd 
b\ Uital comiuuim A«4- » 

Vartan, twrrowcd from <^haldea, \ 


5u 

\u] ti lN#siij*n» f Arphaxad, 
mt maw of the SHind, 20c 
Arphixati eldest Inii of shtm, 

300 0m 

\rphakslu<*f, \rjiha> id 1 

r a ''On of Sh<in tj^nn 
nio 4 » i.1 "t »r of the \iiih\r 1 1*' 

1. (n n<. M** I jl 

Assiiuroanipal, King it 1 

fnt I lUiaiv, Ja>-n 2 t t 
1 hni, destO’i 

am! reifctoKs thi stun. <t tht 
y * ' N itu to l^ttcb o>4 

I 

\'i-H t 1/ rpal, Kuv 
•i\r I, sue o( hail m ho jaljae 
i * \h ^Nn rod}, 

.n ft same a » I hsji Mes , 

> m i, 7 , r t * t, 

^ V M* ai ! <»t He wo <1, 

I ? ’ on of "istiomniH, 

j t i ulj>tmS >t {iru " , ^ 

I sr (K » ' K aid*' K n f ? it 1 

di 0 u' r 'tms m, 

< 1 n < - A ; c jodtitivt t*- * 

I 1 4 » u t »n, ’ 3 * di ’ 

5 >.M:e» noi i-* fo* isjjii 2 j 4 , 
ijs I i n pation 0I, 


habba , 

Hubo s! f . fab)-lont 237. 

1 U-ei H. - ’'^traitsiob iBo. 

5 name el lUlv 

^ u, mfarmg of t**e narm'* 
i^v 24d 

Babylonia, a pait of lAiaer M-f* ' 


o|Dc>ta<ni£ ’*’' ♦ f treiaiw Hat* 

dC n, Hter nwie for 

* Shumn aitd \<va 4 ** and for 

* < hivdiea,' 2/, 

Hagbdad, eanital of the A^ate* 
einpfrc m Mcsopotamni* 5; ft» 
dcca) , f» , 

B i ii-isorah^ s^ee tt«sri|h. 
i ^ mm , tdilKiT trilx Kb 'f , 
d s* n< ti'Vi f ' <f liomadit fMropfe* 
iiH nS 

Bcl, third god of^bt hi si Uahy* 
tofiidin 1 1 ud. 2 Vi nit inmg of 
the ntuK 340, on^* ot thi|? 
** twtK }io<K** 246 hti 

hmU unb Ti^rnat 2KV200 
I \t th< wite nt *tl ihe ftnu 

t pi OH p! )f 1 atyie. yt 4 - 
aill, one of ttse tvii^he gu 4.I 
; ini'- * 246 

! 1 1 \i d , s ^ ^l odwk 
lho>r^s dt'^nuan fintS, ’ m 
His. ^ iM'a t2K oin 

\cisu>n or i Lge kI of t taurtca^ 
b» iAioont «if fin 

< hilnetnCb smopont, ita-jfl* 
267, hi.’s atrount of iliO ge<4t 
lowei and tht 'onfu ^ n of 
-Np-2<)^j b.* wtoniit 
t4 tSt Ik'ntH 30s ^ 

Fti^HNimrucI or Ibr# 1 Nitniwb 

iifi Uans ppa. 

not -^f mi’Kf, o>; 

tone^ indbfHksuscd in lit.)it»kii, 
, I aiK awl t ib» 
Jwir'jona "'Mound ui 
ne*b IS |M n iar JliHier 47 » 
"Nf’i K hadro lt> 4 ri|>f wn 

foupd at. 7 j , idofiUb d trith 
the Tuwei of l»abtl, 203- 
) tia leguw ercwaifOio .if 
Ktiiio IS. T4, iw d^napiin^^wt 
men» Mi gr<at dkc-wery 
U KH 4 *r«-alM I 15-14, ^ 

Bnekr, hs*w men taiKfe ti*! 4u4l.f1 
jmiiHlnef! or kdri^ 

df <e;d| 01 bakt d, ■I*’" > aniteiWl 
l^ick* from tip rtimn »isi4 §m 
mr 4 ern nmsfrilctiAn'^ » 
with imwikiit hrnhk »i ipti!li 
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MlA collee 

HmmlvW hti$n ^am 

<3bwn tm 

wntittg mai/malf 

IS. 

$V' K%4>iniiri»), sec- 
mi. mm9 fl«l>yl<wi ; tma-n- 
mC i|^ tite iiiuiiA'. 3 t 6 « ^ 

Oliii» m cri4»^ liftimhiiient, ani!! 
fd-frierlty, i®t). 

ftfliJiK |ir tCatah^ one of the As- 
igTiitS e«j34tat&# the lan«aA ol 
XenoplwJAi, 3p 

Calendar, CnaloW* 230^ 3i^-33X, 

3^5- 


CitJiiniks HyiH mt 
Ci»i'i«uni» me Kam^h 
Ciiiesi bniWIng: ftniffh ntfligc 

ol aaitiirt* i?3» 114^ 

CiMfifiCii! Atttiquiff* meantiif ol 
the temj too cjcclufiive wti<J> 
oi, j?, 

CoHim» ikn< lent < iialileait^* lotmd 
at Warka ' •'jar-coffitts,*^ Sj, 
♦* 4liU« m Ci ” cfiffins, ^ ; •* slip- 
per <^hap«^ti ” coj®ii (compara- 
tive 3 V muUcrnh «4-^ 
Conjtmiig, demon'^ an^ 

iw>rcertr% I5J5*-IS9; atimitted 
mio the latci reformed religion, 

r<m] from, a imlttcd m*o the 
Ea Jonjut j>ntMhood, 250. 


Camjmp '* >oof Ham, ef>onymou« } o»s.t ui#, 'ft-c Kaishh 

cd msMly tialloiis 134- M,®*”** MuH, sec Mirth* 
CaitasHites, miijrsIltMiJ. of 190, Cosme^om., n anmg m the 

&rn.f«f , «u<..a* ,l|««ht«-» of, 44- I r”’l* =5’’ < ‘ ha!dn,n, .mparled 

ChMem, the **me a» Loeet I H «. ‘"'K?*"’ 

Mesopotamia, ^ » allavtal for- 

nary elnkiKlam^e tti cemeteries, 
yte , a of nations, 198 ; 

more often called liy the mn- 
^«ts ** Eahyj^ja.” 

Cfealdej f s, !« the nensa of 
* 'mtm m\.n of tdl 1 a«t/' am%*U 
0|jjer« r«jagK.f*u\ »>othsAyer, — a 
vp.riie the priesthood, 

»S4“*S’»5^ 

Charm again*! trd sfiells, 162, 

Cheit b, Chenib^, see Kirubu 
Chins, possibly mentioiiod in { 


ta3 Pis dis f' er<d b\ Cko, 

: it, :«r«>rd,- , i 

i M 4 Mm n ; m rosus again, J07* 

o», nieaii!o»» ot the word, 

Cui ifeirm wrifjng, shape and 
-tj>ci- men of, jo; introduced 
* to Chaldea b> the i^bitxntro- 
\ccatK 145* 

Lusn, or Kudi, elth^si aon of 
Ham, 186, probabk tally mb 
grations of, iib8 , anaent natne 
of Etfuopta, iH«) 

( uih % coiomiMkm ci "tmra- 
man Chaldea b), 192, 

Cjfmders ; seal C)4if»defs ^n 
liani Moaes, 113-114; f«i»da- 
tion-ci hndets, iia; tead-aiylifi- 
ders worn as tai^»man^, thb; 
Babfloman cylinder, sap|»o»rd 
to ki^resent the Ttinptmtion 
ami Pally 

* B. . * 

I>amhiiu, gockkssy tat, 

tnodiet of Merldag, 160 
Decoration: of pa&kcest JSMS*» 
of walls at Wim% Sy-IC 


lMi^ehy^i'36, ntde. 

Chinese syieni a fnonoeylleblc Un- 
pmge* I s^7 ; tter genitts and its 
hoiiiatlonE, isl, 139; oldestna- 
titoiialieligiott^^f, 180, l8l ; their 
**llocenal and sea^jesimal * 
system of ci mting, 

Chimmlogy’. vajpteeeus of aiv 
eksni, — 


Clihoti, meMdiaJlof tini word, 
^aWmnk Bt»wei4 ayf^ ' 
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ImUtzsch, P'rkdrkhf ei»|»ent A«- 
l^vom tile, Semitic 

theory^ ii%, 

Kcoouiu of, 

-3af ; caneifwm accoant. m 
the nth tahkt of the 1/xtuUar 

Demon of the South* West Wind* 
t6S. 

IhscaBes conceived as \lcmons, 

Xhvination* a branch of Chab 
" dean ** science,*’ in what it con- 
sists, 25* -2 5::; collection of 
. texts on, in one himdred tablets, 
252-25 j; spccidicns of, 253- 

ajw* ‘ 

Draining of palace rnoutul'^, 70; 
of sepulchral mounds at Warka. 
8f>-S7. 

I>urou2i, the husband of the god- 
dess fshtar, 303; the hero of a 
solar Mvth, 323-326. 
Dur-Sbaritkin, (see Khorsabad), 
built m hilly region, 50. 

K. 

u*mciimc» Zf kt-Jt, the Spirit 
of the Xarth and \Valers, 
151; protcclor agaox^t evil spir- 
its and men, it>o; ht.-i entef 
sanctuary at Eridhti, c 1 5 ; sec* 
ondgodof Ihchrst Babyhmian 
7 'riaa, 2 hb attnbutums, 
240 1 one of the ** twelve great 
246. 

luil^Ani, the seer, 304 ; invited by 
. , kd.abar, 304-305 ; liecomes 
r^dtiljar's triend, 307 ; van 
f|iiishe»wi!h him tb^ Elarnire ty- 
rant Khumbalja, lOH; smitten 
by Ifthlai and Amtn, 310 ; 
restorerl to life f»y the g*>ds, 314. 
fe-Babbara, ** Houac of the Sun,** 
215. 24S* 

Eber, see Itbcr, 

El, aec m. 

Elam, Sngdom of; €cm<|aered 
by Asahtirbanipalt 194; 
idgrAthcriamei 220 * 


Elitttdte of 

Elohlin; cmlf of tlie Helbre# 
nmes for Ootl a plutiil of Kl* 
314 * Sccihk?' 

Kmamditma, theory of dtfiite^ 
23^*239; meaiung'ol tine 
a 

EntKh, son of Cain, ' ; 

Jvnoch, the firtt city, Imilt by 
Cain, rsrj, # 

Epic ExK'ms, or E^C», 

Epic-C haUiaran, oloeat known in 
the world. 29f>j its dMfioit Into 
tablets, 302. * 

Ei>onym, meaning of the word, 
*33* 

E|K»nymou« genealogies In Gene* 

sis A., t 33 -*-» 3 |. 

Fjros, national,* fiMcaning of the 
word, 2<K^. 

Erech (now M'mnd of Warkab 
oldest name tJrukh, immense 
Imryiftg-grouods 4 n>ui>;l,lke*S 3 i 
plundererDn Khadui-Hanlthun^ 
di. king of ’Ehin, 195; ‘library ,; 
of, 309. * ; 

E ri - Akit ( A rioch M EHaaaarb ' . 

El.unire kmg <jf LufHam, 2iSj6v ■ 
Endhti tmfHlcffx AlHi-KlialiiJlni), 
the most mtmni city of Mburjlr, 
215 ; sjmcklly sarTed to £a, 

; iis» 34G, 2S;, 
lEthiopiaits. fee 

lExcattlirms, hd-w carried < t 4 k« 

^ f*. 

Fet^isym. Jas.,, Englifli 
and writer mi .art subjeett. ' 
Finns, a n&tioti of Turanian ttodk, 

* 3 ^- 

Fhml, Of I'kbgt, }»ossi,lily ■ aw# 

universal, taS-iary* ♦ ■' 

G* 

Gan^Dianyaih, or 'Kar*tl«njyi?^^ 
most ancient name lod 
■ Ionia iwoper, $25, »86* ; , 

Geneiia, fiiat book of iNs 
tmtcb, lay-mt; Chap^JfeiSi,, 
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, 13^4^1 tlic w^rd, 

. ^ 53 » \ , 

Oibil, ybv* 173 1 iiymri to ; 

1»i» |i^(eii(Kint»f«« .174; in voiw?d 
ta jifia»p«r thV' •fabrication of 
broty;e* f4 

pilMtlittba;r« acc Ii:ib«har. 

Podia, bur 3a, 214* 

H.. i 

HtPi* aiBnomJjJon of Noak 130:, 
toesmiiig dnlbc iiimre, iw. j 
Haifimiirabi, king %>( Babvlon and j 
aliCkaJdca, lao] his ]<mg and] 
gkiriotia d>.; his ]mb3jc 

'Iworks and t ho -Hoyai C ana i / * 
i'Ufy* 

'Harimlr perso^ion of ' 

tlie ' haiithnajcldiss of I ^'rftar, , 

'Illl&dra, fame Xi?»uihro-', ■ 

303; g'lve* IndijHnr an accounf j 
of the gruat Flrwxb 3M- 3»; 

Hc^ijer, a defendant of ^^‘hrsn, 

. e|»§n3pmoas anctotar t.‘{ ih« Ho 
bfifiifi In, C«iics'<«* X-, 131, 2.':2- 
tiei'oco, 2^*98.!,, 

Heroic Ages,, 299,- 
HyO'ic Mytlis, »«*« Jdyth.ff 
Hilteh, of britrks from the 
{mlace of Kebd^rndnezea'-. (Mr- 
f ie»on trade with anci^t bricks, 

Himalaya Mowntffbis* iK;4. 

Hiiido-Pueh (or Kush) !*!<><■> 
tains, 18S. ^ 

Hit, kneient Is, cn the |o*rhrate!i, • j, 

Hmtt. th«, • tube of ( a»aa„. , ac«,c,.c!inN of f ain. I2t>. 
Ho^n^ « naSem of T.-.ranian 1 


India, iSS. 

Indos, the great liw of India, 

m. 

Intercalary months* intf'odoced 
by the Chcldeani? to correct llic 
reckoning of thek year, ajo* 

\ fs, see Hit. 

: Ishtar, tlv‘ goddess of the itlan*- 
I et Venus, 242; the Warrior- 
I Queer/and Queen of Dive, 243 ; 

' ura-of the ** twelve gre.h gods," 
j 24-'>; offers her Iro-e to lx"hibar, 
j 3^; is rejected and sends a 
moiiKtroiis bull against hioi* 
T/xj ; causes death 'and 

'^/•iubar’s lirbeH.-;, 310; descent 
<.f. into ihc land of tehadcs, 326^* 
:b7>- 

Izd.ulMr, the hero of the great 
t.‘h,iiide.tn bpv.', 303? bH._^dream 
at I'kech., 30.1 ; invites £ai*l,ni* 
104-30?. vatiuui-hf. » with h'iS 
mdp KhufoJjalw, the Elarmle 
t'tant <>i Ktcch, ,30'S; o'ffcads 
'[.•'hia!, 30S , vanquishes* the 
divine Ihiib with Kaldnis 
help, 3‘» ; o '•'•siiuen with iep^ 
p,'»sv\ 310 : travels to “the mouth 
./ lift' .£jri..ft om, oosult 

if'-f tnimoK.d ,111'cestor Hisjsa* 
310 ;,(3; ‘'<1 punhed and 
313; returns to Krcch ", 
Uk lamcrtt over ?,;d,»anih. death* 
3i3-3«4; >okr charuettr of the 
r.pic, 3iS“32 2, 


Stock* 138. 
m 




tdpa* the Few* 156 . 

lg%i, three hti)»«d,‘ spirits td 
heaven, 

Ilw,' or El* Sekpttc name Im 

jjvind, "154. 


son of Japhcl, cpoiiy' 
mous ancestor of the • ioman 
Cireek-s, 1 34. 

** lonabX Monrid/* see KeUbi- 

y Yututs« 

Juba!, see Jaiml mijnh&t 

' K- 

|Ka*T>ingim, seeCa-Ttiwim. 

I Kar-Dtmyiksh, see Gan-Bmsya^jh.. 
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IC&sbUf tlic Chaldean double j I^hanon Mountain*, 
bour, 230. I L^normani/ Franntd#, einhwnt 

Kasi, Mound oC, mim of the i^al* Ftcmh Orientatllftt ; work 
acc of Ncimchatliietaar. on the religion of tli« 

Kitsahi (Cossamtts or Crnmns), * Actads, i S^-jt fa^rof* iflc 
conoitcr Cluklca, 22^5. ! ite theor>\ ife* 

Kerl>efa and Nediif, goal of | Liljrar}" of A'WllMitbanfi>li1 ill,,,;; 
pilgrim-caravans from Tersia, . his palace at Jfin^eh {koynn** " 
7S. ^ • 1 jik) ; djw:oviTedb^a»y«.rd, too; 

Kcrubim, sec Kirdim. * * i re»0‘pctM?d by ^ Otorj^^ Smith, 
Khorsahad, Mound ^of, BoUa*s ! 103; contents' ,an^ miiortaiiiSe 

excavations and brilliant dis- 1 of, for modern JicAlarsiip, f 06“ 
^covxjy at, 15-16. I 109; of Ertch, 209^ 

Khudur-Lagamar {ChetiorlaO' ! la^ftus, English explorer; his 
mer), k ing of Klara and Chal- j visit to VVarka in 1354*^5, Jio-lia*, 
dea, his conqueetsrizi ; plan-! prt»care« »lip|jer-sha|if;clct>0tii* 
tiers Sodom and t'iomorrah ' tor thr Ihitwti Musetnn, 36. 
with his allies, 222; IS ovtTukeu , Louvre, Assyrian Odlectitm at 
by Ahrlhatn and routed, 223; the, 17; Sarirec ^SCillectiaii 
his firolwhle date, 224, | added, »Sf>. 

Khudur-Nankhundi, M p ' of l.ouvre, Armenian conlTivaficc 
Elam, invades CHalffllf and! for lighting h# •!»»€*♦ 68. 
carries the statue of the god^’ 
dess Nara away from Krt^'his M. 


*95* 

Khambaba, the Klamitc tyrant of 
Ercch vanquished^Jy liidubai' 
and ftaldui. 308. 

Kiffibu, name* of the Winged 
Bulls. 164. 

Kovranjik, Mound of XenophonV 
Mespda, f-i; Ikuta’s uusuctc»s* 
ful exjdoTaiion of, 15; valuable 
find of small articles in a cham- 
ber at, in the paiacc fd Sen- 
iKicberil:*,, 34. 

Kurds, nomadic trilics td, S. 


Lamech, fiiih descendant of Cain, | 
^* 9 * 

larKsa, ruins of ancient f'alah, < 
seen by Xenophon, 3»* ^ i 

larsam ^’{now Senkcrch), city ofj 
Shmnir, 215. | 

Ijirard meets }k»tta at Xfossiil 
1842, 17 ;^:roilcrtak« the I 
. ration ofKimrnd, 17*18 hi* 
work and life in the East, 19^ j 
32 ; di»cov^€Ts the Royal Ubrstry i 
at Nineveh IKoyitnJfk), loa j 


hladai, a sow of japhet, €!poi*|r'.- 
mous anccstc^r of the 

*35* ' ‘ ' 

Mfgicia^f derivation id .t|Wt 
word, 255. ' V 

Manal, anUci# city of Chaldtai 

103. ' 

Marduk, or Marddtik llfebtaw 
Merodach)* godl:*f the planet ' 
Jupitri, 241 ; 'oneotf' the ** lirelfe, . 
great rods,'" 246 j special 
uf I'kifjiylon, 149. 

Maskiin, the seven, evil spirita^ ' 
154 i inotntatkhi aguftist the,'* 
f 55 J the juMnCf poetical vervioa, 
102. 

Masjwro, O., rrolmmt French 04^ ' 
cntalUl, 197, 

Medea, Xenophon’* ' 
account of, 3^4 i wentiiMifd 
dcr the name «if Madaiinfjefite* 

Media, div^Sed imm Aatytia hf 
the Zagros chain, S®* 

Mdnant. Joachina, IV«ne]| Asib 
syriologiit ; Ida little 'etL . 
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^ Lihrary^i KtneVebi 

m»i «jf JU»%e Me 4 ^ 1 
** t<ir« iw| l»is <lialogfct«% with £% 

Ifenitcirt «ee Im. 

Merodach, me Marduk. 

mcasimg of the 
Dfl^e, 5; peculiar formation o£» 
dtirtikm oft into Upper and 

ll€i|d(at roMitoC NtitevcK icen 
hf Xenoijlioi^ 3 ; now Mound 
ollCpyiiniik, 14. 

|t%fapon« f f tnhrs nations 
rmaiff; fimlMbk fir%t caitoc^ of 
prehiittoric ntigrration«» 119, 
csinitied by iiwaHions and con 
ipicatjs *35; of »hc *I«ranian 
rmeA *46-147 i of the Cushites 
iSd i of the Canaanites iga^ 
Miff aim (^the Egyptians^), a 
son of Hans eponvmous atictrs* 
tor ei the 133; op- 

to Cfiili, t% 

Moftoi^ilafne language#— i'*h I- 

««»e* *36-1 37 - 

Monothetsits meaning of the 
wpid. a^, as ctmcnpved by 
'lit lldbwwa* ^-345. 
hfosuU the tKuieeem of % Turk* 
ith Pasha ; or igii* of the name, 
6 # the wicked l^lia ol, ao-aa 
Mound Bttiidd^ their tombs, 

XoilOili, their apiiearanas, 
to i tlietr contents, 1 1 ; forma- 
fsm oC 7* • their usefuineMi ifi 
* pi**t:edjNag the rwtit« and works ; 
t 4 art, 74; lepttldhra] moandt] 
at WsMrkJS 7<>-o7. I 

Mnghflr. SC6C Ur, ; 

lawd of the A In s#*** 1 54# ' 
Mniitiiu-TImitai (th<. ** Hdlowy 
bca**># 364 ; her hostdny to the 
gods, «SS 5 her %lit with I 5 tl, 
li$«a9Ck 

Mflholi:i|^ fMlnilioti ol, ttlf' 
dialiweim ttm Hel^lofs 

miuiiig td Qm wtia^ 


994 i Comogcmiittip4 ; ffrndMS 

wpiptpt.nTiw^^jf' *w IfRff * 


Nabontdtlfk last |iw of 
dtscofert ’^aranJIn't «gdi»d«r» 
ai i, discover# i|ijM|Mitilild#l 
cylimllr at iawsiH , 

Namtar, the UfHii el r^yjld- 
leme, 156^ I Jr* ^namwsAm 
againir, 7 ; hWmer of Aifil, 
f/ueen of the pS, 3^9. 

Nana, 1 haldcan imcleis, her 
^f-ttuc restofed by Aashnrbani- 
pa!, inv 34^-344-1 “Wife of Ann* 
’45- 

Kimar, sec Ur« ISL 
Karam^Sin, son i| Saigoti I. 
of Agade , hli^ yyltndcr 
tsmstpd by Nalj^wgdtMi* at3. 
Kationa, graduil 4 oriiutfiott of, 
lasj-iah. 4 A 

Kehid-Vninti, Its 

sacredlness, n ; Ifiiidse, 49. 

Kelan or Kabo* iht fod of 
the planet M«#gry, 24a I me 
of the **tweli*t^ |^at gotfll*' 

NVbtiehaflnextar/tttg of Behy- 
lea; hii paUccsntw Mound of 
Ra*r, 4^1 hiui h^riptioo of 
Ihvrsippa, 7#. 

I NedpC sec Kcrlii^ 
iNercat, the g^id d| the plmiet 
Mar*, and i4 W0p, me ol 
the twelyr 146. 

Xiflfcr, see Nipput,^^ ^ 
Nttiirod, dams if4: me Eii|ll!|||gs 
attriboted to topie ArahiTs » 


i has ttame 

ruiiMi called lif 
head declared | 
be the head oC,; 
Kimmd, Mound 
{ dertakai the 

i Kin-dar, the nigii 
N met eh, gteatni 
atnH'ti.m of, 13 
by Xeiiophu%' 



de^ 


Ilf h h n 

wnm mmeMe 
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Ilesptla* ‘fl; iritif <11, 

NitH'igt, see 

Hintli, ‘ar Niii^K ^ 
pimbet Satwim, ; one of the 
‘*lferclYegrej|«\|fCK 3 H,^ 246* 

or Kiti-ge/*thc l^dy 

Wppw (now Nilfer), city of 
Accad,ffi6. ♦ 

Nifir, Mbiintf, the mcuntain f>n | 
which H&sKsadra’s Khip siotxl 
still, 301; land aiK! Mount, 316 

Noah and hts three sons, 13a 

Nod, Ihnd of {** land of Kailc,’* 
■ 54 r " of \Vanderir%s *■ ), 129. 

Nomads, uicanin^ of the wowJ, 
and causes of iiomadic life in 
modern time o i i,S. 

<k ♦ 

Qanne^ (»f, to^d hy Bc' 

rosd'. 1*^5. 

|>asi», meaning of ihc word, iiJ>, 

V, 


203 f form pf royalty in 

Ciiiiideapf%it»e», IK » jjl 
Fatriorchaf authority, lr»t fonp' 
of govemment, 133; flw tribo^ 
or enlarged llixiily, fint form 
of the State, 1 33. 

Fenitentiftl rsolma, Chaldean, 

Persian ^ulf, flatnesl^and twarshi- 
ness of the region around, 7j 
feat hcti further ^ kiland than 
now, :oi. Ok 

Ivrsians, rule in Asia, i; th« 
war iKtwecn tw'o royal brothero, 
i 2 ; Prrr^ian monOTctif con* 

i quejf^d Uy Alexander, 41 not 

n:»med in V*»er»cf}« X., 134, 

1 Platformis artificial 

I ro!ythci«rn. mtaning or the word, 
237 1 tciulencv to, of the He- 
brews, c'onibateJ by their kath 
ers, 345-350. ' * 

; PficsihcKKC Chaldean, causca of 
it* power and inSuence, 233- 
f ^34. . « ,M 


Palaces, ibcir imposing aspyt. ; Pa« i ^v'ations, and TrIW# jrrp- 
54; palace of Sennacherib nr resented in antiquity uiWer 
stored by hVrj?itsi<m. oma- i the name of^ man, an ancestor, 
mentation o( palaces, 58;! 130-134; hhdk race and yet- 

winged Bulls and lions at gau ; low^ race omitted from the list 

ways of, 5S; sculptured slalis i in Genesis -^X., 734-»43; prob* 

along the walls of, jS-tio;. able rtasona lor the omtiskw, 

painted tiles used for the friezes 135, 140. 
of, 60-62; proportions of lulls, Ramin, thiyd «>f the second 
63; roofing of, 62-66; lighting Babylonian Triad, hi# atthfni 
oK tions, 240-241 ; on% of thes^ 

Papyrus, ancient w#ting mate- twedve gieat gods."' 146. 

rial, 94. Ra^'^ain, Ilornmzd, explorer, 247, 

Paradise, Chaldean kgend of, 24$. 
me Sacred Tree and Ziggutat. Rawlinson, Sir Henry, hi* wwh 
Meaning of the word, a??- at the British Musettm, i ja 

Parallel between the Book of Religion of the Shumiro-Acc*d* 
Genesis and the Chaldean Ics the most primitive in the world, 
gends, 33I»-36 o. 14S; characteristics of ,Tiir»- 

Pastoral me^ second stage of nian religions, 180, i8f ; ckfini*^ 
culture, 120; necessarily no- ^ tion of, as distmguishlid finite, 
madic, t3i. ^ Mythology, 331-334. 

Patesfe, meaning of the word, Rdigiointy, dlstijictiveiy 
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% w - 

14? ; iu Awaken- ijreat giodi,” 

iwgiiTxi 4ev«bpmei¥t^ I4^1S-- ' »t 5»t|>|mr diHtMSwd. V M* * 
lUn^, tilt firat explorer, 13 ; hi* Rassaiii, ^47 
dimpfMiiiitxKiesit at Mcn^m!, 14. Shambaft 4 «w»t ttte 

^ handeiainefis 0I Mpi^f 

3 |. Sbarrtikm 1, tf A® I.)^ 

20$ ; legend Iti# blrfli, 

Sabaltnv, tl^ BabyftimlAii and 206 ; kl* gl<>rii§ 206 ; 

A^priiui *’Sabl>.uh/ Sbarri^km U. # Algade ($mr^n 

Sabckm. the womHip e# the II I, 2<>s ; fpgWna teform 
hmvcnlf btahes, a Smnuc form and literary hm^* 3bi® ; 

of rehgiowf’232 ; fostered hy a prohaliJe fnont^irVf tlw V'hrmy 

pA'^tom] ami nomadic life, ib. at Eredb, 2K>9^j; '^itt ot, lately 

Sahite* i>nc of the Buiwltwin the discovered, 21 
magic jjTOvt, 51T. I hlim, eklicai fait fif Nwh, i/> ; 

^oaren Tree, J4Kr«. dries* of the I meaning of Owt nftnie* 

hjmlwb af)S ; lU convcotiotial 1 hhmar, or Siii'Orar. goographif al 
a]'|Himfce on *<nlptart* and jkimUoii ol, la*' 
ijiindci: . 26^i“27o; its signili* Shonur, Soatheni oe Chai- 

cation, 2;2-274 ; its conned »on dca, 14^;. 

vkUh ih : i ‘^f Paradise, j Shwnur ind Av oldest nsunc 

forChakka, t?3 M4. 

Sargon t>f Agadi** see Sbarrulm Nhuminv Xi^'x^iw) fddest Hn- 
Sarm-, K, 1 rcmh explorer, gtiage ol Cha ic^ , 
hK ^tnl 6nd at lell-I^li, ha- tioative, 145. 

9a; «taiwc* found W him, 21 1 Nhitmir >-A< c.t<K Udest |»<>pala- 
Scc^rpiott-ineu, the Warders of tion <d ChaUea^ of Ttoraniaw 
the hull. 511, ^ . rtstc, 144 they!- «£aglw- 

Schiffkder, V.lwrhaol, ciiiment As- * Unatni*, X45 , intrr»dii4r into 

syrkdogist, favoj^ the S<*mitK j rhaldct ru edwa mritmg 

theory, 18k , nictaliargv ai il irrigation, ib. , 

Scmhca (nioie correctly Sliemprsy their i r )L3Mb inigfalion, f4< ; 
one of the thfee great race# given j iheir theory of world, 153 
in Oencsis X, ; named from it% | Shushan \Susa), apRai ofFiam, de- 
eponymous nittcstor, Shera, iji strincd by As h«,rbanT|'>al, i«/4. 
Semitic kngnage, 191^, culture, Sixhbm, battle r the '"ed of, 221, 
the beginning of historical tiroes 222. 

m Chalilea. i02, 203 bidoa. a Phv» nn i« city, roeanmg 

Sennaohenb, kmg of Assyn-s, ' of the n w ; ih« *' tirsu 
hit palate at Royunjik, 34, Imrn ’* son <d tanaan, epoiiyv 
Ferpussou'!! restoraiion of his mows ancestor of the citv in 

naiaLC. 56; hi» ** WifF* m tht’ i^cnesb \ ,ib I 

libAry of Nmeveh, 109. Siduri, one 0/ t«i#^tnakkfns m ihea 

Senkereh, see larsam. magic grove 314 

Sepharvaim, sec Sippar. Sin, the fiind god of 

Seth (more correctly Sheth), third the Second lilll^tdniaii Triad, 
son of Adam. 240 ; one of ** twelve great 

Siiarnn^, the Sun-gwl, second ■ gtxis/* 246 j Hacked by the 

f wd of the Second Babyhmiaxul seven rebeili^«| ^spirits, 9 qh 
tiad, 240 ; oneol the twelve Sin-Muhaiiit, iti|||i|imarpal« 
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Sipptr* sister 'city of 20 $ ; j Temples #,**f f.it tw! Med'clug si 


leffrple of S)iSTi»ash at, exes* 

' v-fiteii by H, Kaimin, 24^* 
f^b^'lwrla ‘i4fso Sir*guila, <»r 
.tells* 'or «f!5frba!>K ancknt c5ty 
Ofi»‘ C Ha Idea, iv^w Mound nt j 
TelbladM cries at, by 

Haraec, tsi-iX}, 

b<^€ Sir-burl.i. ^ 

Sinitfc, tnvt>i:gf, * Ksiitfi^^b ' c,v | 
plorer ; work ai tl»e bnt'.-^u* 


:s* Kridbq, |fi5j of t.lte 
I. at i’r, lb.; of Ann and K So ^ 

ir- ri! b>ecli, fb.; of Shamash and 

ty Anuml ut Siifjmr and A|i:a<ie, 

or I 547 ; of bel Marndok m Iwby 

hiy Ion and Hor5^'i|’|>a,. 

Theot^r;4cy, mciudng.^of tfir v/ord, 

.-3S' ^ 

x* I Tiamat* .‘fee Muwmu-'l : orci*. 


plorer; work, .tithe bn« * 'Jhn-tir-ki. «,>lde*t namt-v 'Ot Ksby- 
MOsctilte S02; hi'" yxt>ctUth,»riis I h/C, meantoi^ ik tJst ua.int, ifbl 
to iViuca-li, 103; hi> Mjrrrsjs. j ’f i cuK hn lUinlouinn rcligiort, 
ane.1 35^ death. 104; his dkeov ? and 10.’ AJi’ey ‘*t the word, 2 


ery*'o! the IVcIuk^ Tablets, jCO. j 

^'or^,;crci> believed m, 137. | 

l in ,|!ood and ev?!, j 
the brrJnnin.|^ of iciitjion, j 

15-3; flctneniarv, ir thr ptimh » 
tfve bhun.jf «'>-• Ai cadian HdigifOi, ! 
J53'-i;5; c\3i, f 5^-157; al!^>wcd 
an Tob'noi phiri in the i'ater re- 
form. tl lehgion, J31V 250; re* 
!icdiif>n oi the seven evil, their 
attai-k agamst the Moon-tjod, 
290, 291. 

btistyes frwnd at TclJd SH, 
214* 

Style, atKitiii writing i»i>'. roment, 
U|, icx> 

Sytn'hroniMr^, r»H';u*'.iui; of the 
WOfil 212» I 


240. 

I'ubaicatn, '.on q( Titintth, fUe* 
sceiubnt the invent»»r 

»>f mctaliiir^gv* 129. 

’rnranians. odleitlve name ff*r 
the v%hcdc N'eiiow Kate, 

oi:^;.t of th-c iiiimr, ib.; the bit>- 
itaiions of their genie?^', 
i__79; their liii|.»erkct , <' 

speech, raMOOsyMaNh and -.t 
onatirx, ; ** 

of men,*" 1 p; ; rvii y'whrrl | re- 
tedc the white rxee^,. 
OTUj'tted in <ict»i6#4« X*# 

!3<;; » {WH.'^ib’y repscirent .w 
(.'ainilus or |Miistlr»te 
«'f i'ibn. ihc4r ^wJt- 

i.f.’.t of a f'amdW hi the 
i.p;:; ehaiactetistkx*.'. r4 Twra* 
r>J.iW r«digie»ns, ,il!'*b“* iHu 


Tablets, in lakcd or nnbaked [ Turk,% their tarl^'tsuh: jh 


ilay. nu*«l as lw>ok“S, ic^;; Ihe^r 5 

$lu'tx:s and skes, ; nic^ic I 

of %vritit»|; on. 109-1 lo; bak* 1 
ir*g oh no; great iniiiihers ok j 
tU'pf»s!Oj 4 in the KTib.-sh Mn* * 
.scunc no-"ii2; Clialilcat. tab J 


tami;*, 5-b', fiffwd u*u| 
sh^emrsfl .k tWir offteb#. 

CMte <n the |•niJH■ipal te*,idcra 
, cpj c^i^ntatives C.»t th<vTsjl5ntt.?J5.4J% 
rate, i 


kLs JO *-br ras<e;s, 112; tablet# j Ubaratulu.fatber cl 
fowd mvder the foemJation j l^d. or Ikihbai, the mhhtey Sun, 
slo;:c ,u K hrnitabad, *13, fit:! 171 ; hyfj»,f'isUkJ7b*7^'ff^^'bt*- 
**.sb,tiv;\h tablet/* 2.4K. . nJe rvf, Sip|W, 247 *'514’*^' 

*b:nnian*', wurri on ti»e j %j.il*htmnQ.mir^ pliantoin created • 

f>r pl3<'' #in buiidbtgs, i#et. by Pa, itnd itettt to ' All#b 

rammw?:n'!a e linraMZt. rtvseue T'ht«r, 3SrS. 599/ 

['atim*- Mownums, ^ i> (Mobc-,! ^4 Mngheb’f, 09te 

iMI'f.'ih pibo Tello), -see Sir- stnsction of 

but'? a. au*i»«t know 11 capitsil ««f Skte , 
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jjoot Tcrah «l,i>faha'm go ^ 

forth from,, ut>. ^ ^ 

Ur-’t-U* ki«g of Ctj 215^ hb tm«ldl> 
mi, WH signet c>-iu\*‘ 

ih'i, I 

U ar aJ J . J ■ .0* t ■•”''to‘iftan on, tHc ; 
W.n (/■ I 'h,-.!iilli, 311 1 puriftes ‘ 
, With him : 


-y. 


;«> i;^r«h, p ], 
I'ukh* *,fn iiv 




iJ> . ni. or Vaofia‘r> the Shuuairo- 
‘■Hiiadian ,240. 


.,f di.i'ikH, 70; .sei'mJchrsi^ 

'.N"arkji» Sj, jSs, 


W. 


'A .fi Mc i* rt'i’ 1 


X ‘iniiSjj.'*' ■’ kMiH fhe Retreat of 
che 'i'-.’' a; liato^d-s h;; 

ilie^nioi > .4 i;'avaharr! N'incvi-h. 4 
tvhtch ke cai!>A La.y'iS.i and ■ 
,,„di‘d»*pdjir, ! 

Xifnithiof,. *He ^'Hg of, Ik'rv>s.n 4 ' « 
I'k‘ho,C 4 ' 0 ,ur;»wc, joo. Sve 1 
IWsi-Naih.fc. ! 

, I i 


V^ahyelt, ' Ihc correct imm of 
oii« of the Uo- 
Irrcw iwimcsi fw Ood, 354. 


Zab, mer, tiilnnary of 'thy Tigrit, 

^ * 7 ' 

iSlagroK/' faountam taap,e o}\ <!h 
vkic» A*»fc'yr<a from Medw. t.,c,i 
stoire ouarried jn^ und ti^vA- 
ported Oown ihe 7 ^h, 5*^?; S*- 
Zajadti, the huntasman, »t.ut Uj 
f -ithiini, 305* 

/d a 4 .a, i 4 a.e Aiva. 

Zi,ggxn'ai% ifckir jx^culur 

aio't 4h; tj*ied olmr-ivo 

ton*’ attached to temple, >, ’ “i ;, 
WK'ao^ng of tfo.’ word, 27S ; ff 
COT' at ction with the kgrnd ol 
J\«ia<h?«e, aTS-aHo; fhtwf Aingn- 
lar iirbntation and it'* ca« 3 »<rH, 
a*S4-'2itSf:> ; Ziggnrat of iUi:'» Xim* 
rod f fk>riijpja), 2,Hc^>ah;f: idtu- 


iificd with the Tow'ct at is^abc!, 

’ 

Z>kj'A, M"e Ea. 

Znhd>^ W S*r l-mila. 

Zou;;n4 tvr'ie i»ign# of, faintlbr 
t ■* the f "hakk.attii, 23O; of, 

<•• :.,ibit‘' hrd l»y Ann, 2^5; rep* 
r« m ait twelve’ tw»ks 

oi iht bdubar ,Epic» 







^•i^JJSiT^:I> i' f 
aM* UUfU. niftlTfcA* 
• H. 





